
By Tracey M. Clothier, AICP
Saratoga County is thinking regionally again.
Seven communities in Saratoga County recently joined 

forces to produce a collective vision for the Hudson River. 
Reclaiming the Hudson: Th e Saratoga County Riverscape 
Project is a new publication co-produced by the towns of 
Moreau, Northumberland, Saratoga, Stillwater, Mechan-
icville, Halfmoon, and Waterford that describes a future 
for the river corridor after the PCB dredging project. 

It is the latest of several intermunicipal planning eff orts 
underway in Saratoga County. One of these initiatives, the 
Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan completed in 
2006, presented a broad view of the county’s historic and 
recreational themes and provided an excellent foundation 
for open space planning at the local level. Th e County’s 
Riverscape Project, which champions a series of compat-
ible and interconnected projects along the river and the 
Champlain Canal, is consistent and supportive of the 
Green Infrastructure Plan.

Th e current Reclaiming the Hudson project recognizes 
that the river has been vastly underutilized and under-ap-
preciated following years of environmental contamination 

state conferences in Auburn last year were 
worth 1.5 credits each. Under certain cir-
cumstances, members may earn credits for 
unpaid planning instruction and tenure-
track faculty can earn credits for articles in  
approved journals. Teaching courses for a 
salary or fee is not eligible. Activities such 
as APA leadership positions, mentoring or 
volunteer activities (other than approved 
lectures) also do not qualify. 

For each two-year period, members 
must earn 1.5 credits on the topic of eth-
ics and 1.5 credits on current planning law. 
Th e remaining 29 credits may be on any 
eligible topic. With a four-month grace pe-
riod, you have until April 30, 2009 to earn 
your credits for the current two-year period. 
If you earn more than 32 credits during this 
two-year time period, you may carry up to 

By Mike Long, AICP, RLA
 Greetings everyone.  
Many of us traveled to Phila-

delphia this spring – the site of the 
National APA conference.  I attended 
the Chapter Presidents Council Lead-
ership Meetings.  Th e most notable 
issue was the adoption by the AICP 
Board of Directors of  new rules for 
Continuous Maintenance for  AICP. 

Th is issue has been debated for 
many years at various meetings, and 
there were minor changes up until 
the end.  Overall, everyone agrees that 
continuing education is good for the 
profession; the debate has mostly been 
centered on how to develop the pro-
gram, deliver it, the costs, the number 
of contact hours, etc.  Th ere was give 
and take on all sides and ...off  we go.

With Ellen Parker (our Profes-
sional Education Offi  cer - PDO) we 
will make a concerted eff ort to bring 
these issues to the membership. With 
increasing usage of the Internet, we 
will be in contact with the members 
about educational opportunities.  Re-
member to check our APA Chapter 
website at: www.NYUpstateplan-
ning.org.  If you have changed your 
e-mail address or other information, 
remember to update your informa-
tion through the National APA web 
site, as they are the offi  cial keeper of 
the membership information.

I look forward to seeing you all in 
Binghamton this year at our chapter 
conference.
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Regional planning in the Hudson River Corridor

AICP certifi cation now requires maintenance

See  AICP, continued on page 5

See  Hudson River, continued on page 9

President’s Message

Save the Date
September 19 to 21

Chapter conference in 
Binghamton

Details on page 6.

By Ellen L. Parker, AICP
Th e requirement for AICP continuing 

education is now a reality. On Friday, April 
13th, at the National APA Conference in 
Philadelphia the AICP Commission unan-
imously approved a new plan for certifi ca-
tion maintenance. 

All AICP members must now earn 32 
credits of continuing education in every 
two-year period.  According to the policy 
statement released by APA/AICP, failure to 
meet these requirements within four years 
will result in the loss of AICP certifi cation. 
Th e fi rst two-year period starts on January 
1, 2008. However, credits earned starting 
on April 14, 2007 will count. 

