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Minnetonkaman is all abuzz about keeping bees

MARLIN LEVISON •mlevison@startribune.com
DeweyHassig lifted a frame filledwith honey from one of his
hives. After taking a class at the U, he has devoted himself to two
hives that he keeps in the backyard of hisMinnetonka home.

By LAURIE BLAKE • lblake@startribune.com

Intending to sell honey and helpMother
Nature in theprocess bybringingmorepol-
linators into the world, Dewey Hassig was
full ofoptimismwhenhe fencedoff a square
of hisMinnetonka lawn for two bee hives.

He ordered his first bees in January
2004, took an inspiring three-day bee-
keeping class at theUniversity ofMinneso-
ta thatMarchandpickedupseveral pounds
of bees at a Stillwater supplier in April.

ForHassig, the next three years became
a crash course in the many things killing

bees nationwide.
After losing three hives, he started over

this spring with two new batches of bees
by giving them antibiotics— a step he had
hoped to avoid.

“Bees are dying; their populations are
in decline,’’ said Marla Spivak, a professor
and honeybee researcher at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota.

A combination of threats — including
farm pesticides; sprawling development
that has eliminated clover fields and oth-
er flowers andweeds bees feed on; and vi-
ruses and parasitic mites — are all con-
tributing to the decline, said Spivak, who
teaches classes for back-yard beekeepers
like Hassig.

! Beekeepers are fighting to keep
bee populations fromdeclining.More
than a third of U.S. commercial bee
colonies have died this year.

Bees:U professor and researcher to speak
on the health of bees Sunday night.B7Ø

Photos byM.K. SMITH •mksmith@startribune.com

ABOUT AS GOOD AS IT GETS

T
he Macalester College Pipe Band, above, played

in the finale of the Independence Day parade and

celebration in St. Paul’s St. Anthony Park neighbor-

hood. The event looked almost exactly as it did for the first

such gathering 61 years ago — right down to the horseshoe

tournament after the reading of the winning entries in the

sixth-graders’ patriotic essay contest. The youngster at right

turned down the sound. “This is the best of what community

is all about,” St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman said. Turn to B3

DNR isdealt
a setback to
itsmissionof
conservation
! The agencymust use E85 in its
vehicles. And, as the ethanol boom
grows, grasslands are lost to corn.

By DENNIS ANDERSON
danderson@startribune.com

The Department of Natural Re-
sources’ expanding fleet of 300 “flex-
fuel” vehicles is undercutting the
agency’smission to conservewildlife
habitat and clean up the state’s lakes
and rivers, according to two Minne-
sota conservation groups.

The DNR’s cars, trucks and vans
burn “E85,” a blend of 85 percent
corn-based ethanol and 15 percent
gasoline, and can be more expensive
to operate than comparable vehicles
that use the Minnesota-mandated
blend of 90 percent gasoline and 10
percent ethanol.

Tens of thousands of federal Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres of Minnesota grasslands that
support ducks, pheasants, songbirds
and other wildlife have been plowed
under in part to support the state’s
ethanol boom.

“The irony of having the DNR
charged with preserving prairie and
grasslands andConservationReserve
Program acres and at the same time
helping to drive demand for corn-
based ethanol isn’t lost on us, and I
don’t think it’s lost on a lot of peo-
ple,” said Matt Norton, forestry and
wildlife advocate with the Minneso-
taCenter for EnvironmentalAdvoca-
cy (MCEA).

DNR Lac qui Parle area wildlife
manager Dave Trauba has seen first-
handtheeffectsof the landconversion
in western Minnesota. “After watch-
ing these conservation lands support
somuchwildlife for somany years, it
really kicks you in the stomach to see
them plowed up,” Trauba said.

Yet, as directed by state policy,
Trauba and his staff refill their DNR
pickups with E85.

More than 1 million of the state’s
CRP acres might be lost in coming
years, with much of the land con-
verted to growing corn, DNR offi-
cials estimate.

Money is driving the switch.

