
Kathy Baughman funeral  
 

 
INTRO  
Kathryn Ruth Legg Baughman, beloved wife of 32 years to Joe, caring mother of Meghan Braden 
and Kyle, faithful daughter of Ray (late) and Mary Legg, loving sister of Kelly Hunt, Kate Haluska 
and Karen Legg, mom to her students, friend, confidant, giver, provider to all she knew. She gave 
to her community and to her church selflessly. Kathryn lives on in the countless lives she touched 
and those who continue to touch others by her instruction.  
 
As a pastor, one of my favorite memories of Kathy will always be those numerous times 
when I was able to observe her during worship at Echo Church. We’re pretending to be a 
hip, relevant church, so we keep the lights low (like some kinda coffeehouse or club). 
That’s probably why she liked coming—the awesome lighting. 
 
But as the minister, I usually hang around the back to welcome late-comers and, through 
the darkness, I could see her silhouetted in against the light from the front of the room. 
And I could see her hands extended towards the sky, in exaltation to her Lord. Friends, 
that woman knew how to worship her creator.  
 

As we reflect today about the life of Kathryn Baughman, I’d like for us to do so in light of a 
song from Scripture— a psalm of the Old Testament—written over 3,000 years ago. 
Because of its age, it might seem out-of-date. But this particular Psalm, Psalm 116 (the 
psalm we just read aloud), has staying power. It’s a song recited by Jews during their 
holidays, a song remembered by Christians during the Passion Week, a psalm perhaps 
written by David, copied by Johann Sebastian Bach and even used by the band U2. 
 
VERSE 1 
1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.  
 

The opening statement here is powerful, but more than we realize.  
a. While vs1 is translated “I love the Lord,” the Hebrew text actually only declares, “I love.” 
b. Translators just assume that the object of that love has to be the Lord.  
c. This might seem a little incomplete it’s more powerful if we view it as it’s written:  

1) I love BECAUSE OF THE LORD. God’s love for you is the reason you’re able to love.  
2) The love you give others(even if you don’t realize it) is b/c you’re in God’s image  
3) We know that Kathy was a woman full of love:  
     a) For her husband, her son and daughter, for her family and friends. 
     b) Repeatedly, her family told me that no one left her presence feeling unloved.  

 
VERSE 3 
3 The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 
 

The song-writer here speaks of surrounded by death (likely a near-death experience)  
a. This experience being the source of much sadness.  
b. Unfortunately, the last years of K’s life have also been surrounded by threat of death.  

1) Her repeated bouts with cancer constantly left her pondering her mortality.  
2) This is one of the reasons that this occasion is so difficult for us here. 
     a) Some of us are angered that this happened in such a terrible way. 



     b) We question, “why her?” (A question Kathy refused to ask herself) 
     c) But unlike the psalm writer, sorrow was not in her vocabulary. 
     d) She refused to let anything but joy dictate her reaction.  

 
VERSE 4 
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD : "O LORD, save me!" 
And how did Kathy respond? Just like the psalmist does, crying out to the Lord.  
a.  HOSHANNA! here is the same thing the crowd called out to Jesus on Palm Sunday.  
b. Friends, Kathy was keyed into a powerful lesson and she adhered to it faithfully:  

1) To be truly saved in death means calling out to the Lord for help.  
2) And in these last months, Kathy’s thoughts were not for herself, but for our  
    salvation—YES, FOR YOUR SALVATION. 
3) She fought this disease FOR YOU! She was joyful FOR YOU! 
4) She wanted to make sure there was no excuse for you to pity her.  

c. No matter how self-sufficient, no matter how hard you try, YOU CAN’T SAVE YOURSELF.  
1) You need God. You need Jesus. And Kathy HAD Him. She HAS him now. 
2) As verse 5 proclaims, the Lord is gracious, righteous, and full of compassion.   

 

VERSE 6 
6 The LORD protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me.  

In vs6, the Lord protects the simplehearted. Today, that might be an insult, but it’s the  
    highest complement I think could be paid, and Kathy was simplehearted.  
a. This means that she did what any loving human would do to others 
b. Among her many roles—daughter, sister, wife, mother—let me focus on one. 
c. Kathy was an educator, working in high schools and with special education students. 
 1) Kathy loved her job, her coworkers, and her students.  
 2) A simple observation of this is found in the words they offered on Facebook. 
 
“I want to thank you for everything. You helped me so much in high school. You were one of my 
biggest cheerleaders. I am so thankful to have known you.” 
 
“Thank you for your constant support in high school and out of high school. I will miss you very 
much. You always believed in me.” 
 
“I truly don’t know where I would be today without you. You pushed me to do things I didn’t think I 
could do. You touched so many lives and will be greatly missed but never forgotten. You where 
much more than just a teacher.” 
 
