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Ten Years of the Michael J. Krasner 
Memorial Scholarship

Upstate Planner | April 2014

In addition to serving as Senior Planner with the Erie County Division of Planning from 1986 
until his passing in 2004, Mike also served as an adjunct professor in the University of Buffalo 
Urban Planning Department.  He volunteered as a member of the Town of Cheektowaga 
Conservation Advisory Committee and the Stiglmeier Park Steering Committee.  Serving an 
active role on both the Western New York Section and the Upstate New York Chapter of APA, 
he received the Distinguished Service to the Section Award in 1994 and the Distinguished 
Leadership award in 2002.

Michael Krasner served for more than 25 years in the public, private 
and academic sectors until his passing in 2004. 

The Scholarship
The Michael J. Krasner Scholarship is a competitive award for a 
graduate student in the Urban and Regional Planning Program at 
the University at Buffalo.  The scholarship is awarded to the student 
that best exhibits his/her commitment to planning issues in Western 
DQG�8SVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�ZKR�EHVW�UHÁHFWV�WKH�LGHDOV�RI�0LNH�
Krasner.

The Scholarship honors Mike Krasner’s dedication to the 
profession and education of planning in Western New York, as well 
as his commitment to APA.  The Scholarship is funded through the 
generous support of WNY Section and Upstate NY Chapter APA 
members.  Thanks to our members, we have been able to keep 
Mike’s memory alive through awarding the scholarship for the past 
ten years.  With your continued support, we hope to continue the 
scholarship on to the future.

In honor of the tenth anniversary of the scholarship, we have 
tracked down the ten winners for a “where are they now” update.

2004 - Eric Ameigh
Eric currently works as Senior Project 
4HUHNLY�PU�[OL�*P[`�4HUHNLY»Z�6ѝJL�PU�
Boulder Colorado.  He has coordinated 
the City of Boulder’s involvement in a major 
international bicycle race (the USA Pro 
Cycling Challenge), served as the co-pilot for 
the update of the Fire Department’s master 
plan, has been involved in a handful of 
organizational development initiatives.  

438 Main Street, Suite 700
Buffalo, NY 14202
T 716.854.1181  F 716.854.1800
www.hatchmott.com

Consulting Engineers and Planners providing studies, design, 
and construction inspection services for:

� Highways & Bridges
� Rail & Transit Systems
� Tunnels & Underground Construction
� Facilities & Infrastructure
� Site Development
� Airports

� Pipelines
� Environmental Remediation
� Solid Waste Management
� Water & Wastewater 
� Information Management
� Contract Operations

The Winners

2005- Christopher Parezo
Christopher works at Civitas in Denver, 
Colorado , where he is the Urban Design 
Leader and Project Manager.  In 2012, 
Chris led his team to win an urban design 
competition to transform 400 acres into a 
new transit-oriented, mixed use neighborhood 
adjacent to rail in Denver.  Chris will also be 
leading the Civitas team in Kabul New City, a 
development project the Afghan Government 
is undertaking to help stabilize the country, 
designing the urban framework and open 
space system that will guide the development 
of a new city center.

2006 - Mark Rountree
Mark is a Planner with the Erie County’s 
Department of Environment and Planning.  
Mark has been involved in the demolition, 
remediation and redevelopment of the 
Spaulding Fibre Superfund Site in the City of 
Tonawanda, assisted in the production of the 
Black Rock Canal Park Feasibility Study, and 
is currently working on physical improvements 
to the park in the Black Rock/Riverside 
ULPNOIVYOVVK�VM�)\ќHSV���
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:H�KRSH�WKDW�6SULQJ�KDV�ÀQDOO\�DUULYHG�DV�\RX�DUH�UHDGLQJ�
this newsletter. Planning is underway for our conference in 
Rochester. Please plan to join us at the Memorial Art Gallery 
from September 17th through 19th. The conference is a 
great way to meet with other planners, explore the city and 
learn about current trends and topics. This year, the program 
committee is hoping to have a stronger a focus on practical 
skills for planners. All sessions will be submitted for CM 
credit, and there will be sessions on law and on ethics.  