DNR continues: Farmers are being
paidmuchmore to plant corn.B4Ø

Memotouts
disrupting
transport
for theRNC
! An anarchist group claims it
has plans thatwill help it create
chaos at the convention.

By JENNAROSS and LORA PABST
Star Tribune staff writers

An anarchist group claims it has
official transportation plans that will
help it immobilize the Republication
National Convention, in St. Paul this
September.

But police say they’re not worried
about the leaked document, which
maps delegate routes to and from the
Xcel Energy Center.

Pete Panos, St. Paul police spokes-
man, said officials aren’t sure the
March 5 document is authentic.

“It’s not a document we’re using,”
he said. “Anything put out now is
going to be a working document.”

Moreover, Panos, said the posted
document containsmostly “common
sense stuff.”

“Are we using buses? Yes,” he said.
“Are we going to let the anarchists
block the roads? No.”

The self-describedanarchist group
calls itself theRNCWelcomingCom-
mittee.

Disrupt continues: RNC ‘‘confident”
about a successful convention.B4Ø
Spending:Hoping to cash in.A1

By PATRICK LEE • plee@startribune.com

From 10 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. at least five days a
week, Tong Lee dons a white smock, hairnet and
gloves to clean floors, wash machines and stack
crates. For hours at a time, he works mechanical-
ly like a well-oiled machine in the cold, refrigerat-
ed air of the food facility: sweep, dustpan, garbage,
sweep, dustpan, garbage.

When Lee, 24, is done with his third-shift job as
a sanitarian at the Holiday Stationstores’ Brook-
lyn Center production facility, he goes home to St.
Paul and catches a fewhours’ sleep before heading
to his second job as a janitor.

Hemakes $9 an hour.
For immigrants — especially members of the

TwinCities’ Hmong community like Lee— the re-
cent economic downturn has hit especially hard:
They oftenwork twoor threeminimum-wage jobs
to make ends meet. The language barrier and the

burden of supporting extended families makes it
harder to take time off and train for better-pay-
ing jobs.

“Five or six men living in one apartment: I nev-
er saw that inmy life,” said Yao Lo, who has been a
job counselor with the Lao Family Community of
Minnesota in St. Paul for 27 years. “But now, peo-
ple are like that, because they lost their house, they
lost their job. People cry coming to Lao Family al-
most every week.”

He cited the doubled cost of rice, spiking gas
and utilities prices, and losses in the wake of the
subprimemortgage crisis asmajor factors behind
the Hmong people’s current financial struggles.
Their continued grappling with cultural and lan-
guage issues only exacerbates the problems, Lo
said.

Although he is always looking for a better-pay-
ing job, Tong Lee said he has accepted the basic re-
ality of his situation, which is severely limited by
the little English he knows.

Two jobs, $9anhour andaneconomicdownturn
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Immigrantworkers don’t have themeans or the time to go back
to school or vocational training. Butwithout it, open job options
are increasingly limited, andworkers are stuckwith low-pay and
long hours at assembly lines andwarehouses. The trend in the
Twin Cities is no di"erent: since 2001,more andmore jobs have
required post-secondary degrees
or relatedwork experience.

! Tong Lee, likemany in the Twin Cities
Hmong community, struggles to get by.

Immigrant: Providing for his parents isn’t a burden,
it’s an implicit responsibility in his culture.B7Ø

Hmong immigrant Tong
Leeworks a second job late
at night at the Holiday Sta-
tionstores’plant in Brook-
lyn Center. Lee says his
little knowledge of English
severely limits his job pros-
pects .
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“Yes, of course I would like
to change, but everything is
complicated,” he said through
a translator. “The language bar-
rier: I can’t go anywhere.”

Luckily enough, three of his
four coworkers speak Hmong
at his current job, and not a
word of English is spoken for
the entire shift.

But with the percentage of
job openings requiring either a
post-secondarydegreeor relat-
edwork experience on the rise,
immigrant workers are finding
themselves boxed in from all
sides: In the short-run, they
need an immediate source of
income topayoffmortgage and
car payments, credit card debt
and day-to-day food costs. But
in the long-run, working less
and taking additional training
and ESL classes would be the
smarter investment.