Verses 7-9  
7 Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the LORD has been good to you. 8 For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from 
death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling, 9 that I may walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 

It is a blessing to know through faith that Kathy’s soul is at rest now. 
a. Her soul is delivered eternally, she’s no longer burdened by her body—tears are gone. 
b. And the beauty of this text: feet don’t stumble and she walks before the Lord. 
 1) An anecdote that summarizes her will to overcome: walking lost & then found. 
 2) No more wheelchair necessary. She’s dancing with Jesus tonight.  
 
 
 



VERSES 12 
12 How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?   

1. Facing death pushes us one of two ways: towards gratitude or rejection of God  
 a. The psalmist responds by acknowledging the goodness of God. 
 b. In the midst of distressing life, Kathy continually responded in praise. 
 c. Again, we’re blessed with Facebook to see how Kathy viewed herself. She wrote: 

“Bottom Line: I love my Savior. I love to worship Him in every possible way. I am a 
stage 3 breast cancer survivor and know that in those quiet times of 3am, He was 
there with me. I have an amazing family who brings a smile to my face. Meghan 
and Kyle are the best children anyone could have. My husband is an amazing man 
of God who always has my back... and my heart. I love teaching high school 
students with learning and behavior disabilities. I know that nothing is impossible with 
God and that I will seek to serve Him everyday.” 

d. Instead of dwelling on the disease, she rejoiced in her blessings.  
      1) Yes, this woman is my hero.  
2. Additionally, Kathy loved her husband Joe desperately.  
 a. He was her greatest project. She told a lump of clay (emphasis “lump”) and  

    made him into the man of God that he is today.  
b. I loved watching their love. 30 years of inspiring marriage is something I long for. 
c. Joe, there is loss here, but you loved her with an unbridled passion. She’s proud. 

3. And Kathy loved her children deeply.  
 a. Of all time I’ve spent with this fam, I wish I could’ve been on vacations with them. 
 b. It must be said to Matt and Emily, the childrens’ mates, Kathy loved you dearly. 
 c. And, obviously, Kathy was immensely proud of Meghan and Kyle. 
 b. One year ago, in January 2011, Kathy wrote this on Facebook: 
“When did they grow up and become adults? The hard part is letting go. 
I am trying to figure out where time went and that they grew up. Seems like yesterday Meg and 
Kyle were running around here, now they are grown and on their own. I am sure that 
Kindergarten bus was just the other day.” 
 c. You showed great love because you received it. It’s a beautiful thing.  
 
VERSES 15  
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

1. Verse 15 is clearly the most problematic in all of Psalm 116.  
 a. IS GOD HAPPY WHEN HIS PEOPLE DIE? 
 b. This is how we instinctively react when people die: 
  *sometimes we say something like, “God needed to take them home . . .” 
 c. The problem: we’re trying to comprehend the incomprehendable 
 d. Death was not God’s original intention (Genesis 3) 
 e. This is the result of a fallen world. We will all meet Kathy’s fate. 
2. Better understanding: there is a joy in God’s heart when the faithful perish 
 a. Through the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, the Lord welcomes with open arms.  
 b. Early Friday morning, she heard him say “Well done, thou good&faithful servant.” 

c. And if he chooses to prolong our lives, there must be a good reason. 
 
VERSES 18,19 18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—  in 
your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD.  
 

This psalm concludes at the Solomon’s temple to God in Jerusalem  



1. The temple/city projects towards heaven. You ascended to worship.  
 a. And our lives are an ascension to God. We’re climbing the mountain. 
 b. Our sister Kathy has reached that peak. And she did it powerfully.  

c. As the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:7,8, Kathy could claim. 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in 
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

2. The psalm concludes with a simple phrase: Praise the Lord 
a. It’s the word “Hallelujah” — praise to YHWH.  
b. And Kathy modeled to us, it’s how we can get along in life. 
c. And as we summarize her life, I can think of no more appropriate to speak.  
d. Note Revelation 19:1-6 

1After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:  "Hallelujah! Salvation 
and glory and power belong to our God, 2for true and just are his judgments . . . And again they shouted: 
"Hallelujah!  The smoke goes up for ever and ever” . . . And all fell down and worshiped God, who was 
seated on the throne. And they cried:  "Amen, Hallelujah!"  5Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 
"Praise our God, all you his servants,  you who fear him,  both small and great!"  6Then I heard what sounded 
like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah!  For 
our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
 
1) Kathy is in the presence of the Almighty, hands raised before him, speaking Hallelujah 
2) My sadness is not for her, but for those of us left behind who grieve our loss.  
3) But the loss is overwhelmed by the blessing: Praise God for Kathy Baughman! 
 
I was blessed to be with the family just minutes after Kathy’s passing.  
 a. It was obviously an emotional time, but something I’ll never forget. 
 b. In the room where Kathy passed was a piano. And Megan and Kyle went to the  

   piano and started to sing a song together in the presence of her mother’s body.  
 c. And the song was so apt. It spoke to the moment. It showed this family’s center.  

d. Think about our friend, daughter, mother, and sister as you listen now.  
 
Song: Better is One Day 
 
 
 


