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Making a Difference: StayInMay organizers trust in the
‘transformative’ power of the arts
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By Joe Landon, Citizen Contributor
May 18, 2016

I've lived here 27 years and it seems to me that season is lasting a little bit longer each year.

There's a group that should probably be given some credit for that. With people usually heading

back "up north" by the middle to end of April, some local folks, looking for a way to prolong

season, found it with the StayInMay Festival. The event pays dividends to both snowbirds and

locals, including students, as it helps Naples come alive culturally.

Formerly known as the ArtsNaples World Festival, Inc., the StayInMay Festival is now in its 5th

year, and festival CEO Trey Farmer believes they are "truly making a splash in the local arts

scene in what is ordinarily slow shoulder season." Farmer says they combine the best of the arts

that Naples has to offer along with what he calls some amazing talent from across the globe.

Festival organizers promise that, if you stay in May, they will bring the world to you.

Now, whether you enjoyed one or more of this year's festival happenings, or you read the Harriet

Howard Heithaus article about them last month in the Naples Daily News, I'd like to share a

little more info about StayInMay with you here today.

There are concerts and events spanning art, chamber music, cinema, culinary arts, dance,

orchestra and theatre. To put that into perspective, more than 20 countries are represented in the

cultural offerings to the delight of more than 10,000 arts enthusiasts each year.

With a philanthropic organization at its core, the nonprofit StayInMay Festival believes in what
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they call "the transformative power of the arts," maintaining that arts education improves the

lives of young and old alike.

Working with the local education community, the festival sponsors educational programs

designed to motivate students while showing them how their lives can be enriched through

participation in the arts. They offer free special reserved tickets to students along with master

classes and concerts.

South Breeze Day
Camp
Summer Is Coming. Join The
Fun! Sports, Drama, Arts,
Science/Nature

"By bringing students and teachers together with visionary and passionate individuals and

organizations in the arts, we have an opportunity to inspire and impact the lives of young

people," says Claudia Polzin, the StayInMay Festival's director of development. "Our festival

also allows underprivileged children to hear and learn from some of the world's most sought-

after performers."

The Naples Art Association is the festival's premier partner, and CEO Aimee Schlehr feels their

mission, to expand cultural opportunities, broaden education and enrich Naples through the

visual arts, aligns perfectly with the festival's mission.

This year the festival ran from April 25 through May 8. The events were as varied as the venues.

Here's a list of just a few of them with each providing a pretty good reason to stay in May.

The music of Johann Sebastian Bach was front and center during a Fifth Avenue Chamber

Orchestra concert at Sugden Community Theatre. The Belarusian State Chamber Orchestra was

welcomed to town for two performances, one at the Trinity by the Cove Episcopal Church and

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1ZHaS19gV6fOLYiemQTuiJbQBJyJ7O1E_pyutd0Cnu_f0v0EEAEgzsHBJ2DJ1rGH3KPwEaAB8NHD6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSnAk_QTYykTIb5GahrJ8d8jP_q7DV6e6UTcwbzupGdJCCyYsjY4SwTtC6fbGPY6AzzfjEOtCn8D8Fh4TUGc9R1YaXdxNOA5CFyKjxQh_1mob7_LGZ996ABCJXqwuB-pMd5nn3c-8BkSdvvkPMMjTOxUJ_XKRsyNEfuXm0fielIs0RlnOFAchgNrLbmmWfbuIxIbreGCn5KgOdsIn5bepVukJqT455tF3kb2N_EZuYVWnOob3VKa4ZnGgHZbN2hsMttDPRXayaIeDSd5gBVLyb42NNE8_J_58TKsCiKRXY8N9ABX0q_zszW-Of5ZWsk9IYO1fETL8DPd1S9nxQvNyryF71Ov2AHFWsXhxRZTZPbDUv9n-Py9K4oCuHbE5_SflQ80V344fTbIvWAB_itvBaoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_002-htEIo1nZdajNPxvVnqgkrq9A&client=ca-pub-2201661047942181&adurl=http://www.SouthBreezeDayCamp.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1ZHaS19gV6fOLYiemQTuiJbQBJyJ7O1E_pyutd0Cnu_f0v0EEAEgzsHBJ2DJ1rGH3KPwEaAB8NHD6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSnAk_QTYykTIb5GahrJ8d8jP_q7DV6e6UTcwbzupGdJCCyYsjY4SwTtC6fbGPY6AzzfjEOtCn8D8Fh4TUGc9R1YaXdxNOA5CFyKjxQh_1mob7_LGZ996ABCJXqwuB-pMd5nn3c-8BkSdvvkPMMjTOxUJ_XKRsyNEfuXm0fielIs0RlnOFAchgNrLbmmWfbuIxIbreGCn5KgOdsIn5bepVukJqT455tF3kb2N_EZuYVWnOob3VKa4ZnGgHZbN2hsMttDPRXayaIeDSd5gBVLyb42NNE8_J_58TKsCiKRXY8N9ABX0q_zszW-Of5ZWsk9IYO1fETL8DPd1S9nxQvNyryF71Ov2AHFWsXhxRZTZPbDUv9n-Py9K4oCuHbE5_SflQ80V344fTbIvWAB_itvBaoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_002-htEIo1nZdajNPxvVnqgkrq9A&client=ca-pub-2201661047942181&adurl=http://www.SouthBreezeDayCamp.com