In general, one hour of ‘contact time’ 
at a seminar, conference or training ses-
sion is equivalent to one credit. For ex-
ample, most sessions at the New York Up-



2 Upstate Planner

WE THINK THERE’S A BETTER WAY, TOO. 

FRA was founded on the notion that good people 
could do good work in a good environment. Today, 

that same vision inspires and guides the great 
planning and design services we provide clients 

throughout the Eastern United States. 

Call our planning department today at 
(585) 359-0280 about the great opportunity 

we have for you.

WORK

PEOPLE

THE FRA WAY

100 people in four offices               www.FRAengineering.com

Upstate New York is a large place, and the opportunities 
for planners across the state to learn from each other are as few 
as the state is vast. A plan, hatched by a local planner, may go a 
long way towards making our community a little tighter. 

Th e Upstate Chapter of APA and Cornell University’s De-
partment of City and Regional Planning have developed a free 
email list. Th e New York Upstate Planners List will “serve as a fo-
rum for idea development, information sharing and general com-
munication,” says J. Justin Woods, planning director in the Town 
of Big Flats and the list’s manager. “I hope the list brings planners 
across upstate together to share common experiences and ideas in 
a simple, effi  cient, free and mutually benefi cial way.”

Woods approached the Chapter and Cornell University with 
the idea for the email forum after fi nding a similar tool valuable to 
his work in Massachusetts.  “Th e list can be used to solicit sample 
verbiage for a by-law or to fi nd out how other towns handle vari-
ous situations like development processes or an RFP/RFQ.”

To join, send an email message to lyris@cornell.edu with 
the body (not the subject line) consisting of the phrase:

subscribe NY-UPSTATE-PLANNERS-L “john doe”
Do not put any words in the subject line.  Th e message 

must be sent in plain text (that is, no formatting, font styles, or 
HTML code), and your name must appear in double quotes.

You will receive instructions on how to post messages to 
the list.   For additional information about using the email list 
and adjusting various settings, see http://www.cit.cornell.edu/
computer/elist/lyris/index.html. All questions can be sent to J. 
Justin Woods, at jw362@cornell.edu.

 Upstate planners to get connected

Th is October will mark the second annual National Com-
munity Planning Month, a celebration designed to highlight 
the planning profession. Th is year’s theme, “Great Streets, 
Great Neighborhoods,” encourages Americans to celebrate 
places of exceptional character, quality and planning. 

Visit www.planning.org/ncpm for materials to help you 
plan and promote your National Community Planning Month 
event. Materials available through the website include:

• Sample proclamations
• Media Kit
• Graphics
• Suggestions for reaching key audiences
Watch “Interact”, the APA member e-newsletter, for an-

nouncements about National Community Planning Month. 
Additional materials and resources that will be added to the 
website now through October, including:

• Radio public service announcements
• Topic of the next high school essay contest
• Information about the AICP Symposium in Washington.
• Designees of the Great Places in America program
• Planners Day on the Hill activities, part of the Federal  

         Policy & Program Briefi ng
Include your local event on the APA National Community 

Planning Month website. E-mail information or any questions 
to ncpm@planning.org.

Great Streets / Great Neighbor-
hoods theme for Planning Month
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“Cutthroat intermunicipal rivalry” cripples Upstate New 
York’s competitiveness and dramatically slows the region’s rate of 
economic growth, according to David Rusk. Rusk was the first 
witness of the first public hearing of Governor Eliot Spitzer’s new 
Commission on Local Government Efficiency and Competitive-
ness. The hearing was held on June 13, 2007 at the public li-
brary in Saratoga Springs. He is a former federal official, New 
Mexico legislator and mayor of Albuquerque. He wrote several 
books, most prominently, Cities Without Suburbs. Rusk is now an 
independent consultant. After his testimony to the commission, he 
sat down with the Upstate Planner to talk about his proposal for 
regionalism in New York State.

