
E2 • VARIETY • S TA R T R I BUN E • TU E SDAY, J U LY 29 , 2 0 08

[CMYK] E2 Tuesday, July 29, 2008

[CMYK] E2 Tuesday, July 29, 2008 ---- SPEEDNEWS10Jul 28 2008 5:28:35:

ZSW

ZSW

Here’s a list of today’s hap-
penings. For complete en-
tertainment listings, go to
www.startribune.com.

THEATER
GUTHRIE THEATER: “The Govern-
ment Inspector.” The locals of a small
Russian town, anticipating the arrival
of an undercover government inspec-
tor, suspect the wrongman. 7:30 p.m.
$24-$69. Ends Aug. 24. 818 S. 2nd St.,
Mpls. 612-377-2224.
CHANHASSEN DINNER THEATRES:
“Married Alive!” A musical that cele-
brates everything from marital bliss
to blisters, pleasures to pratfalls and
Niagara to Viagra. 6 p.m. $49-$60.
501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen. 952-
934-1525.

MUSIC
GUITARIST LONNIE KNIGHT HOSTS
HIS FINAL ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOW-
CASE: 7-10 p.m., free. E.P. Atelier, 609
S. 10th St., Mpls. 612-332-4000.
THE POET’S GROOVE WITH DESDA-
MONA AND KEVIN WASHINGTON: 10
p.m., The Blue Nile, 2027 E. Franklin
Av., Mpls. 612-338-3000.
BOB THE BEACHCOMBER: 10:30 a.m.
Riley Lake Park, 9224 Riley Lake Rd.,
Eden Prairie.
MINNESOTA SCANDINAVIAN ENSEM-
BLE: 7 p.m. Central Park, 6301 Shin-
gle Creek Pkwy., Brooklyn Center.
763-569-3400.

ART
MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ARTS:
“Peter Henry Emerson and American
Naturalistic Photography.” 2400 3rd
Av. S., Mpls. 612-870-3131.
VERN CARVER & BEARD ART GALLER-
IES: “Scintillating Summer Salon.”
Works by Minnesota artists. 2817
Hennepin Av. S., Mpls. 612-339-3449.

KIDS AND FAMILY
WALKER ON THE GREEN – ARTIST-DE-
SIGNED MINIATURE GOLF COURSE:
Two courses designed by artists offer
unique golfing and aesthetic experi-
ences. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. $5-$8. Minneap-
olis Sculpture Garden, Hennepin and
Lyndale Avs. S., Mpls. 612-375-7600.
www.walkerart.org.
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is changed forever but
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See howa colorful
makeover takes an
Edina kitchen from
vanilla to vibrant
and get cost-
conscious tips for
spicing up your own
kitchen. In Variety
Home+Garden.

Funny business

By PATRICK LEE
plee@startribune.com

“TheTemp,” in a breezypro-
duction at the Music Box The-
ater, plays on the comedyof the
cubicle-ridden office, but with
countless other discordant
genres tossed in. Brian Kelly’s
10-year anniversary remount
of the musical comedy — pre-
viously staged at Bryant-Lake
Bowl and the Fringe Festival—
updates some jokes and adds
some verses, but otherwise re-
mains much the same.

The music, beefed up sub-
stantiallywith an infectious ar-
ray of instrumentation, is there.
The comedy is there. But a
show that tries to combine fla-
menco dance, a vengeful phan-
tom and a copy machine gone
haywire faces the challenge of
finding a plot that provides, if
not coherence, at least a sense
of forward momentum.

The showmoves briskly un-
til the Temp (Kelly) arrives,
which cues two office employ-
ees, Judy (Jane Samsal) and
Trudy (Emily Tyra), to start
dancing gracefully aroundhim,
in homage to his awesome abil-
ity to sort and file papers. After

the sixth circle that the “Love-
ly Swans” weave around the
Temp, their ballerina moves
have grown old. All that’s left
to be resolved is the Temp’s
purposefully melodramatic
romance with Ms. Swanson
(Carolyn Pool) and his clash
with the disgruntled former
employee Richard (Michael
Harrigan Ritchie).

From here, the plot’s trajec-
tory flattens out, and the mu-
sical whizzes by in a quick 75
minutes, including a 15-min-
ute intermission. Although
Kelly’s attempt to stretch out
what started in the mid-’90s as
a two-minute sketch is admira-
ble, it shows signs of wear.

