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The field ofplanning has always been of interest to me since I was a yOWlg and 

curious child. As a native of Buffalo, New York, I often heard stories from family 

members about the city's great industrial past. Speaking in forlorn tones, they recoWlted 

the exodus of Bethlehem Steel Company, calling it the "final nail" in the coffin holding 

the life and vitality of the region. The loss of industrial and manufacturing blue-collar 

jobs, coupled with white flight to the adjacent suburbs, resulted in a center city faced with 

reduced population, diminished tax base, and a loss of employers to provide jobs for 

citizens. High vacancy rates, abandoned homes, and unresponsive landlords soon 

followed. Transportation modes, such as a major highway, were built to provide suburban 

residents an efficient way to travel in and out of the city, yet at the expense ofdestroying 

the fabric ofHumboldt Park, a vibrant Black community. 

On a personal note, my childhood neighborhood slowly changed over the years, 

shifting from a racially mixed community to a predominantly black community. Factors 

such as declining property values, loss of neighborhood schools, and increased crime 

accompanied the racial shift within my neighborhood. As I grew older, I became puzzled 

when I saw other areas of the city, such as Elmwood Village, thrive and receive national 

recognition for their urban mix ofhousing, businesses, and walkability, yet business 

corridors unique to the Black community were desolate, lacking investment in small 

businesses and infrastructure improvements. These differences really struck me as 

strange and cause me to wonder why certain communities in my city suffered, while 

other flourished. During my Wldergraduate career, I was privileged to study abroad in 

Thailand for six months. The experience was life-changing, as I experienced, firsthand, 

the culture ofa Third World COWltry. The overwhelming needs ofThai citizens, in terms 
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ofaccess to food, clean water, housing and health care, was a difficult concept for me to 

grasp, at first. As I lose my sense ofnaivete, I realized that impoverished urban areas 

existed worldwide and there is a need for community development in various areas, both 

domestically and internationally. 

I have always been interested in the study of law, however the professional 

experience I gained showed me the positive results ofcommunity engagement and urban 

planning, two of the essential elements ofcombating poverty. Upon graduation from 

Loyola College in 2005, I began working for city government in various capacities, 

realizing that the work I performed was part of the urban planning process for the city. 

Helping to create the City ofBuffalo's Citizens Participation Academy showed me a 

disconnect between city government and residents and the need to bridge the information 

channels between the two parties. Being a team member in the creation of the 1st ever 

Citizens Empowerment Conference, an outlet and forum for private and governmental 

groups to inform residents ofavailable services, was a way to build capacity within the 

community. Other recent opportunities, including financial literacy facilitation and 

volunteering with the Michigan Street Heritage Corridor Commission, has shown me the 

various and overlapping needs of the community and further instilled the desire within 

me to remain in Western New York and help to improve the region, one step at a time. 

Upon completing my education of May 2012, I hope to work with a public 

interest organization or law firm that specializes in affordable housing and community 

development. Either career path yields great potential for working to combat poverty. 

Within the public interest realm, creating connections between impoverished people and 

social service agencies is one avenue to help "connect the dots" and provide much needed 
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aid in the community. If! am fortunate enough to work within an affordable housing or 

community development firm, I will work to ensure the law is fairly applied and feasible 

projects designed to benefit low to moderate income citizens come to fruition. Deliberate 

course selection has allowed me to learn about relevant tax credits available to non-profit 

organizations and developers for affordable housing developments. Another class 

involves studying the area's community based organizations and develop 

recommendations to help them become more efficient. These learning experiences have 

excited me, as I strongly believe that I found a field of study that is truly satisfying for me 

and I am eager to apply this knowledge in a professional job, upon graduation. 

In pursuing this career path, I want to remain in the field of community 

development, concentrated in areas such as community development financial institutions 

(CDFIs), affordable housing lending, or non-profit organization and management. My 

personal, professional and academic experiences has introduced me to a field of study 

that I find to be very fascinating and needed for urban regions, especially Western New 

York. It is my hope that a year from now, I will be able to bring the above-mentioned 

experiences to a professional job within the area, working to make a tangible difference 

in the lives of Western New York citizens. 