In 2015, we are hosting a Regional Conference for 
APA Region 1, which includes the New York Metro, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Northern New 
England, Pennsylvania and New Jersey Chapters. It will 
be held in Saratoga Springs at the City Center from June 
��WK�²���WK���7KLV�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�5HJLRQ�
1 conference since 2002, when it was held in Providence, 
Rhode Island. We are excited to be the hosts for this event, 
which will draw planners from across the northeast. Please 
note, because of the Regional Conference, we will not have a 
fall conference in 2015. The Western New York Section will 
host the Fall conference in 2016.

:H�MXVW�FRPSOHWHG�RXU�ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�RIIHULQJ�´&KDSWHU�RQO\µ�
memberships. It is a great option for retired planners, people 
in allied professions and planners who are not interested 
in full APA membership. At only $75 per year, it is an 
DIIRUGDEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH��DQG�LW�SURYLGHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�EHQHÀWV��
which are listed on our website. Please let your friends and 
colleagues know about this option. 

You may have noticed regular updates from the Chapter, 
letting you know about new jobs, projects and other topics 
of interest. These updates are generated automatically by 
RXU�ZHEVLWH��3OHDVH�JR�WR�\RXU�SURÀOH�ZLWK�QDWLRQDO�$3$��WKH�

President’s Report
Ellen Parker, AICP

“My APA” button at planning.org) to make sure your email 
address is accurate to make sure you receive the newsletters 
and other communications from the Chapter.   

,�ZLOO�EH�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�&KDSWHU�3UHVLGHQWV�&RXQFLO��&3&��
meetings held during the conference in Atlanta. These CPC 
meetings are an opportunity to hear what other Chapters 
are doing, and to communicate our members’ concerns 
to national APA. One topic will be the role of the APA 
President, now that Paul Farmer is retiring. Please feel free to 
contact me about any questions or concerns you have. 

Ellen Parker is a planner at Wendel Companies and is based in the 

)\ќHSV��5L^�@VYR�VѝJL�
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“I look forward to seeing you all in 
Rochester. As always, if you have any 
questions, comments or even complaints, 
please feel free to let me know!
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“As I enter into my final year as President, I’d like 
to thank my fellow Chapter Board members and 
the Section leadership, for volunteering to run our 
programs and activities.  I am extremely grateful 
for all their hard work.

&KDSWHU�HOHFWLRQV�IRU�QHZ�RIÀFHUV�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�RYHU�WKH�
summer. We are starting to pull together our slate of 
RIÀFHUV�QRZ��3OHDVH�VXEPLW�DQ\�QRPLQDWLRQV�WR�PH�RU�-XG\�
Breselor. We are also looking for volunteers to get involved. 
Opportunities include writing articles for this newsletter, 
helping with the conferences, and getting involved with 
legislative policy issues. 

In closing, I’d like to thank my fellow Chapter Board 
members and the Section leadership, for volunteering to run 
our programs and activities. Our Chapter and Sections do a 
lot: newsletters, websites, events, lectures, tours, legislative 
advocacy, student mentoring, the annual conference, the 
awards program, the Krasner scholarship, maintaining 
ÀQDQFLDO�UHFRUGV��HWF���$V�,�HQWHU�LQWR�P\�ÀQDO�\HDU�DV�
President, I am extremely grateful for all their hard work. 
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Western New York Section Report
Angela Keppel, AICP, WNY Section Director

Southern Tier Section Report
Tom Knipe, Southern Tier Co-President with Jennifer Yonkoski

July 2013
The WNY Section hosted a walking tour of the Larkin 
District, a newly revitalized business center just outside 
of Downtown Buffalo.  City Planner Chris Hawley and 
Developer Howard Zemsky led the tour, which was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. 

November 2013
WNY Section, along with the University of Buffalo 
*UDGXDWH�3ODQQLQJ�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��*36$���KRVWHG�RXU�
biannual student/professionals mixer.  To put a twist on our 
mixer, we used a speed networking format, which was fun 
for all in attendance. 

December 2013
The WNY Section hosted a holiday happy hour for 
planners.  Additionally, through the generous support of 
WNY Section and Upstate Chapter APA members, the 
WNY Section successfully raised $1530 during 2013 
towards the Michael Krasner Memorial Scholarship!

The Western New York (WNY) Section 
hosted a several events over the course of 
2013.