UP: Is home rule bad for New York State?
Rusk: In every state, people are committed to home rule. 

But the scale of home rule varies greatly from state to state. For 
example, in Albuquerque, home rule is carried out by the citi-
zens of a city that is 183 square miles in size and over 500,000 
in population. The county government is the only other gov-
ernment and we are able to act in a unified, coherent fashion. 

In New York, you’re unable to act in a unified, coherent fash-
ion because the state legislature says to every municipality, you’ve 
all got pretty extensive planning and zoning powers inside your 
little box, but nobody has any leverage over what’s happening in 
other boxes. In fact, they’re not even saying that you even have to 
pay attention to what’s happening with your neighbors. 

Rusk to state: Plan regionally to get ahead

Planning in a Page

UP: How does that 
hurt New York State? 

Rusk: Research 
done by David Miller 
at the University of 
Pittsburgh and Jerry 
Pace at Carnegie Mel-
lon University finds 
that the more frag-
mented government 
is, the slower the rate 
of economic growth. 
You have cutthroat in-
fighting amongst dif-
ferent municipalities. 
You have situations 
where every place 
is highly dependent 
upon property tax, so 
you have a tax ratables 
chase. You have the high costs of new infrastructure. You have 
the cost of underutilizing or abandoning infrastructure in your 
cities and older suburbs. That all adds up to being costly and 
rendering communities non-competitive. 

UP: Your proposal for New York is not to consolidate munici-
palities, but for the state to give more power to county governments.

Rusk: As a practical, political matter, the people in this state 
aren’t going to vote to merge governments. Even on a small 
scale, even merging a village with a surrounding town, is going 

See  Rusk, continued on page 8
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Architecture
Civil Engineering

Structural Engineering
MEP Engineering

Transportation Engineering
Landscape Architecture

Planning
Land Surveying

Environmental Sciences
Subsurface Utility Engineering

An Employee Owned Company
www.blcompanies.com

BL Companies is one of the fastest growing architecture, engineering and environmental
services companies in the eastern United States, annually moving up the ranks among
Engineering News-Record Top 500 Design Firms. Founded in 1986, the company has offices
in seven cities throughout the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.

Experience the Difference of BL Companies

Poughkeepsie Office
2678 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Tel. 845-471-0610
Toll Free 888-830-9272

Manhattan Office
50 West 17th Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10011-5702
Tel. 212-529-6543
Toll free 866-882-1988

Matt, my ten-year-old nephew, told his parents he had to write 
an essay about what he wanted to be when he grew up. He wrote, 
his father reported, about becoming a professional skateboarder.

Then my sister-in-law chimed in. Matt’s a smart boy and 
he realized that the shelf-life of such an extreme profession is 

pretty limited. 
He needed a 
backup. May-

be, Matt told them, “I could do what Uncle George does and 
create cities for people.”

Matt’s wisdom makes me even prouder when I realized 
that he has hit upon the prescription for saving upstate New 
York – creating cities for people. 

If Governor Spitzer wants to turn upstate around, he 
must focus every bit of energy and funding towards fixing our 
cities and larger villages. It is the closest things we have to a 
silver bullet – make our urban areas vibrant again.

Research presented at a recent seminar found that Upstate 
New York is not really losing more young people than other 
states; the problem is that no young people from other states 
choose to come here. The reason is simple. This segment of 
the population finds suburban living boring and our cities 
lack the vibrancy and culture that would attract them.

The Manhattan Institute recently held a seminar in Al-
bany titled “Can Upstate Cities Save Themselves?” There are 
many things that cities can do, but the answer pretty much is 
no. Cities need help.

Decades of disinvestment – aging infrastructure, minimal 

tax bases and higher social service costs – have left cities without 
the resources to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps. In 
our home rule state, cities cannot tap into those areas that have 
grown around them.  Over the long-term, we all suffer. 

