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716-946-7277 II metuzzo@buffalo.edu

Objective
To be the 2016 recipient of the Michael J. Krasner Memorial Scholarship

Education
The State University of New York at Buffalo. Buffalo, NY August 2014 - Present
  School of Architecture and Planning
  Master of Urban Planning, Expected May 2017
  Master of Architecture, Expected May 2017

     United States Department of Energy Solar Decathlon September 2014 - October 2015
         GRoW Home; as Team Cost Estimator, Contributed in the Design, Construction, and Performance of a Solar Powered Home

     ASHRAE Region I Niagara Frontier Student Chapter October 2015 - Present
         President; Responsible for organizing area exploration programs and student outreach

The State University of New York at Buffalo. Buffalo, NY August 2010 - December 2013
  School of Architecture and Planning
  Bachelor of Science, Architecture, Summa Cum Laude,  February 2014
 

     Study Abroad, Ireland May - June 2013
         Architectural Study Abroad Program to Dublin, Cork, Killarney, Limerick, Galway, Donegal, Derry, Belfast, Edinburgh, and London

     Rigidized Metals Forming, ACADIA 2013 Adaptive Architecture October 2013
         Investigated the structural and specular qualities inherent in thin-gauge textured stainless steel through a design and fabrication process

     Study the American West January 2014
         Architectural Study Abroad Program to Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Phoenix 

North Tonawanda High School. North Tonawanda, NY September 2006 - June 2010
  Finished in Top 5% of Graduating Class

     Academy of Engineer and Architecture September 2006 - June 2010
         A school within a school that prepares students for futures within the fields of engineering and architecture

Work Experience
Research Assistant; UB School of Architecture and Planning May 2015 - Present
Hayes Hall, University at Buffalo South Campus, Buffalo, NY 14214, 716-829-5900
  Climate Change Impacts on the Buildings Sector in New York State. Working under the guidance of Dr. Nicholas B. Rajkovich on 
  a grant from the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Job responsibilities include data     
  collection, data aggregation, GIS mapping, literature review, presenting, and writing.

Teaching Assistant; UB School of Architecture and Planning August 2014 - Present
Hayes Hall, University at Buffalo South Campus, Buffalo, NY 14214, 716-829-5900
  Teaching Assistant for ARC 542/442 Construction Tech with Annette LeCuyer. Job responsibilities include teaching    
  undergraduate students how to read and interpret construction drawings, and understand construction systems

Fabrication Laboratory Assistant; UB School of Architecture and Planning August 2014 - Present
Parker Hall, University at Buffalo South Campus, Buffalo, NY 14214, 716-829-5900
  Working under the direction of Lindsay Romano, job responsibilities include processing and fabricating student’s laser 
  engravings and cuts, CNC milling, and 3D printing, while providing additional fabrication guidance and assistance. 

City of North Tonawanda Engineering Department; Engineer Technician January 2011 - May 2015
216 Payne Avenue, North Tonawanda, NY 14120, 716-695-8565
  Responsible for surveying, design development, cost estimation, construction documentation, and on-site inspection,  for   
  projects such as the Columbia Drive Renovation Project, Gratwick Riverside Park Marina Upland Improvements, and the 9/11 
  Memorial Project

Mississippi Mudds Restaurant; Grill Chef April 2008 - August 2011
313 Niagara Street, Tonawanda, NY 14150, 716-694-0787
  Served as deputy-manager of kitchen and managed personal schedule

TRM Architect; Intern June -July 2009
448 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202
  Worked on site plans, participated in site visits, and attended client meetings for Wilson Farms store renovation project

1 II Tuzzo



Michael E Tuzzo IV 24 Rose Circle, North Tonawanda, NY
716-946-7277 II metuzzo@buffalo.edu

Competitions and Awards
Competitions:
 2015 US Department of Energy Solar Decathlon; 1st Place Comfort Zone, 1st Place Energy Balance, t-1st Place Commuting, 
           2nd Place Overall, GRoW Home 
 2015 Steer FACadE Lift Design Competition; Honorable Mention, InterSTEERtial Space
 2013 University at Buffalo Urban Housing Design Competition; Second Prize, Vibrato
 2012 The Housing Finance and Development Centre of Finland ARA-Home 2049 International Design Competition, Honorable 
           Mention, Urban Plexus  

Awards and Scholarships:
 2015 University at Buffalo Dean’s Scholarship (Department of Urban Planning); Department of Architecture’s High Academic  
            Achievement List;
 2014 University at Buffalo Cannon Scholar; University at Buffalo Dean’s Scholarship (Department of Architecture); AIA Buffalo/ 
            WNY Chapter Scholarship;
 2013 Fenton Scholarship for Study Abroad, Undergraduate Dean’s List (Spring 2013); 
 2012 Undergraduate Dean’s List (Spring 2012, and Fall 2012 semesters);  
 2011 Undergraduate Dean’s List (Fall 2011 semester);  
 2010 Provost Scholarship; Academic Competitiveness Grant; Hyatt Design Excellence Award; Undergraduate Dean’s List (Fall      
            2010 semester); 
 2009 New York State Champion (Football); All Western New York Academic Team (Football and Baseball); Great American 
            Rivalry Series Scholarship; Quality Student Award; Top 25 Student Class of 2010

Skills
Autodesk: AutoCad, Revit;
ESRI: ArcMap 10;
McNeel: Rhinoceros, Vray, Grasshopper; 
Adobe: Adobe Creative Suite 5 and 6, Illustrator, Indesign, Photoshop, Flash, Dreamweaver; 
Microsoft: Microsoft Office 2010, Word, Powerpoint, Excel, Access