Following the successful leadership of the 2012 Chapter 
Conference in Corning, the Southern Tier Section 
reorganized in 2013. We adopted  new bylaws, elected 
a new Section Board and are gearing up to activate new 
Section programming for the Southern Tier in 2014. We 
are energized to explore an expanded engagement with 
the Cornell University Department of City and Regional 
3ODQQLQJ��&53��DQG�&RUQHOO�DIÀOLDWHG�VWXGHQW�DQG�DOXPQL�
groups including the Organization of Cornell Planners and 
CRP Connect. 

Do you have ideas for educational programming, 
SURIHVVLRQDO�QHWZRUNLQJ��HYHQW�FR�VSRQVRUVKLS��RU�RWKHU�
things you would like to see in the Southern Tier Section’s 
2014 work plan? Want to organize a Chapter event in 
Broome, Chemung, Cortland, Delaware, Otsego, Schuyler, 
Steuben, Tioga or Tompkins County? Drop us an email.  

New bylaws and updated Section 
programming is on the horizon for the 
Southern Tier Section.

tknipe@tompkins-co.org
jyonkoski@co.broome.ny.us



Genesee/Finger Lakes Section Report
Katie Evans, GFL Section Director

Did 2013 seem to go by really fast for anyone else? In a 
SURIHVVLRQ�IRFXVHG�RQ�ORQJ�UDQJH�SODQQLQJ��DSSOLFDWLRQ�
deadlines for agendas a month or more in advance, deadlines, 
GURS�GHDG�GHDGOLQHV��DQG�HPHUJHQF\�GHDGOLQHV�ZLWK�WKH�
DGGLWLRQ�RI�D�ÁXUU\�RI�QLJKW�PHHWLQJV�LW�LV�QR�ZRQGHU�WKH�\HDU�
seems to go by fast! 

Nonetheless it is my pleasure as G/FL Section Director to 
share the following highlights with you:

�� Annual meeting and social gathering in February 

�� &KDSWHU�2QO\�0HPEHUVKLS�SURPRWLRQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�QLQH�
QHZ�PHPEHUV�� While we are still working to attract  
more individuals unable to commit to a full APA 
membership, G/FL is leading the pack with over half 
of the NYU Chapter Only Members in our Section.  I 
hereby issue a challenge to the other Sections to try to 
surpass our efforts!

�� 6SRQVRUHG�WKH�5HVKDSLQJ�5RFKHVWHU�/HFWXUH�6HULHV�� In 
LWV��WK�\HDU�ÀYH�OHFWXUHV�ZHUH�KHOG�-DQXDU\�WKURXJK�-XQH��
The series is made possible by the coordination of the 
Rochester Regional Community Design Center and 
many generous donors. See the NYU APA March 2013 
newsletter for a list of impressive presenters. Audio of 
past lectures is available http://rrcdc.org/listen.html. 

�� 5RFKHVWHU�3XEOLF�0DUNHW�7RXU�DQG�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�
0DUNHW�0DVWHU�3ODQ�LQ�-XQH�  If you are in the region and 
haven’t visited the Rochester Public Market, you won’t 
believe the activity going on in this amazing space that 
dates back to 1905!  It is truly something to see in person. 
7KH�PDUNHW�QRZ�LQFOXGHV�YHQGRUV��UHVWDXUDQWV��ORIW�RIÀFH�
space, band on the bricks, food truck rodeos, garage sale 
days, an ATM that looks like a British phone booth and 
so much more.  Click on the following link for more 
information:  http://www.cityofrochester.gov/article.
aspx?id=8589936780 

�� Various meetings throughout fall to prepare for the 2014 
NYU APA Conference

Transitioning into 2014, under the direction of Lisa Cheung 
�3DVVHUR�$VVRFLDWHV��DQG�'DYLG�.UXVH��65)�	�$VVRFLDWHV���

we are working very hard to plan an invigorating Chapter 
Conference. This year’s theme will be 3UDFWLFDO�.QRZOHGJH�
IRU�3UDFWLFDO�3ODQQLQJ. The conference will be held at the 
0HPRULDO�$UW�*DOOHU\�LQ�5RFKHVWHU�6HSWHPEHU���WK���WK��
The reception will be held at the Rochester Museum and 
Science Center. If you have any suggestions or comments for 
WKH�SODQQLQJ�FRPPLWWHH��SOHDVH�GRQ·W�KHVLWDWH�WR�H�PDLO�WKHP�
to David at dkruse@srfa.net. We want to hear from you!

