
Mrs Tomkys’ and Mrs Lea’s visit to Chipili - October 2013!
!

Mrs Tomkys and Mrs Lea thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit Chipili Primary School near Lilongwe in Malawi 
for a week in October, thanks to the British Council 
Connecting Classrooms grant.  It was the end of the 
dry season, so hot, humid and dusty.  Many 
Malawians are hoping for good rains this year 
because last year harvests were poor.  Malawi is 
about to enter the so-called ‘hungry season’ before 
new crops are ready to harvest and when stores of 
staple foods such as maize have run out.  It is likely 
that Malawi will need food aid in the coming year.

Here is a list of some of our activities while there:!!
1. Observed and participated in lessons with each of the five year groups at Chipili (Years 1-5).  Some 

classes were extremely large, for example the Y2 class had 119 pupils.!!
2. Mrs Lea taught the Y5 class about biodiversity and the environment as part of our joint wildlife study 

and Mrs Tomkys taught maths to a number of different classes.  She was able to introduce the pupils 
and staff to the equipment we had taken out with us, such as base ten materials.  Meanwhile, Chipili 
pupils demonstrated their counting equipment as you can see in the photo above.!!

3. Updated our partnership agreement with Chipili senior staff.  This was an important task to ensure that 
both schools are expecting the same outcomes from the link, especially in view of various staff 
changes at Chipili School.  Mr Matumba, the headteacher who visited St Joseph’s briefly in March 
2011, has now moved on and he is currently being replaced by an acting headteacher, Mrs Cecilia 
Nkhoma (the previous deputy headteacher).  Our agreed aims are:!!

• To improve the quality of education in both schools.!
• To understand our similar and different values, and how school life reflects them.!
• To learn to use the environment sustainably.!
• To learn to solve conflicts peacefully.!
• To aim to ensure that decision-making happens equally.!!

4. Visited the home of one of the Y4 pupils in his village next to the school.!!
5. Brought some new equipment, such as mathematical counting materials, stationery, skipping ropes 

and a parachute for games.



!!!
We also:!!
1. Took photographs and videos to share with staff 

and pupils on return to the UK and tried to set up 
Skype (it almost worked!) !!

2. Enjoyed a presentation by staff and pupils at 
Chipili involving song, dance and role plays.!!

3. Answered questions sent by email from St 
Joseph’s pupils about our experiences while we 
were there.!!

4. Met with the group village headman and a member of the school committee to 
discuss the link within the context of the wider community.  Also met the Chipili 
school primary education adviser.!!

5. Exchanged gifts - we gave Chipili a lovely banner 
made by the members of the St Joseph’s sewing 
club - many thanks to Mrs Weakes’ input and 
support for this.  Meanwhile, Chipili staff 
presented us with a beautifully wood-carved 
model of Noah’s ark.!!

6. Visited Lake Malawi, Lilongwe markets, a 
Chichewa-speaking church and a small game 
park called Kuti run by the Lilongwe Wildlife 
Centre and where conservation work is taking 
place.  We will be working closely with the 
Lilongwe Wildlife Centre who have offered to help 
our schools run joint Eco topics: they have 
excellent materials about environmental issues in 
Malawi and will be helping Chipili School set up a 
wildlife club.!!

7. Agreed future shared topics for Y3/4: !!
! 2013-14!

• Wildlife conservation !
• Peace and conflict resolution!
• Toys and games!
• Litter and waste!!

! 2014-15!
• Food and farming!
• Trees and deforestation!
• Cultural practices (rites of passage)!!

! Y5/6 pupils will be looking at water in 2013-14 and at health in 2015-16



!!!

!!!!!!

Since our return, pupils in Y4 have been comparing 
photographs from 2009 and 2013.  Here are some of their 
observations:!!
What has changed:!
• There is a new staffroom and school office with a library.!
• There is now a headteacher’s house with a solar panel 

for charging mobile phones.!
• There is a new roof on one of the classroom blocks.!
• There are more trees.!
• The classrooms now have concrete on the floor and 

lockable doors.!
• One class (Y3) now has desks.!
• There are new toilet blocks for staff and pupils.!
• There is a new water pump.!
• There are more posters on the walls.!!
What has stayed the same:!
• There are large numbers of children in each class.!
• Y5 does not have a classroom (but bricks are now being 

made by villagers to build a new one).!
• Many children do not have uniform or shoes.!
• Most classrooms do not have furniture.!!



!
!

!
Next steps!!
St Joseph’s will be sending out a laptop computer to help Chipili School communicate with us more 
directly (at the moment we communicate through Hope Missions Ministries).  Although there is no 
electricity supply at Chipili School itself, Mr Phaka has access to electricity near his home so will be 
able to charge the laptop from there.  We have already supplied a dongle for internet connection.!!
We are now looking to set up a small committee made up of parents, governors, staff and 
pupils to help us maintain and develop our link with Chipili School.  Anyone who is 
interested, please contact Mrs Tomkys or Mrs Lea.!

Mrs Tomkys with the staff of Chipili School

Our heartfelt thanks go to Cecilia Nkhoma and 
other staff at Chipili School and also to Starfish 
Malawi and Hope Mission Ministries who did so 
much to ensure our visit was such a successful 
one.  We would particularly like to thank Annie 
Mkandawire from Hope Missions and Maryanne 
and Emmanuel from Starfish, who worked very 
hard to co-ordinate our activities and provide 
transport, meals and accommodation.  For 
further information about the work of these 
charities, please see their websites:!!
http://www.starfishmalawi.com!!
http://www.hopemissionsministries.com!!! Left to right: Mr Dyson Phaka (school link coordinator), Mrs 

Annie Mkandawire (Director of Hope Missions), Mrs Cecilia 
Nkhoma (Acting Headteacher, Chipili School)