6/14/16, 3:47 PMMaking a Difference: StayInMay organizers trust in the ‘transformative’ power of the arts

Page 3 of 6http://www.naplesnews.com/community/collier-citizen/making-a-differ…sformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html?d=mobile

! 0

another at the South Regional Branch of the Collier County Library. Lyric Soprano Nancy Peery

Marriott, who has delighted audiences around the world including at the Kennedy Center,

performed at the Naples Art Association. The William Noll Jazz Orchestra brought its big band

sound to the Naples Zoo. Food was in the spotlight on two occasions with a Peruvian cooking

demonstration and another featuring Russian cuisine. And, to cap the festival off, there was a

Mother's Day Eve chamber music celebration blended with a smattering of local history at the

Naples Historical Society's Palm Cottage.

Learn more, if you'd like, by visiting www.stayinmay.com.

- - -

Joe Landon is a communications consultant having retired as executive director of

communications for the Collier County School District. Please send suggestions for future

columns to JoeLandon@Outlook.com.
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REACHING FOR THE SKY

Young Eagles program offers area youth the chance to fly
June 09, 2016 For many of the youngsters, it marks the first time they have ever
flown. This Saturday morning, the program is heading toward a major milestone.

Forever families needed
June 09, 2016 Is there room in your home and heart for one of these homeless pets?

DOWN TO BUSINESS

Seven things successful leaders do before 8 a.m.
June 09, 2016 Some people seem to be more successful, productive and lucky than others. In reality most of these
successful people make their own luck by being driven to work hard and work smart. One of the keys to success is to
get an early start on the day. This allows you, as a leader, to accomplish more.

TINY TAPPERS, GARGANTUAN GOALS

Visit California

Provide-Savings Insurance Quotes

LendingTree

Naples, Florida Drivers Are Stunned By This New Rule

Two cards are now paying an insane 10% cash back
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Young girl dance team headed to international championship
June 09, 2016 The sound of shoes tapping to the rhythm of “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo”
from “Cinderella” can be heard as soon as one walks into Tracee’s Dance Impact in
Fort Myers. The source of the impressive sound — nine pre-teen girls, proving size
doesn’t matter when it comes to dancing.

THE IT CROWD

Hodges again offering technology summer camp to area girls
June 08, 2016 Every day, people from all walks of life use technology to make their lives easier. However, many don’t
realize the numerous career opportunities available that help create the next tech sensation.

Login  Activate  Subscribe  Contact

!  "  $  %

© 2016 NAPLES DAILY NEWS

https://www.syncaccess.net/scripps/npdn/account/logon?returnurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile&cancelurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile
https://www.syncaccess.net/scripps/npdn/home/hostsystemregistrationlookup?op=link&returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile&cancelurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile
https://www.syncaccess.net/scripps/npdn/account/register?op=subscribe&returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile&cancelurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naplesnews.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcollier-citizen%2Fmaking-a-difference-stayinmay-organizers-trust-in-the-transformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html%3Fd%3Dmobile
http://www.naplesnews.com/about-us/contact-us-330924662.html
http://www.naplesnews.com/community/collier-citizen/tiny-tappers-gargantuan-goals-young-girl-dance-team-earns-golden-ticket-to-compete-in-internatio-34c-382308341.html
http://www.naplesnews.com/community/collier-citizen/the-it-crowd-hodges-again-offering-technology-summer-camp-to-middle-high-school-girls-34c6c85d-7d9e--382289671.html
http://www.facebook.com/naplesnews
http://twitter.com/ndn/
http://instagram.com/naplesnews
http://www.youtube.com/NaplesDailyNews/


6/14/16, 3:47 PMMaking a Difference: StayInMay organizers trust in the ‘transformative’ power of the arts

Page 6 of 6http://www.naplesnews.com/community/collier-citizen/making-a-differ…sformative-power-of-the-arts-3321190d-a668-379975441.html?d=mobile

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

http://www.naplesnews.com/about-us/privacy_policy-317546751.html
http://www.naplesnews.com/about-us/terms_of_use-317547881.html