In closing, the Section has one again sponsored the 9th 
Annual Reshaping Rochester Lecture Series.  Under the 
theme ,Q�WKH�7UHQFKHV��$�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�*UDVVURRWV�(IIRUWV��
the series kicked off with Jeff Speck speaking on walkability 
in January. Monthly lectures will be held through May.  Visit 
http://rrcdc.org/reshapingrochester.html for details.
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For the Genesee/Finger Lakes Section, a year packed full of activities, combined with 
WSHUUPUN�MVY�[OL������JVUMLYLUJL�OHZ�THKL�[PTL�Å �̀

http://rrcdc.org/listen.html
mailto:dkruse%40srfa.net.?subject=2014%20Upstate%20APA%20Conference
http://rrcdc.org/reshapingrochester.html%20


POP QUIZ!
The Myths of Main Street, by Dr. Kirin J. Makker

{Continued on page 10}

Kirin holds an M.A. in English Language and Literature 
(UMass Amherst), an M.Arch. (UMaryland College 
Park), and a Ph.D. in Regional Planning (UMass 
Amherst).  At Hobart William Smith (HWS) she teaches 
architectural design, visual communication, and 
American planning history.  Before HWS, she taught at 
Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts (2004-
2008).  
Reprinted with permission from The Myths of Main Street: 

exploring the developmental history of the American small town in 

its heyday (1870-1930)

About the Author

Upstate Planner | April 2014

http://mythsofmainstreet.wordpress.com/
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That’s right, a pop-quiz (by the way, you can 
relax, there is only one question on this pop 
quiz)
In lectures on my book research, I have occasionally started 
P\�WDONV�ZLWK�D�EODQN�VOLGH�WKDW�VD\V�´SRS�TXL]µ��,�VWROH�
this brilliant idea from a colleague of mine when I was 
teaching at Smith College, in Northampton, MA and I have 
shamelessly employed it on many an occasion.  I don’t care 
who you are or if you’re 75 or 18, if someone standing at 
WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�URRP�VD\V�´SRS�TXL]�µ�\RX�ÀQG�\RXUVHOI�
uncontrollably attentive).

So here we go.

Question #1:  Where are we?

7\SLFDOO\�HYHU\RQH�LV�TXLHW�DW�ÀUVW�DQG�,�KDYH�WR�HJJ�
them on.  “Are we in one town or two or four? Are we 
in real towns or at Disney World? Are we in the South or 
Northeast?  Are we looking at towns that were built in the 
19th century or 20th century?”

After a fair amount of guessing from folks, I throw up the 
QH[W�VOLGH��UROO�RYHU�WKH�SKRWRV�WR�VHH�WKH�DQVZHUV��

$QG��KRSHIXOO\��P\�SRLQW�LV�PDGH���0DLQ�6WUHHW�KDV�D�
“visual vocabulary” that spans every region of the United 
States.  This is just what small town America looks like!  
,W·V�JRW�KLJKO\�RUQDPHQWHG�WZR��DQG�WKUHH�VWRU\�EXLOGLQJV���
There are clean sidewalks with awnings to walk under.  The 
road is nicely graded.  There are streetlamps, the occasional 
SDUN�EHQFK��WUDVK�UHFHSWDFOHV��DQG�PD\EH�D�ÀQLDO�KHUH�DQG�
there.  There are leafy street trees.

PETALUMA, CA

http://mythsofmainstreet.wordpress.com/


The CNY Section has been in a bit of a stagnant stage for some 
period of time now. While there are many planners working 
and living in the CNY area, there is a great geographic distance 
that exists between nodes of planners and population. This has 
proven to be a lynch pin in activating the section and providing 
professional resources to our planners in the area.  