Making this work will require Governor Spitzer’s people to 
think differently about economic development. We need to move 
away from just worrying about our business climate;  we pretty 
much know what needs to get done. Quite frankly, traditional 
economic development is old school. After decades of effort, Up-
state New York continues to fall behind the rest of the world.

We need to focus on the “people climate” in our cities. We need 
places where young people – our next generation of entrepreneurs 
– want to be.  We need to copy Austin, Boston, Baltimore, Brooklyn 
and other successful places. Music, arts, culture, coffee shops, used re-
cord stores, gritty street musicians, rehabilitated historic architecture, 
pedestrian excitement at the street level – the recipe is straightforward, 
but it requires planners to rethink zoning and urban design and it re-
quires economic development specialists to rethink their strategies.

New York State should focus every available resource on our 
urban areas. We have spent the last few decades watching our sub-
urbs grow and our cities dry up. If you want to live in upstate New 
York, you have two choices – suburban or rural life. We are missing 
an important piece of the puzzle if we want to attract entrepreneurs. 
In Matt’s words of wisdom, we need to “create cities for people.”

These views are solely those of Upstate Planning Editor George Homsy. 
If you want to express your ideas on this or any planning topic, send a 
300- to 500-word essay to ghomsy@saratogaassociates.com.  

Editor’s Notes

Extreme Planning – Save our Cities
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AICP, continued from page 1
AICP Certification Maintenance Required

16 credits into the next two-year period. Credits for ethics and 
planning law may not be carried over to fulfill those specific 
requirements, though they can be used as general credits. 

All members must log their credits on-line at the APA web-
site (www.planning.org). Each member should also maintain 
paper records of the courses taken, including the date, speaker,  
content and length of the training. The site is currently inac-
cessible during a transitional period, but is scheduled to be 
back on line sometime in August. At that point, you will need 
to create an account, if you do not have one, using your mem-
ber number or email address and a password. After you have 
logged into your account on the APA website, you will see a 
link to the CM/ CDP Credits page, where you will be able to 
select your credits from the list of approved programs. 

Previously, under the voluntary continuing education pro-
gram, we were able to confer “local credits” for programs of-
fered through local sections and training offered by providers 
other than APA (e.g. DOS training). This is no longer the 
case. All credits must be approved by representatives at na-
tional APA/AICP and placed by them on the APA website for 
the electronic log. I will work with the different sections in our 
chapter to get programs approved and listed, but remember to 
submit them for approval. Also, please forward information 
on programs you are attending that are offered through other 

entities such as state and federal agencies or non-profits. It is 
my goal to try to get all eligible programs listed to make it as 
easy as possible for members to meet these requirements. 

APA has a number of resources for earning credits, includ-
ing some programs which can be downloaded for free as pod-
casts. For example, the “Tuesdays at APA” programs are avail-
able as podcasts, and each counts for 1.3 credits (look for the 
“Knowledge Exchange” button on the blue bar on the APA 
website). The New York Upstate APA Chapter Board is also ex-
ploring ways we can make it easier for members to earn credits, 
such as establishing a lending library of planning courses on 
CDs. We will keep you informed. 

For members who maintain other professional credentials 
(ASLA, PE, etc.), you are allowed to “double count” eligible 
programs for both. Please note, as with all programs, it must be 
‘qualified’, so information about the course or program needs to 
be forwarded to APA for approval and listing on the website. 

For members where maintaining the continuing education 
is a hardship, there are provisions for exemptions and waiv-
ers. For example, members may be classified as “inactive” for 
a number of reasons (health, military service, family leave). If 
this applies to you, your case will need to be reviewed by the 
AICP Commission. Please contact me for more information 
and assistance in applying for waivers or exemptions. 

