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By Dave Trecker

The snowbirds have gone and things are quieting

down.

As we near the midpoint of 2015, it's a good time

to take stock of where things stand ? by the

numbers.

12: Millions of dollars raised this year by the

Naples Winter Wine Festival, $12.3 million, to be

exact. Now in its 15th year, this remarkable event

has pumped millions into the Naples Children &

Education Foundation.

11: The percentage increase in Florida construction

jobs last year, the biggest jump in the country. In

Collier County, we're building like there's no

tomorrow.

10: As a result, Naples-Marco Island was the 10th

fastest-growing metro area in the U.S. in 2014, with a 2.5

percent increase in population. No surprise why people want

to move here. As Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce

chief John Cox has said, "The area is flat-out beautiful."

9: The beach at Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park was ranked
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ninth best in the country by Florida International University.

Barefoot Beach Preserve in Bonita Springs ranked even

higher, in second place. According to FIU, you have to go to

Hawaii to find a better beach.

8: The number of subdivisions established here by Habitat for

Humanity. The local chapter, one of the most productive in

the country, racks up one success after another. And without a

penny of government money.

7: Seven fledgling businesses now fill the Kraft Office Center

in Naples. The seven are startup companies in the business

accelerator program, set up to foster economic development

in Collier County.

6: Florida, "The Sunshine State," is the sixth sunniest in the

country. That's based on the amount of sunlight reaching the

ground between sunrise and sunset. Only California and the

southwestern states have more. Now the challenge is to

convert more of that sunlight to solar power.

5: From a tax standpoint, Florida is the fifth best state in

which to live and work. No income tax, no intangible

property tax, no death tax. No wonder people are coming here

in droves. The contrast to my native Connecticut, the worst in

the country for taxes, couldn't be greater.

4: ArtsNaples World Festival completed its fourth season,

celebrating all things French. The weeklong festival had

everything from organ music to haute cuisine to French opera.

Coloratura Julia Lima and pianist Nikolai Medvedev were

amazing.

3: Florida is now the third most populous state, behind

California and Texas. We overtook New York in December

and we're still growing. Some 800 people a day are moving to

Florida.

2: Several number twos. Collier men have the second highest

life expectancy in the country (81 years), and the county as a

whole is the second healthiest in Florida. Just for the record,

Collier women rank No. 1 in the U.S. in life expectancy (86

years)! Who needs Blue Zone?

1: The Naples-Marco Island area is projected to have the
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highest economic growth in the state this year (4.7 percent).

And it's happening. We added over 6,500 jobs in February

and again in March. New construction has added over $1

billion in valuation, and the real estate market is booming.

Not a bad first half of 2015.

__ A retired executive of Pfizer, Trecker serves on a number

of local boards.
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