Perhaps the Temp says it
best himself: “This office ain’t
big enough for all the genres
at work.”

But even if the Temp’s en-
counters with Swanson and
Richard do not create any real
tension, the showispunctuated
with enough stand-alone jokes
and hilarious visual tableaux
on stage to make it a pleasant,
albeit silly, experience.

ComposerToddPrice’s orig-
inalmusic—which seamlessly
morphs to match the range of
genres referenced in the show
— pushes the comedy forward
at times, upstaging the action
on stage with its catchy beats
and diverse styles.

The cast itself is delightful-
ly quirky: Denise (Julie Mad-
den) is the office secretarywho
seems constantly on the verge
of implosion, contrasting with
Mr. Rooney’s (Tom Winner)
brash countenance and Scoot-
er’s (Dave Gangler) adorably
naïve outlook. Ritchie perfect-
ly balances the angst and nerdy
helplessness of Richard with
the Phantom’s vengeful and
comically evil mannerisms.

Patrick Lee • 612-673-7452

THE TEMP
Who: By Brian Kelly and
Todd Price.
When: 8 p.m. Fri. - Sat., 5
p.m. Sat., 3 p.m. Sun. Ends
Aug. 17.
Where:Music Box Theater,
1407 Nicollet Av.,Mpls.
Tickets: $25 ($3 off with
Fringe Festival button).
612-871-1414 orwww.
musicboxtheatre.org.

Celebrating Finland

By LARRY FUCHSBERG
Special to the Star Tribune

Is there a nationmore deep-
ly invested in itsmusicians, and
especially in its composers,
than Finland? Such things are
hard to quantify, but it seems
unlikely. The investment be-
gins early: The Finns regard
access to music education as a
basic human right.

The fruits of this enlight-
ened cultural policy could be
savored Thursday at Orches-
tra Hall, at an eagerly await-
ed Sommerfest concert by
the Minnesota Orchestra —
an all-Finnish feast dished up
by Osmo Vänskä, himself one
of Finland’s foremost musical
exports. Spanning some eight
decades, the program cou-
pled works by two living com-
posers, Einojuhani Rautavaara
(Vänskä offered cash to any-
one who could pronounce his
name) and Kalevi Aho, with
the towering Fifth Symphony
of Jean Sibelius — the fount

of musical Finnishness. (If
you missed Thursday’s perfor-
mance, don’t despair; Vänskä
has recorded all of this music.)

Rautavaara, who turns 80 in
October, hasbeen labeled, erro-
neously, a New Age composer.
There is, however, a streak of
nature mysticism in his make-
up, as his “Cantus Arcticus”
(1972) attests. Subtitled “Con-
certo for Birds and Orches-
tra,” the piecemingles the cries
of birds, taped by Rautavaara
in the Finnish northland, with
instrumental writing that is
often spare but occasionally
lush. Avian song is sometimes
set against the orchestral tex-
ture, sometimes pulled into it,
sometimes heard alone.

I’m not sure the piece de-
serves to be Rautavaara’s most
popular — he has written far
more engrossing music — but
it’s no gimmick, and offers mo-
ments of arresting beauty.

Aho is going on 60; his repu-
tationhasbeenslower to spread
beyondFinland.His Symphony
No. 9 for Trombone and Or-
chestra (1994),which recalls the
postmodernism of the Russian
AlfredSchnittke, is built around
the clash of two styles: angst-
ridden modernist and vacuous
baroque. Both are, to some ex-

tent, caricatures, and their jux-
taposition allows for some in-
spired play: At the end of the
first movement the harpsi-
chord (signature instrument of
the “baroque” style) is repeat-
edly brutalized by the percus-
sion but keeps bouncing back
in cartoon-character fashion.

R. Douglas Wright, the or-
chestra’s principal trombonist,
struggled intermittently with
the grueling solo part, writ-
ten for the dazzling Christian
Lindberg, but was impressive
on the sackbut (an early trom-
bone, played in “baroque” sec-
tions) and terrific in his every-
thing-but-the-kitchen-sink ca-
denza.

In Sibelius (who, between
us, was part Swedish), Vän-
skä was incandescent. Tempos
were sagely chosen; inner de-
tail was plentiful; the final af-
firmation of E-flat felt cosmic
in its import.