Chupheng Lee, vice presi-
dent of Lao Family Commu-
nity — a group that works to
empower the Hmong commu-
nity and other minorities —
said the choices open to immi-
grant workers are few and far
between.

“[When] we came here, we
were already 20, 30:Youcannot
go to school for another 10 or
20 years, you’re going to have
to go to work,” he said. “It’s re-
ally affecting the Hmong com-
munity ... they don’t have the
skills to move job to job. They
rely upon the one job they
found, and because this situa-
tion in the United States right
now, most of the manufactur-
ing job is not stable.”

Like Tong Lee, many mem-
bers of the Hmong communi-
ty struggling financially often
work at least two jobs—some-
times three — in manufactur-
ing, shipping and receiving, in-
dustrial or warehouse work.
He gets home fromwork in the

warehouse by 7 a.m., and after
four hours of sleep, wakes up
for his second job. Before head-
ing back to the food facility by
10 p.m., he is usually able to
take another two-hour nap.

Back in Brooklyn Center,
the only hint of color in the
whitewashed, fluorescent-
lit building is the bright yel-
low of the Rubbermaid gar-
bage bin he rolls along behind
him everywhere he cleans. As
he swept up discarded ends of
meat amid the wafting smells
of salami, ham and turkey, Lee
thought about his future.

It was simple: “I just keep
working,” he said.

Bigger burdens
For Tong Lee, the oldest of

nine children, providing for
his parents is not an extra bur-
den, but an implicit duty in the
Hmong culture. For him,work-
ing two jobs is about maximiz-
ing his productivity with the
skills he has and the opportu-
nities he can reach.

“It’s hard to work like that,
but then imagine that you’re
just wasting half of your day
doing nothing,” he said.

Even so, his two jobs pro-
duce a pre-taxmonthly income
of about $1,800.

He lives with and supports
his 22-year-old brother—who

will finish high school by next
June — and when his parents’
Social Security or public assis-
tance funds run short, which
seems to happen fairly regu-
larly, he helps them out. Of his
eight siblings, only the young-
est, a 2-year-old, was born in
the United States.

“If I didn’t work, theywould
be hungry,” he said.

Sean Watkins, assistant em-
ployment manager at the Cen-
tre for Asians and Pacific Is-
landers in Minneapolis, said
the bar has been raised even
in jobs with minimal require-
ments. His agency works with
3,500 immigrants and refugees

each year, almost 60 percent of
whom are Hmong.

“You have more employ-
ers who are doing online ap-
plications, so now we’re mov-
ing past the refugee and im-
migrant who is learning the
English language by reading
and writing: now you’re add-
ing the technology piece of it,”
he said. “If theywant 10 people
to open up a box, they’re going
to make sure they got the best
10 people.”

Said Watkins: “Again, who’s
on the outside looking in?”

A Catch-22
But changing times and

higher prices result in bro-
ken hopes and dreams, re-
gardless of employment sta-
tus: $4 a gallon gas poses a re-
al trade-off between fuel in the
car and food on the table, espe-
cially when hourly pay is less
than $10.

Tong Lee carpools to work
with a relative in a scuffed-up
black Honda Civic, leaving his
St. Paul apartment at 9:20 p.m.
each night. The small amount
of disposable income he used
to have left after paying for car
insurance, phone bills, utilities
and rent, as well as supporting
his family, now continues to
shrink as gas prices rise.

In the Hmong communi-
ty, most families hunkered

down for tougher times and
kept up with debt payments
and the cost of living by pull-
ing on their bank savings,
Chupheng Lee said. But the
irony of Tong Lee’s Catch-22 is
that, even when the economy
rolls around to an expansion,
the roadblocks to empower-
ment facing him and other im-
migrantswill still remain. Even
if more jobs are created in the
near future, immigrantworkers
will be at themercyof the same
low-paying industries and ev-
er-changing business cycles.