 Details of the program are still being determined. For ex-
ample, I have received a number of questions from our Ca-
nadian members asking about how this affects their status. 
While it is likely that programs offered through the Canadian 
Institute of Planners will be allowed, this policy has not been 
finalized. We will continue to try to keep you informed as we 
work through this transitional period. Additional information 
about the new policy is available on the APA website, at www.
planning.org/certification/maintenance.htm

Parker is a planner with Wendel Duchscherer Architects & Engi-
neers in Amherst and the Upstate Chapter’s professional develop-
ment officer. 

Certification maintenance sub-
sidy available for rural planners

The Small Town and Rural (STaR) Planning Division of 
the APA plans to help defray the expenses involved in mainte-
nance of the AICP certification for their members. 

STaR had expressed a concern about the ability of small town and 
rural planners to maintain their certification because they often earn less 
salary, have no training budgets or cannot leave work during the day. 

To be eligible for the subsidy, the planner must be a member in 
good standing of APA and STaR and earn less than $50,000 a year. 
Only APA-approved  coursework and/or study materials are eligible. 

The applicant must submit the course for approval before reg-
istration. Payments are made after proof of attendance and the 
submission of an article for the STaR newsletter about the lessons 
learned. The maximum subsidy is $500 per two-year maintenance 
period and $100 per course. For information contact STaR Chair 
Dale Powers at drpowers@co.pine.mn.us or 320-245-6707. 
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 The Art of Planning - Chapter Annual Conference
By Frank Evangelisti

Explore the art and science of planning – as well as the resurging 
community of Binghamton – at the annual Upstate New York Chap-
ter of the APA conference. And get your AICP certification credits 
done as well. The conference runs from September 19 – 21. 

The theme is The Art of Planning and we have three tracks:
* The Arts and Downtown Revitalization,
* Heritage Areas, Heritage Corridors, Greenways, and
* Brownfields and Environmental Planning Issues 
The co-sponsor for the 2007 conference is the New York State 

Heritage Areas program. It is the 25th anniversary of this initiative, 
and we are pleased to be part of their year-long celebration.

Downtown Binghamton has seen a renaissance in the last 
10 years, and the arts have led the way. Artists and gallery own-
ers have been pioneers in buying and rehabilitating commercial 
and residential space. Meet the gallery owners and developers 
and see how the arts can help reshape a community.

River trail development has also been part of Binghamton’s rebirth. 
Walk the APA-award winning trail with those who made it happen. 

We are also proud of the strides made in brownfield re-
development. One of the most significant cleanups in Upstate 
New York, the Gannett site, will be featured at the conference.

Our dinner on Thursday September 20th will be in a his-
toric mansion and art gallery. It promises to be a special night.

Planning Jobs in Upstate
The following jobs are  open in upstate New York:

• Planning and Economic Development Program Manager
  City of Auburn

• Planner, Orange County Planning Department

• Community Planner, Rochester
   Behan Planning Associates, LLC

• Deputy Director for Planning and Trails
   Hudson River Valley Greenway

• Planner, Hudson River Valley Greenway

• Land Use Planner, Town of Queensbury 

• Senior Planner, Town of Queensbury

For details check the chapter website. The website is con-
stantly updated with new offerings so if you are looking for 
a new challenge then look to us  at: www.nyupstateplanning.
org/PlanningJobs.htm

Executive Board

Education Officer
Kristen Hughes
kristen.hughes@co.ontario.ny.us
Public Relations Officer
Diane V. Carlton, AICP
dvcarlto@gw.dec.state.ny.us
Member At-Large
Gary Palumbo, AICP
gary_palumbo@urscorp.com
Past Pres. & Webmaster
Jean Waterbury
jean@tughill.org

President
Michael H. Long, AICP, RLA
mlong@ci.auburn.ny.us
Vice-President
Judy Breselor, AICP
judy.breselor@troyny.gov
Treasurer
Rocco Ferraro, AICP
rocky@cdrpc.org
Secretary
Jason Haremza
jason.haremza@city of rochester.gov
Prof. Development Officer
Ellen Parker, AICP
jbreselor@rensco.com
Director of Legis. Affairs
- vacant -
Membership Officer
Eve Holberg, AICP
eholberg@pjscompany.com