The direction the CNY section is looking to go is of 
PRUH�DQ�HOHFWURQLF�EDVHG�JURXS�WKDW�SURYLGHV�D�IRUXP�IRU�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�QHWZRUNLQJ��,W�LV�VWLOO�DVVXPHG�WKDW�LQ�
person events and meetings will take place. As we look to other 
Sections and see the activities, resources and connections they 
bring to area planners, we wish to bring the same to Central 
New York. The goal is to progress the CNY Section in 2014 
to an active status and begin to reconnect the planners of the 
region. Any CNY planners reading this that wish to help with 
the activation, please  let me know!

Central New York Section Report
Dana Crisino, CNY Section Director

Founded in 2008, Empire State Future works to actualize the 
principles, policies, and practices of smart growth.  The organization’s 
legislative successes have included the passage of the Public 
Infrastructure Policy Act, which instructs state agencies and authorities 
to direct infrastructure dollars to smart growth projects and not to the 
FRVWO\��ORFDWLRQ�LQHIÀFLHQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�ZH�FDOO�VSUDZO��WKH�VWDWH�
&RPSOHWH�6WUHHWV�/DZ��DQG�WKH�VWDWH�ODQG�EDQNLQJ�DXWKRULW\�OHJLVODWLRQ���
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�LWV�DGYRFDF\�ZRUN��ZH�VWULYH�WR�EH�WKH�JR�WR�UHVRXUFH�LQ�
New York for land use and development information and inspiration. 

Empire State Future Update
Evan Michael Lowenstein, co-founder and consultant

drcaicp@gmail.com

www.empirestatefuture.org

Check out ESF’s website and sign up for email updates:

And don’t forget to join our social media communities!

CNU 22

Site / Civil Design 
Structural Design & Inspection 
Environmental Design 
Water / Wastewater Engineering 
Construction Inspection  
Architecture 
Planning 
Survey & Mapping 
3D Laser Scanning 

�����&UHVFHQW�5RDG��&OLIWRQ�3DUN��1<�������
���������������ZZZ�PMHOV�FRP�

0�-��(QJLQHHULQJ�DQG�/DQG�6XUYH\LQJ��3�&��
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mailto:drcaicp%40gmail.com?subject=APA%20Southern%20Tier%20Section
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http://www.twitter.com/empstatefuture
http://www.facebook.com/empirestatefuture


{Continued on page 11}

Recharging in the Electric City
A summary of the 2013 Chapter Conference

Upstate Planner | April 2014

Over 255 registrants and speakers gathered for the 
APA+ASLA Upstate Chapter Annual Conference 
5HFKDUJLQJ�&RPPXQLWLHV�7KURXJK�3ODQQLQJ�	�'HVLJQ�RQ�
6HSWHPEHU�������������LQ�GRZQWRZQ�6FKHQHFWDG\��1<��2XU�
conference venue, the historic Proctors Theatre, provided a 
unique setting for three days of sessions and networking and 
the APA Upstate Chapter Awards luncheon. 

&RQIHUHQFH�KLJKOLJKWV�LQFOXGHG�WZHQW\�HLJKW�VHVVLRQV�
and six mobile workshops, featuring over 80 speakers, 
geared around three themes: the Power of Water to carve 
and connect our landscape, Community Transformers that 
contribute to the revitalization of our communities, and 
Transportation Conduits that serve to enhance our land use 
and development patterns. 

Conference highlights included twenty-eight sessions and six mobile workshops, featuring 
over 80 speakers, geared around three themes.

Keynote speaker, Joseph Minicozzi AICP, provided a 
fascinating presentation illustrating new ways to think about 
urban forms and development. In addition to the detailed 
descriptions of the analytical tools he has developed, and 
which are being utilized around the country, he shared 
humorous insights into how a transplanted Upstate New 
Yorker from Rome, New York is now acclimating to his 
adopted home in North Carolina. 

Conference attendees who had not been to Schenectady 
for many years remarked on the transformation of this 
SRVW�LQGXVWULDO�FLW\�LQWR�D�OLYHO\�PHFFD�IRU�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�
activities within a vibrant downtown commercial corridor.  

The Conference Committee was very pleased to see that 
approximately 40 students from several Upstate New York 
universities participated in the conference. We offered a 
special incentive for students to attend by providing a modest 
$50.00 registration fee, and an opportunity to reduce that 
fee to $25.00 by volunteering for three hours of work at 
the conference. Approximately twenty students from the 
University at Albany took advantage of this opportunity 
and provided crucial volunteer assistance to conference 
operations.