Despite the cultural and
economic hurdles facing the
Hmong people seeking work
in a shrinking job market, cel-
ebration and community are
still a strong part of their lives.
TheHmong FreedomCelebra-
tion and 28th Annual Interna-
tional Sports Tournament, one
of twomajor events sponsored
by Lao Family Community,
starts Saturday. For two days,
thousands of Hmong families
from Minnesota and nearby
states will convene to compete
in sports and celebrate their
heritage. The event also fea-
tures booths with information
on local nonprofits geared to-
ward helping individuals find
jobs, take ESL classes and ob-
tain medical insurance and
healthcare.

Although he used to go reg-
ularlywith his family, TongLee
said hewill go to the games this
year only if he cannot log some
weekend hours at the Holiday
Stationstores warehouse. And
besides, his late-shift job dic-
tates his sleep schedule: On
Saturday and Sundaywhen the
festival takes place, he will be
catching up on some well-de-
served sleep before his work-
week starts again on Monday
night.

Patrick Lee • 612-673-7452

Multiple jobs, lowwages facemany inHmongcommunity
ø IMMIGRANT FROM B1

MARLIN LEVISON •mlevison@startribune.com
Tong Leeworks his second job late at night in a plant that specializes in packaging sandwiches for con-
venience stores.He carpools towork at 9:20 p.m. and doesn’t leave until 6:30 in themorning.

HMONG FESTIVAL
IN ST. PAUL
What:Hmong Freedom
celebration& 28th annual
International Sports Tour-
nament
When: Saturday and
Sunday
Where:McMurray Field
Como Park in St. Paul.
More info:Go to
www.laofamily.org or
contact Kahoua Yang at
651-214 -6800.

« [WHEN]WECAMEHERE,WEWEREALREADY20, 30: YOUCANNOTGOTOSCHOOLFORANOTHER
10OR 20YEARS, YOU’RE GOINGTOHAVETOGOTOWORK. IT’S REALLYAFFECTINGTHEHMONG
COMMUNITY ... THEYDON’THAVETHESKILLS TOMOVE JOBTO JOB. THEYRELYUPONTHEONE JOB
THEYFOUND…» Chupheng Lee,vice president of Lao Family Community—a group thatworks to empower theHmong community and otherminorities.

Lost bees are a cause for
alarm because, besides pro-
ducing honey, bees carry pol-
len between blossoms provid-
ing the cross pollination nec-
essary to produce the nation’s
fruit and vegetable crops— in-
cluding apples, oranges, blue-
berries, cranberries, melons
and pumpkins.

On Sunday at 6:30 p.m.,
Spivak will be one of the fea-
tured speakers at a public dis-
cussion on the health of bees
at Common Roots Cafe, 2558
Lyndale Av. S. in Minneapo-
lis. The event will begin with
a preview of an upcoming doc-
umentary: “The Vanishing of
the Bees.”

One syndrome of particu-
lar concern across the nation
since 2006—Colony Collapse
Disorder — has caused huge
numbers of bees in large com-
mercial hives to abandon their
hives anddisappear. The disor-
der, the cause of which has not
yet been found,was blamed for
a 31 percent decline in bee col-
onies in 2007.

In June, Congress received a
report that mysterious causes
hadkilled a record 36percentof
commercial bee colonies so far
this year in theUnited States.

Minnesota beekeepers are
losing bees mostly to parasitic
mites and not in the dramatic
fashionseen inColonyCollapse
Disorder, said Dan Malmgren,
president of the Minnesota
Hobby Bee Keepers Associa-
tion. The group has about 300
members inMinnesota,most of
them in themetro area.

The allure of beekeeping
Hassig’s interest in beekeep-

ing is an extension of his gener-
al interest in nature. He keeps
a few chickens, has a vegeta-
ble garden and allows wild-
flowers to cover much of his
front yard.

“Ever since I can remember,

myparents have always bought
bulk honey,’’ Hassig said. “That
was kind of the appeal — to
keep a disappearing way of life
going.’’

He shelled out about $1,000
for the hives, gloves, protective
suit and other equipment.