Section Directors
Capital District
Sandra Misiewicz, AICP
smisiewicz@cdtcmpo.org

Central New York
Scott Shannon, AICP
sshannon@esf.edu

Genesee / Finger Lakes
Jason Haremza
jharemza@gflrpc.org

Southern Tier
Frank Evangelisti
fevangelisti@co.broome.ny.us

Western New York
Jeffrey Lebsack, AICP, PE
jeff.lebsack@hatchmott.com

Newsletter Editor
George Homsy, AICP
ghomsy@saratogaassociates.com

Planning Official Develop-
ment Officer
Jane Luce
jaluce@town-victor-ny.us
Assoc. of County Planning 
Directors Officer
Michael Kayes
MJKayes504@aol.com
Canadian Officer
George McKibbon, MCIP, RPP
gmckib@nas.net

Conference keynote to address 
upstate competitiveness

  Making Upstate New York Com-
petitive in global marketplace will be the 
topic for the keynote speaker at this year’s 
chapter conference in Binghamton. The 
speaker,  Linda Dickerson Hartsock, is the 
executive director of the Cortland County 
Business Development Corporation and 
Industrial Development Agency. 

 The Cortland County BDC-IDA has won the Small 
Business Not-for-Profit Organization of the Year and Best in Class 
Marketing Award.  Cortland has been ranked Top 10 Places in the 
East and Top 50 U.S. Small Towns for Corporate Facilities.  Come 
hear how their successes can be applied to your community.        
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to be a devil of a fight in most places. And the state legislature 
does not have the political stomach to do it. 

So the path of opportunity is to require the many little box-
es to act as one big box on issues that clearly transcend munici-
pal boundaries: regional land use and transportation planning, 
regional housing policy on a fair share basis, unified regional 
economic development and regional tax base sharing so when 
development occurs everybody benefits. 

UP: Why do we need the state? Why can’t counties just act?
Rusk: My fourth book, which you wouldn’t even find if you 

went to Amazon.com, is called Creating a Greater Wheeling: A 
Citizens Guide to City-County Consolidation. They are trying, 
from the grassroots up to unify Wheeling with the surrounding 
county. But unlike anything in New York State, West Virgnia 
counties have a lot of unincorporated land, tax base, residents, 
that it can bring to the marriage with the city. Counties in New 
York State have no dowry to bring to the marriage. 

UP: Another impact of the fragmentation you describe has to 
do with housing, could you explain that? 

Rusk: Sure. Economically, you have two states in New York. 
In upstate, whether it’s Buffalo region or the Rochester region 
or the Syracuse region, there is very, very slow growth in the 
number of households, but homebuilders keep building. I don’t 
blame them. It’s what homebuilders do; they build homes. 

Over a 35-year period, Erie County gained about 38,000 house-
holds but homebuilders built 110,000 new homes. Three times as 
many new homes, as there were new households to fill them. Well, 
the new always sells. But, ultimately, somebody is Tail End Charlie; 
somebody pays the price. And that somebody is the person who 
owns an older home in the city or in one of the older suburbs. 

In the city of Buffalo, 37,000 housing units were rendered 
economically obsolete. Architecturally, some of them might 
have been gems. They’re probably built better than the things 
that are built today. But there is nobody there to buy or rent 
them. So they just disappear in effect. That’s the characteris-
tic of the upstate communities; they are building far too many 
homes, for far too little growth. They are just spreading the   
same number of households, over a larger and larger geography. 
But every time you spread more, you move into a different little 
box that is competing with the city for people and jobs. 

Downstate there is growth, but the issue is they’re building 
far too few homes for the region. And the homes are far too 
big. It’s a reflection that so many of the little boxes downstate 
practice exclusionary zoning. They only want the highest end 
homes. They don’t want multi-family; they don’t want apart-
ments; they don’t want modest homes. As a result, Long Island 
is facing a severe workforce housing crisis that threatens to bot-
tom out the Long Island economy.

