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AS POPE FRANCIS TRAVELS TO CELEBRATE THE WORLD’S YOUTH IN 

RIO, THE WORLD HOPES FOR A CHURCH REBUILT IN THE SPIRIT OF HIS 

NAMESAKE 

NEW BOOK by Former Dominican priest and theologian 

silenced and expelled by then-Cardinal Ratzinger challenges 

the new Pope to usher in a new era of authentic spirituality 

and rigorous theological debate. 
 

The election of Jorge Mario Bergoglio to the Papacy marked a series of 

historic Papal firsts—first Jesuit, first from the Americas and first from 

the Southern Hemisphere. But most moving was his being the first to 

take the name of St. Francis. At a time when the Vatican is embroiled in 

decades-long scandals of the Curia and its clergy around the globe, this 

act has inspired the world to hope for a church rebuilt in the spirit of his 

namesake, Francis. Former Dominican priest Matthew Fox presents a 

series of heartfelt letters to his brother in Christ about the great 

challenges facing the church today, drawing from the deep spiritual and theological sources that have 

been suppressed since Vatican II, and implores him to restore the sensus fidelium (the sense of the 

faithful) and reshape a church with justice and compassion. 

 Learn why Pope Francis shares a preference with St. Francis for non-hierarchical organization and 

why it has profound implications for church reform. 

 Discover why we have had two papacies in schism, and how the new Pope can take us in a new 

direction. 

 Why running a church without rigorous theological debate is like running General Motors without 

engineers. 

 How Pope Francis’ powerful economic message is reviving the Gospel’s “option for the poor” at a 

time when the world needs it most. 

 Why today’s youth are starving for a “good news” of justice and compassion, where the work of 

both women and men are valued and supported at all levels of Church and society. 
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Matthew Fox holds a Ph.D. in spirituality, summa cum laude, from the Institut Catholique de Paris. His 

long career has been devoted to rediscovering the mystical and prophetic tradition of creation 

spirituality, and to reinventing forms of education.  In the process he incurred the wrath of Cardinal 

Ratzinger who shut down his Institute of Culture and Creation Spirituality after 19 years and "silenced" 

Fox in 1989, ultimately expelling him from the Dominican Order in 1993. Fox then started the University 

of Creation Spirituality. He is author of 31 books on spirituality and culture translated into 49 languages.  

Father Bede Griffith called Fox's creation spirituality "the spirituality of the future and his theology of 

the Cosmic Christ is the theology of the future."  Fox has been active as a priest in the Anglican 

community working with youth to awaken worship and to create a more just and compassionate 

world—one in keeping with the spirit of St. Francis. Learn more at www.matthewfox.org. 

Fox is available for interviews and expert opinion and commentary. 
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For interview and appearance requests please contact Dennis Edwards at 33dennis@sbcglobal.net  

or call 510.835.0655  
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