The reward has beenwatch-
ing the social activity of the
hives, Hassig said. He enjoys
watching the bees come and
go. And he feels good about
giving them a safe home. “It’s

hard for them to find a good
site for a nest on their own,’’
he said.

The bees have furthered his
understanding nature. He now
knows that honey tastes dif-
ferent depending on the flow-
ers the bees feed on. He has al-
so learned that bees feed on
the blossoms of some trees in-
cluding the Basswoods near
his home. “Up until I started
beekeeping I never thought of
Basswood or any other tree as
a source of nectar—other than
fruit trees,’’ Hassig said.

So far, he has harvested
about 175 pounds of honey. He
keeps some andbottles the rest
under the label of Minnetonka
WildflowerHoney,which is for
sale at a local grocery store. To
promote honey and beekeep-
ing, Hassig offers honey tast-
ing at the store.

But the bee deaths— rough-
ly 50,000 bees per hive— have
been hard for Hassig. “Every-
thing goes perfectly in the
books,’’ he said.

The first year he lost both
of his hives because of his in-
experience. He provided the
required sugar water to pro-

mote honeycomb production,
but the liquid went bad in hot
weather andhedidn’t realize it.
The second year, one hive died
in the winter. The third year,
mites or a virus set in, and both
hives died last fall.

“It’s a real source of frus-
tration for me,’’ Hassig said.
“I would rather not use chem-
icals and accept more loss. But
last year, when they died even
before winter, I decided it was
time to try the antibiotics.’’

It’s too soon to tell how the
antibiotic treatment will work.
He added it to the sugar water
in the spring, timing the treat-
ment before the bees started to
produce honey.

Battling an epidemic
Spivakrecommendsthatbees

beraisedwithminimalchemical
treatments to avoid contaminat-
ing honey, but she agrees with
Hassig’s decision to give antibi-
otics in the short term.

“There is a new species of
an old disease out there that is
killing a lot of honey bee colo-
nies. So for right now we have
to be treating,’’ Spivak said.

It’s the kind of exception a
person who avoids medicine
in favor of natural treatments
would make if an epidemic
moved through, she said.

If the hives die again, Hassig
said he may try to kill the tick-
like mites that attach to bees
and weaken them. But that
will be tricky, he said. “You are

Minnetonkaman is all abuzz about helping bees
ø BEES FROM B1

Photos byMARLIN LEVISON •mlevison@startribune.com
DeweyHassig let smoke drift into a hive so he could inspect the hon-
ey.The smoke slows the reaction time of the bees.He enjoyswatching
the bees come and go,and feels good about giving thema safe home.

So far,Hassig has harvested
about 175 pounds of honey
under the label:Minnetonka
Wildflower Honey.

IF YOU GO
On Sunday from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., the Common Roots Cafe,

2558 Lyndale Av. S.,Minneapolis will hold a bee information
event featuring a preview of a soon-to-be-released documen-
tary called“The Vanishing of the Bees.’’ The documentary, by
California filmmakersMaryamHenein and George Langwor-
thy,will be followed by a panel discussion about issues affect-
ing the health of bees. The panel will include the filmmakers,
Watertown honey producer Brian Fredericksen, andMarla
Spivak, a U professor and honeybee researcher.

Formore information, go towww.vanishingbees.com,
call the cafe at 612-871-2360, or e-mail
info@commonrootscafe.com

trying to kill a bug on anoth-
er bug.’’

He will go only so far with
chemicals, he said. “When it
gets to the point that it’s safer
to eat table sugar than honey,
it’s time to give it up.’’

Laurie Blake • 612-673-1711

2900 E. Hennepin, Mpls.
612-378-0177
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4TH OF JULY SALE

STOREWIDE SAVINGS

Buck’s will custom finish your purchase for you.

BLOOMINGTON
8806 S. Lyndale (Lyndale Plaza)

952-884-0901

ST. PAUL
1639 W. Larpenteur (1 blk. W. of Snelling)

651-646-9647

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES...WITH REAL
WOOD FURNITURE FINISHED YOUR WAY
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OPEN
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10AM – 3PM
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www.bucksunpainted.com


