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REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS 
Your first consideration should be the repairs and 

possible upgrades your property may require to be in top 
rental condition. Prioritize larger, more time-consuming 
projects, such as interior renovations and season-sensitive 
work, like landscaping, and save smaller tasks, such as 
minor repairs, for later.

What’s important at this point is making your listing 
photos look fantastic. So do the necessary painting now. 
Non-visible items like loose doorknobs and leaky faucets 
can wait until late winter or early spring. 

DE-CLUTTERING 
Masters renters are looking for properties with the appeal 

of a bed-and-breakfast and the turnkey ease of an upscale 
hotel. Before you start snapping pictures, make sure that 
your space is clutter-free. Clear surfaces of all but a few 
decorative accessories and remove any personal items, 
including family photographs and refrigerator magnets. 
Stash away closet, bathroom and kitchen counter clutter 
for a clean, spacious impression. Place mail and “to-do” 
piles out of view. As the big week draws nearer, you can 
find more discreet, practical storage for these items. Wipe 
down countertops and fixtures — kitchens and bathrooms, 
especially, should sparkle. 

STAGING 
Enhance curb appeal with some brightly colored 

potted flowers and a freshly mown lawn. Create style and 
flow by arranging a few key accessories in each room 
and coordinating items into a harmonious color scheme 
throughout. A few punchy throw pillows and some 
colorful wall art placed against neutral linens make for an 
attractive but universally appealing look.

Again, all you need to do now is to make your house 
photo-ready. Use what you have on hand to present an 
alluring profile of your property. There will be plenty of 
time later to perfect the look so that it lives up in-person 
to its online image. 

Once you have a renter in place — or when mid-
February rolls around, whichever comes first — you’ll 
need to start fine-tuning your décor and tending to the 
final details of your visitors’ stay. This will include clearing 
out sufficient storage space for your guests, purchasing 
extra linens, protecting your valuable and fragile items, 
making arrangements for your family (including any 
pets), scheduling a housekeeper and ensuring that all is 
in working order.

You’ll also want to craft a welcome letter detailing house 
rules and providing additional information about your 
home. Remember, the lovelier their stay, the more likely 
your renters will return next year. 

But not to worry! I’ll revisit this topic in February. After 
the candy corn and turkey have been long devoured and 
the last of the lights taken down from the roof, you’ll be 
ready again to tackle Masters rental preparation — and 
classroom valentines. 

Questions for Marin? Send inquiries to 
functionalfashionable@gmail.com.
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Like certain holidays that shall remain unnamed, 
the Masters rental season rears its seemingly 
premature head around this time of year. But 
while you can safely put off shopping for turkey 
tablecloths or the latest must-have gifts for kids (“Big 
Hugs Elmo?”), you’d be remiss to delay listing your 
home if you wish to rent it out for Masters in 2014. 

Although smaller houses most likely will not rent 
out until the early months of the new year, anyone 
wishing to cash in on Augusta’s biggest claim to 
fame should get listings out there now. Corporate 
renters are already in the market for properties 
ready to accommodate their Masters needs. 

Crucial to a quality rental, however, is 
presentation. Most renters browse photographs 
of their options as the first step in their process 
of elimination — so your home simply must look 
the part in order to attract serious prospects. A 
little style and a lot of organization are key to 
making that happen.
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