Volunteer Work
Roswell Park Cancer Institute
  Ride for Roswell team captain, rider, volunteer, and fundraiser; Roswell Paintbox Project

University at Buffalo
  University to High School mentor, organized visits and tours for North Tonawanda High School students; Recruiting for Study 
  Abroad Programs through Office for Study Abroad; Accepted students open house guidance

North Tonawanda Athletic Association
  Coached youth league football

References Available Upon Request

Presentations / Lectures
ASHRAE Region I Niagara Frontier Chapter March 2016
  GRoW Home; The University at Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning’s entry to the 2015 USDOE Solar Decathlon 
  Competition. Presentation included competition background, design concepts, systems performance, competition results, and 
  public dissemination

NYSSPE Erie/Niagara Chapter Seminar Series February 2016
  GRoW Home; The University at Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning’s entry to the 2015 USDOE Solar Decathlon 
  Competition. Presentation included competition background, design concepts, systems performance, competition results, and 
  public dissemination

2 II Tuzzo



Michael Tuzzo 
2016 Michael J. Krasner Memorial Scholarship Application 
March 31st, 2016 
 

Like many other urbanized areas surrounding the Great Lakes, Western New York has been 

dealing with issues of disinvestment and neglect since the manufacturing industries were 

removed from the area. The populations that remain live within an environment that restricts 

instead of regenerating economic growth. I would like to focus my career in urban planning on 

these issues, and work to utilize effective planning methods to set into place prosperity of the 

city and region. My experience in and around the field of urban planning has provided me with 

applicable knowledge that can be utilized to contribute to sustainable growth in the Western 

New York area.  

 

My home city of North Tonawanda, New York is an environment that exhibits many of the same 

issues facing the City of Buffalo, except on a smaller scale. The City of North Tonawanda grew 

because of, and was left behind by, the lumber and product manufacturing industries. The loss 

of employment, and the separation from major transportation infrastructure (the I-190 

bypassed the city in 1959) have combined to significantly decrease the city's population over the 

past 60 years. This has spawned many other issues within in the city, including but not limited 

to high property taxes, school closings, and a decrease in the availability of funds for 

infrastructure maintenance. These issues help define the instabilities of the local economic 

system.  

 

I worked under Dale Marshall in the City of North Tonawanda's Engineering Department for 

approximately 5 years. In this office, I helped work on the actual implementation of schemes 

that were designed to help the city overcome these economic issues. The projects we tackled 

gave the city a physical foundation from which sustainable economic growth could occur. These 



projects include the Gratwick Riverside Park Marina Improvements, multiple storm sewer 

separation and PVC waterline installations, and design proposals for the redevelopment of Twin 

Cities Memorial Highway. These projects worked to improve and expand upon the city's 

infrastructure, which set into place economic expansion initiatives that help the city grow at a 

sustainable pace. 

 

My experience working as a civil engineer, and my experience as an aspiring architect and urban 

planner has revealed to me the strong connection that exists between the built environment and 

the social and economic systems that fit within. The projects listed above use physical 

interventions as a methodology for addressing economic and social needs. The urban planner 

plays a critical role in the interplay between the built environment and social and economic 

systems that fit within. Urban planning can address and balance these issues in a way that not 

only generates, but sustains growth. 

 

Working under Dr. Nicholas Rajkovich, I have had the opportunity to look into the connection 

between the social and physical systems that we live within. To analyze how climate change 

impacts the building stock of New York State, the research has pushed me to understand the 

specific vulnerabilities that make each place unique. The presence of different populations, 

building types, infrastructures, and social interactions make each region, city, and neighborhood 

unique. Because of this, activating each region, city, and neighborhood requires a focused 

reflection of space, and an informed planning process. I have learned through this research that 

every problem is unique, and every alternative course of action needs to be carefully revised and 

tailored to specific situations. The wicked problems facing Western New York and the City of 

Buffalo require informed planning interventions that reflect and activate the specificities of the 

neighborhoods within. Western New York and the City of Buffalo require an individualized 

planning approach that ensures the sustainable growth of the city and all of those who live 



within. Because of its inherent ability to holistically approach these issues, urban planning exists 

as an avenue towards effective interventions that ensure sustainable growth.  

 

Urban planning is a profession that efficiently and thoughtfully responds to site specificities. 

The field addresses both the social and physical aspects of design, and can set into motion 

policies, frameworks, and systems that ensure sustainable growth. Today, the City of Buffalo 

appears to be on the verge of an economic ascent with projects like the expansion of the medical 

campus, and the increased downtown presence of the University at Buffalo. It is important that 

as we move forward as a region and as a city, urban planners are given the opportunity to direct 

the region and city towards development that can be maintained for multiple generations. 

 

During my final year at the University at Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning, I intend 

to focus my thesis studies on how the City of Buffalo reached the point of continuous 

disinvestment, and how the region seemingly perpetuates decline. Revisiting and reviewing the 

goals, assumptions, and policies of the past can identify variables and systems that prevented 

sustainable growth in the city. One of many examples, the instability of the manufacturing 

industry pulled the rug out from beneath many blue collar workers in the area, and left behind 

many in neighborhoods that could not provide their populations with alternative opportunities. 

This example shows that the city was not (and still is not) protected from sudden shifts in 

capitalistic trends. Studying causal actions like this will help justify strategies like career 

training, neighborhood driven development coalitions, and existing infrastructure 

improvements, which can be used to initiate and maintain the city’s growth. Using these and 

other techniques and theories from the fields of urban planning, architecture, and civil 

engineering, it is my intent to not only be a part of Western New York and the City of Buffalo's 

growth, but to help ensure its sustainability, and its ability to benefit multiple generations and 

multiple populations.   
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