UP: You wrote an essay about Buffalo that was picked up by a 
local paper describing the “real city” of Buffalo. What is the real city?

Rusk: The real city of Buffalo is the Buffalo that you see if 
you were looking down from an airplane. You would just see all 
this human activity on the ground. It would cover about 300 

square miles with close to 800,000 people. It is one place. 
But that real city is broken up into 28 or 29 little boxes, of 

which the city of Buffalo is only 52 square miles and less than 
300,000 people. It’s barely $5 billion of the collective $30 billion 
tax base. And there is nobody who can act for that real city, the 
entire urban areas, unless county government can take that role.

UP: What can planners do, while we’re waiting for the state 
to give this power to counties?

Rusk: Your APA affiliate can take a strong stand on the 
point that the state has to change the rules so there is more 
regional responsibility. I think the planning profession has to 
say, the way things work now is crazy. 

Governor’s panel invites regional planner to talk about state ailments
Rusk, continued from page 3

New commission studies regionalism
Regional coordination, consolidation and shared services 

are among the topics under examination by a new state Com-
mission on Local Government Efficiency and Competitive-
ness established by Governor Eliot Spitzer in April. The com-
mission’s one year assignment is to make recommendations 
on ways to advance partnerships to improve the effectiveness 
and efficiency of local governments. It will address the issues 
of local government merger, consolidation, regionalized gov-
ernment, shared services and smart growth. The 15-member 
commission is chaired by Stan Lundine, the former lieutenant 
governor, congressman, and mayor of Jamestown.

A letter from Spitzer asked the local leadership in each coun-
ty to identify at least one major merger, consolidation, shared 
service or smart growth initiative that is either already underway 
or can be initiated in the year 2007. The commission will “select 
the proposals which they deem most substantial, innovative and 
hold the greatest promise for improving the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of local government,” wrote Spitzer. The Commission 
will then help find state resources to pay for selected initiatives. 

The Commission held its first public hearing on June 13 in 
Saratoga Springs. The dates and locations of future meetings are: 

 July 24 and 25 –  Long Island
 October 24 – Buffalo
 November 28 – Hudson Valley
A webcast of the first hearing is available on the Commis-

sion’s website: www.nyslocalgov.org.

David Rusk tells new state commission that counties must have 
land use planning and economic development authority in order 
to turn the Upstate New York economy around. 
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and the flight of lucrative manufacturing industries that once 
lined the waterway.  The brochure seeks to counter negative 
perceptions related to the cleanup of the Hudson by repre-
senting collaborative optimism and a remarkable spectrum of 
heritage and recreational tourism opportunities.

The publication calls for collaboration with all municipali-
ties along the Hudson River and Champlain Canal to make the 
waterways more accessible. Together, the municipalities have 
designed a unified approach of creating connections to a net-
work of sites that complement one another and provide a seam-
less experience for visitors. They believe that this will ultimately 
result in a regional economic development strategy providing 
opportunities leading to revitalization of the entire corridor.

Embracing Local and Regional Partnerships
Many historical and recreational sites anchor the corridor. 

These range from the Native American era through the Ameri-
can Revolution to the Industrial Revolution and the construc-
tion of the Champlain Barge Canal. Collectively, these sites will 
be enhanced by the proposed municipal projects, will make the 
waterways more accessible to the public, and help bring revital-
ization to the city, hamlets, and villages along the corridor.

The strategy will also utilize the existing wide and var-
ied framework of federal, state and regional partnerships and 
planning initiatives including: 

• The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor; 
• Future extension of the Hudson River Greenway;
• New visitors center for the Saratoga National Historic Park; 
• Historic Saratoga-Washington on the Hudson Partnership; 
• Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan; 
• Lakes to Locks Passage; 
• Hudson Crossing Park; and 
• Old Saratoga on the Hudson.