One of the conference highlights was the Student Poster 
Showcase. The Conference Committee invited universities to 
each submit two student projects. We received nine posters 

IURP�ÀYH�GLIIHUHQW�GHJUHH�SURJUDPV��:LQQHUV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�
E\�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�YRWHG��YLD�SULYDWH�EDOORW��DW�WKH�6WXGHQW�
Showcase. The two winning poster submissions were:

�� 3ODQQLQJ�$FURVV�*HQHUDWLRQV��6KLIWLQJ�WKH�3ODQQLQJ�
3DUDGLJP���&RUQHOO�3ODQQLQJ�6WXGHQWV�'DQLHOOH�'XQQ��
;LDRPHQJ�/L��9LFWRULD�/RQJ��+D\OHH�0DGÀV��7UDYLV�
North, Abigail Rivin, and Danai Zaire. 

�� 45�0DUVK���681<�(6)�/DQGVFDSH�$UFKLWHFWXUH�
Students Ben Boisclair and Ariana Muca. 

IMAGE: Grems-Doolittle Library Collections

Proctor’s Theater
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On January 25, 2012, the New York State Department of 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��'(&��DGRSWHG�QHZ�´6KRUWµ�
DQG�´)XOOµ�(QYLURQPHQWDO�$VVHVVPHQW�IRUPV��($)V���7KH�
new EAFs became effective on October 7, 2013. 

7KH�QHZ�IRUPV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�6KRUW�
($)�DQG�)XOO�($)�ZRUNERRNV�DQG�WKH�´($)�0DSSHUµ�
VRIWZDUH�SURJUDP���ZKLFK�WKH�'(&�H[SHFWV�ZLOO�LPSURYH�
and modernize environmental impact analysis and the 
SEQR process. 

The New SEQR Forms are Here!
The NYSDEC has adopted new Environmenal Assessment Forms

www.dec.ny.gov/permits/93240.html

Here are frequently asked questions regarding the 
new forms, workbooks, and the EAF Mapper software 
program:

Ten Years of the Michael J. Krasner 
Memorial Scholarship {continued from page 2}

{Continued on page 12}

CNU 22

2007 - Arlene Rodriguez
Following graduation, Arlene moved to Meadville, 
Pennsylvania to work with the Crawford County 
Planning Commission as a Planning Assistant.  In 
January 2012, Arlene was promoted to become 
the Assistant Planning Director for the Commission.  
Arlene reviews new land developments for the 
county, as well as reviews and creates ordinances 
for the 51 municipalities in Crawford County.  Arlene 
also takes on the lead role of maintaining and 
developing the GIS database for the County.  Arlene 
also serves as Membership Chair for the Crawford 
Area Young Chamber of Conference (CAYCC).

2008 - Brittany DiLeo
Brittany works with the NYSDEC at the Reinstein 
Woods Education Center in Cheektowaga.  Brittany 
works as an educator, focusing on leading guided 
tours and also as Invasive Species Coordinator, 
mapping invasives and writing management plans 
for controlling harmful plants. Brittany is currently 
working through Reinstein Woods under an EPA 
grant that allows her to train teachers in methods of 
PUJVYWVYH[PUN�[OL�.YLH[�3HRLZ�HUK�)\ќHSV�9P]LY�PU[V�
their curriculum.  She has presented her work at 
local, state and national conferences.  

2009 - Christopher Schaut
After graduating in 2010, Christopher spent a year 
working at the University of Rochester.  In 2011, he 
moved to New York City in search of professional 
opportunities.  Christopher currently works as a 
Research Analyst with Jones Lang LaSalle.  Jones 
Lang LaSalle is a global real estate services and 
PU]LZ[TLU[�THUHNLTLU[�ÄYT���0U�OPZ�WVZP[PVU��OL�
[YHJRZ�[YLUKZ�PU�[OL�4HUOH[[HU�JVTTLYJPHS�VѝJL�
market.  Christopher is a member of the New York 
Metro APA chapter. 