Larry Fuchsberg writes frequently about
music.

REVIEW ASommerfest
programhighlighted
theworks of two living
composers aswell as a
grand Sibelius symphony.

SOMMERFEST
When: Ends Sun.
Where:OrchestraHall, 11th
St. and NicolletMall,Mpls.
Tickets: $16-$65. 612-371-
5656.www.minnesota
orchestra.org.

REVIEW The breezy office
musical comedy “The
Temp”mashes up genres
withmixed success.

Provided by BRIANKELLY
Michael Ritchie,Carolyn Pool and
Brian Kelly on the cublicle farm.

er way around.We’re all in this
together, youngers and elders,
stumbling and groping and
trying to find our way, and we
need each other’s help ifwe are
going to leave a habitable plan-
et for future generations.

QWeseemobsessed at themo-
mentwith $4-a-gallon gasoline.
What do youwishwewere ob-
sessed about?
A $4-a-gallon gasoline is not a
bad thing to be obsessed about,
if it leads to fundamentally re-
thinking thewaywe live. It’s an
opportunity for change.

The idea for Communi-
ty Earth Councils came out
of wanting to find ways that
neighbors could come together
to address the social and envi-
ronmental challenges we face
and build a sense of communi-
ty in the process. Linden Hills
Power & Light, which is one of
our antecedents and inspira-
tions, just persuaded the city of
Minneapolis to collect organic
waste like food scraps and piz-
za boxes from4,000homes and
hopes to eventually turn it into
biofuel. This is our shining ex-
ample of what a group of con-

cerned citizens can do.

Q Do you have a Facebook
page?
AYes, but I don’t use FunWall,
because I’m a curmudgeon.

Q If you had to shrink all you’ve
learned in life and love into a
single sentence for your four
grown sons and one grandson,
what would it be?

A Find, feel and follow your
heart, and I’ll get back to you.
The latter is a cruder way of
sayingwhatmy hero Benjamin
Franklin wrote for his epi-
taph, “The body of B. Franklin,
Printer, (Like the Cover of an
Old Book, Its Contents torn
Out, And Stript of its Lettering
and Gilding), Lies Here, Food
for Worms. But the Work shall
not be Lost; For it will (as he
Believ’d)Appear onceMore, In
a New and More Elegant Edi-
tion, Revised and Corrected,
By the Author.”

Gail Rosenblum • 612-673-7350

Elder andwiser
Terry Mollner, author and

founder of the Trusteeship
Institute Inc., a think tank fo-
cused on developing social-
ly responsible businesses, de-
fines eldering as “helping an-
other personmove to his or her
next level of maturity.” By his
definition, a younger person
can elder (or mentor) an older
person just as well as the oth-
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FOR INFORMATION
www.EarthCouncils.org.

What’s newat
local outletmalls

Albertville PremiumOutlets
(www.premiumoutlets.

com/ albertville, 763-497-1911,
about 15minutes northwest of
Maple Grove on Interstate 94
atwestbound exit 202 or east-
bound exit 201).

The back-to-school pre-
view and sidewalk sale runs
Thursday through Sunday.
Before you head out, it might
be worth signing up for Pre-
mium Outlet’s VIP Club at
www.premiumoutlets.com/
vip. It’s free, and the coupons
that you print are often better
than the ones in the coupon
book at themall. The first on-
line coupon is for a free cou-
pon book at themall informa-
tion center, normally $3. A
Yankee Candle outlet opens
in the fall.

Crocs (763-493-2762) sells
overstocks, discontinued
styles or colors and seconds
in adult and kid sizes, as well
as accessories such as knee-
pads, kneelpads, sunglasses
and clothing.

ReadersDigestOutlet (763-
497-0624), which used to be a
Border’s outlet, opened late
last year with lots of how-to
books, including Rachael Ray
cookbooks, bath products,
DVDs and books for home-
schooled children. Most
items are discounted about
50 percent.

Coldwater Creek (763-497-
0367), which took over the
Mikasa location, doesn’t bring
in special-purchasemerchan-
dise of inferior quality. Every-
thing is from the catalog or
full-priced stores, including a
smattering of home decor, all
discounted.

