FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN A DUCK AND A DOVE
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A long time ago a duck and a dove were friends. They agreed to eat together.  One day the two agreed to steal pigeon peas from a certain garden. Although they knew that stealing was bad, they also feared  being caught by the garden owner.  

Duck told dove that he was not going to accompany his friend. Upon hearing this, dove persuaded his friend to go with him. Since the two were best friends, they went off to steal together.
When the two arrived in the garden, they started eating the pigeon peas. Suddenly the owner of the garden appeared. Dove had seen him from a distance. He told his friend that he wanted to have a drink and he disappeared. Duck was busy eating as the dove flew away, when the owner caught him.   He was then taken to the village for punishment.

The villagers beat him severely. Duck kept on apologising until he was forgiven. His beak got flattened because of the beating. 
From that day onwards ducks started to live in the village while doves live in the bush. 

Moral of the story:

· People learn bad manners and actions from each other
· The villagers were not kind to duck because they beat him severely. They should first have sit down and discussed the mischief duck did in a friendly way. Some people are fond of beating instead of talking things through.

In a Malawian setting this story helps children to choose good peer groups in order to behave well. Bad behaviour can be infectious.
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