2010 - Tyler Mekus
Tyler works for LP Ciminelli as a Project Manager, 
working on renewable energy projects across New 
York State.  Recently, he has been involved with the 
redevelopment of the Erie County Medical Center 
campus.  Beginning this May, he is serving as the 
lead Project Manager for LPCiminelli on the build 
V\[�VM�[OL�\WWLY�ÅVVYZ�VM�[OL�2PKUL`�+PHS`ZPZ�*LU[LY�
VM�,_JLSSLUJL��[V�PUJS\KL�UL^�TLKPJHS�VѝJL�ZWHJLZ�
and operating rooms.  
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POP QUIZ!
{continued from page 8}
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Then I tell them that all these pictures were taken in the 1990s 
or thereabouts.  If we look at pictures of small towns from the 
late 1800s, we might see something different:

PAGE 10

Whoaa.  Where’s all the quaint prettiness?  Maybe we don’t 
know that much about Main Street.

My research looks at how Main Street happened — how it 
ZDV�SK\VLFDOO\�EXLOW��DVVHPEOHG��VW\OHG��UH�RUJDQL]HG��DQG�
FOHDQHG�XS���'LJJLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�DUFKLYHV�KDV�FRQYLQFHG�PH�
that we don’t know very much about the developmental 

history of Main Street, that we tend to accept some givens:  
LW�ZDV�ORFDOO\�PDGH���´QR�FRUSRUDWH�:DOO�6WUHHWHUV�RQ�0DLQ�
6WUHHW�µ���FRQVHUYDWLYH��´:K\�FKDQJH"��,W·V�DOZD\V�ZRUNHG���
We don’t need crazy new ideas from those city folk fussing 
ZLWK�RXU�ZD\�RI�OLIH�µ���DQG�DXWRQRPRXV��´:H�ORRN�DIWHU�RXU�
RZQ��1R�RXWVLGH�LQÁXHQFH�KHUH�µ�����$ORQJ�WKH�ZD\��0DLQ�
Street, the physical place, became an archetype of American 
values.  Main Street is a physical place, but it’s also a 
community ethos.

6R�ZKDW"��:KDW·V�WKH�ELJ�GHDO�\RX�DVN"���DQG�PRUH�WR�
the point, why am I digging around in archives about the 
developmental history of small town America?)

:HOO��LQ�P\�SURIHVVLRQ��WKDW·V�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�XUEDQ�
planning), this Main Street imagery reigns a bit unquestioned 
in design proposals and policies.  And well, I have a problem 
with what feels too much like blind faith in a nostalgic idea 
about small town life.  I think we planners need to get more 
informed about what we’re referencing in our proposals — 
we have tended to recreate small town America in suburbia, 
as if the community ethos we associate with Main Street 
will magically grow from the ornamented buildings and 
streetscaping.

+ROG�RQ�D�PLQXWH���\RX�VD\���<RX�WKLQN�SODQQHUV�DUH�YDFXRXV�
automatons, employing small town imagery without realizing 
that they are recreating a place from the past?

No. Of course not.  I’m a planner too, you know.  And I 
personally LOVE ye olde small town Main Streets.  I just 
think that the small town has more to offer contemporary 
SODQQLQJ�DQG�GHVLJQ�WKDQ�VXSHUÀFLDO�LPDJHU\�

I believe that if we know a fuller story about what made 
the place we so admire and idolize, we will actually see 
that we can’t accept it at face value — that we will observe 
Main Street, the archetype, with a keener understanding of 
how complex a place it is and in our understanding of its 
complexity, see it as a place to learn from but not mimic.  
We will see that Main Street was made because it was open 
to unconventional and innovative approaches to social 
governance, municipal planning, the importing and exporting 
of ideas.  It developed with the cities during America’s great 
period of urbanization, not independently of it.  Main Street 
occurred in concert with Wall Street.