Columbia Sportswear
(763-497-3956), has been in
Medford for 13 years, but the
Albertville locationopened in
May. The newly announced
store in the Mall of America
will not be an outlet.

Converse (763-497-6753)
is open for back-to-school
shopping for casual and ath-
letic shoes, including the pop-
ular Chuck Taylor high-tops.
Some of the popular styles
are discounted only a few
bucks, but the clearance wall
shoes are $19.99 or less. The
store has a fewunusual styles,
too, including the all-leather
European high-top for $60.
Converse clothing, too.

Guess Kids (763-497-2772),
separate from the adultGuess
store, is the only Guess Kids
outlet in the country. Sizes
range from infant to 20 for
boys and infant to 16 for girls.

Lucky Brand Jeans (763-
497-1600) offers discounts on
some current styles as well
as last season’s. The newest
items are discounted at least
25 percent, but the real deals
are in the clearance section,
with nothing over $30 and

most of it discounted 70 per-
cent or more.

Medford Preferred Outlets
(www.preferredoutlets.

com, 1-507-455-4111, 50 miles
south of Minneapolis on In-
terstate 35, exit 48, between
Owatonna and Faribault).

Formerly known as
Medford Outlet Center, only
a few stores have changed un-
der new ownership. Upcom-
ing event: “Are You Smart-
er Than a Minnesota Sixth-
Grader?” contest at 1 p.m.
Saturday. Contestants 18 and
older may sign up at the mall
or call the office by Wednes-
day. Stores will also offer pro-
motions on Saturday.

The Faribault Woolen
Mills factory store (1-507-455-
1866) opened last month. It
carries bedspreads, wool and
cotton blankets and throws,
both first-quality and irregu-
lars. Irregular blankets range
from $20 to $78 for twin to
king sizes. First-quality blan-
kets go up to $128. Faribault
makes blankets for Lands’
End andSears.Unlike theout-
let in Faribault, the Medford
location does not sell cloth-
ing or gifts.

The Painted Porch (1-507-
446-0143), a multidealer an-
tique and gift shop, opened
in April, replacing Mustard
Seed. Choose from a variety
of cottage accessories, prim-
itives and antique themes
such as crocks, lodge looks,
old prints, small collectibles
and garden iron.

ABagLady (1-507-451-9097)
is not an outlet, but an inde-
pendent retailer selling new,
funky and fun handbags, jew-
elry and embroidered cloth-
ing. Handbag prices range
from $19 to $200, clothes $30
to $60 and jewelry $2 to $50.

North Branch Outlets
(www.northbranchoutlets

.com, 651-674-5886, 40 miles
north of Minneapolis at the
intersection of I-35 and Hwy.
95). Go to the mall office for
back-to-school savings of 20
percent through August or
print out store coupons at the
mall’s website.

Formerly Tanger Outlets,
the new center has a few new
stores. The Nike outlet (651-
674-1943), which opened last
November, is similar to the
ones in Medford and Albert-
ville, just slightly smaller.
A Bath & Body Works out-
let (651-674-4428) opened in
May with excellent deals. It
joins another Body Works
clearance store in Medford.
The BBW store in Albertville
is not an outlet.

John Ewoldt • 612-673-7633 or
jewoldt@startribune.com. His articles
are online at www.startribune.com/
dollars.
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Looking to stretch your dollar? Check out the dealswe’ve
found for you at startribune.com/blogs/dealspotter.

CONTACT US
Features editor • Susan Barbieri • sbarbieri@startribune.com
Events • Fax 612-673-4359 • tellus@startribune.com
Calendar • Items must be submitted 10 days beforepublication date.
E-mail culturecal@startribune. com. Fax 612-673-7872.
Write 425 Portland Av., Minneapolis, MN 55488
Online • startribune.com/lifestyle
Advertising • 612-673-7777
Comments • Christine Ledbetter • cledbetter@startribune.com

TOM SWEENEY • Star Tribune
From left, Felicity Britton, Eli Utne, Eric Utne, Lizzie Holzapfel and
TomBraunmeet in a historic LindenHills building to exchange
ideas as part of Earth Corps for Global Service.

RENÉE JONES SCHNEIDER • Star Tribune
Guess Kids at Albertville PremiumOutlets— the only Guess Kids
outlet in the country—has lots of jeans and other styles inspired
by adult fashions.
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