Recharging in the Electric City
{continued from page 8}
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By Marcia O. Kees, APA Conference Chair

Our main conference reception found us all ONSTAGE 
ORRNLQJ�RXW�DW�WKH�������VHDW�WKHDWHU��ZKLOH�ZH�VDPSOHG�IUHVK��
locally sourced foods and were entertained by a member of 
the American Theater Organ Society playing popular show 
WXQHV�RQ�´*ROGLHµ����3URFWRUV�PLJKW\�:XUOLW]HU�RUJDQ���

7KH�&RQIHUHQFH�&RPPLWWHH�SURFXUHG�ÀIWHHQ�H[KLELWRUV�
and seven business card ads, plus seven organizations or 
EXVLQHVVHV�WKDW�SURYLGHG�VXEVWDQWLDO�LQ�NLQG�VHUYLFHV��$OO�RI�
these contributors were listed on the conference website and 
program. We own a special thanks to the Capital District 
Regional Planning Commission, which provided pro bono 
services and oversight for our conference registration.  

7KH�&RQIHUHQFH�&RPPLWWHH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�HDUQ�D�PRGHVW�SURÀW�
for the Chapter and the Section by raising considerable 
revenue, trimming our costs, negotiating a considerable 
DPRXQW�RI�LQ�NLQG�VHUYLFHV��DQG�SURYLGLQJ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�
hours of member volunteer labor. Several CDPA Section 
RIÀFHUV�DQG�PHPEHUV�ZRUNHG�IRU�RYHU�D�\HDU�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�
conference: Marcia Kees, Tom Carey, Mark Castiglione, 
Kathy Ember, Rocky Ferraro, Steve Iachetta, Kate 

Lawrence, Jim Levy, Don Odell, Sam Piper, Corianne Scally, 
Steve Strichman, Linda Trombley, and Adam Yagelski. 
8SVWDWH�&KDSWHU�RIÀFHUV�(OOHQ�3DUNHU��$UW�%XFNOH\�DQG�$QG\�
Raus as well as Chapter Staff Consultant Tanya Zwahlen also 
provided assistance. 

Our ASLA colleagues who worked with us in planning this 
joint conference included Andy Hart, Christine Colley, Ian 
Law, John Lutz, Mary Moore Wallinger, Nick Schwartz, Sue 
Steele, Art Traver, and Rick Rivers and Diane Chevron from 
The Rivers Organization.  

The conference provided a total of 54.25 CM credits, with 
the opportunity for an AICP member to earn up to 13.75 CM 
credits.

We would like to thank everyone who participated and 
helped make our 2013 NY Upstate Chapter conference a 
rousing success! 



Ten Years of the Michael J. Krasner 
Memorial Scholarship {continued from page 9}

2011 - Tamara Wright
Tamara completed her dual degree 
in law and urban planning (JD/MUP).  
Tamara works as a Policy Coordinator 
for the Empire Justice Center, which is a 
statewide, multi-issue, multi-strategy public 
PU[LYLZ[�SH^�ÄYT�MVJ\ZLK�VU�JOHUNPUN�
the “system” within which poor and low 
income families live.  Her legislative and 
HKTPUPZ[YH[P]L�HK]VJHJ`�LќVY[Z��MVJ\Z�VU�
social service issues such as childcare and 
disabilities, consumer protection issues 
and health care.  Tamara is licensed to 
practice law in the State of New Jersey.

2012 - Christina Farrell
Since becoming a Krasner Scholarship 
recipient in 2012, Christina has completed 
her Master’s in Urban Planning degree.  
While in school, Christina served as an 
PU[LYU�H[�[OL�)\ќHSV�<YIHU�+L]LSVWTLU[�
Corporation, working on planning projects 
YLSH[LK�[V�[OL�:V\[O�)\ќHSV�)YV^UÄLSK�
Opportunity Area.  She also worked as 
a Research Assistant under Dr. Daniel 
Hess, co-authoring a published article, 
report and textbook chapter (pending) 
on multi--modal transportation planning 
MVY�L]HJ\H[PVUZ���*OYPZ[PUH»Z�ÄUHS�WYVQLJ[�
for graduate school was an open 
space preservation plan for the Town of 
Tonawanda.

2013 - Melanie Reimondo
Melanie is expecting to graduate in 2014, 
and is specializing in Community and 
Economic Development.  Melanie is 
interested in seeing how neighborhoods 
which are currently underserved can 
be places for growth, change and 
development.  She currently works as 
a Community Building with the Perry 
Choice Neighborhood as part of the 
AmeriCorps program.  The program is 
working to develop the community to 
create a sustainable community within 
the Perry Choice Neighborhood through 
employment and revitalization.
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