The Projects
Some of the more prominent projects are presented below. 

Historic Projects
• Rebuild the historic Royal Block House in Moreau.
• Rehabilitate the Dix Bridge in Northumberland.
• Develop the Burgoyne Sword Surrender Pocket Park and 
access to early French and Indian War sites in Saratoga.

Park and Trail Projects
• Hudson Crossing Park on Lock 5 Island in Northumberland.
• Town park at the site of Admirals Marina in Stillwater.
• Greenway trail from Waterford to Moreau.

Boat Launch and Docking Facility Projects
• Expand the City Dock and Park in Mechanicville.
• Construct a new town boat launch in Saratoga.
• Provide waterfront access and a landing at Saratoga Park.

Downtown Revitalization Projects
• Implement planning initiatives in Schuylerville, Stillwa-
ter and Mechanicville.
• Create a New Town Center for Moreau.

Infrastructure Projects
• Build a Waterford water plant.
• Address sewer and water 
line infrastructure improve-
ments related to PCB dredging 
in Halfmoon.

The Rewards of Thinking 
Regionally

The brochure presents projects 
that connect visitors and residents to 
a wide network of historic, cultural 
and recreational sites. It also provides a 

clear strategy for a major tourism corridor along the Hudson River 
and Champlain Canal. Ultimately, this approach will result in a Re-
gional Economic Development Strategy and Regional Waterfront 
Revitalization Plan.  That plan will promote a sustainable economy, 
life qualities that meet the expectations of the residents, and a general 
economy that is sustainable for the benefit of future generations.

The brochure is targeted at both legislators and grant pro-
grams. By identifying key projects in the individual communi-
ties, the supervisors believe that grant assistance will be focused 
on providing seed funding to help make them a reality.

Saratoga County has the potential to develop a major tour-
ism corridor along the Hudson River and Champlain Canal. 
Funding of future projects should be evaluated on the project’s 
ability to make a significant contribution to the overall regional 
economic development strategy for the Hudson River corridor. 
The next logical step is to strategically position the Hudson 
River corridor for life after the dredging. 

Regional planning, what a concept!

Clothier is the senior planner for The LA Group, P.C. She man-
aged the Reclaiming the Hudson project. 

Some New York places are trying to act regionally
Hudson River, continued from page 1

Boston implements green zoning code
Boston is the first major city in the nation to require ad-

herence to the US Green Building Council’s LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design) Certified standard 
as part of the private development review process.

 “High performance buildings are the future,” Mayor 
Thomas Menino said. “As we continue to grow our city, we will 
do so in a way that is even more sustainable. Green buildings are 
good for the environment, public health, and the bottom line.”

The new zoning code requires that projects over 50,000 
square feet meet a basic level of certification, known “Certi-
fied,” by earning 26 points using the LEED-New Construction 
Building rating system.

The rules resulted from the mayor’s Green Building Task 
Force, which found that green buildings not only decrease nega-
tive effects on the environment; they can also generate substantial  
savings for building owners and tenants, reduce our dependency 
on imported energy, and enhance worker health and productiv-
ity. Also, by promoting new green buildings and development, 
as well as “greening” Boston’s existing buildings, the city seeks to 
stimulate business growth and job creation for Boston.
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If your mailing label contains 
the word ‘Expired,’ then you’ve 
let your APA membership lapse 
- and you might miss a lot. 
Re-enroll now. 

• State takes look at regional planning
• Regional guru says home rule hurts 
• AICP maintenance 
• Conference information

Martin Daley and Jennifer Ceponis (not shown) brief Capital Dis-
trict planners about their spring break in New Orleans where UAl-
bany students and alumnae spent a week helping out in a devastated 
neighborhood.  Expect a full report in the Upstate Planner. 

If your job seems so surreal you thought it would make a 
great television show – you were right. 

The BBC has commissioned The Planners, a “fiery, funny and 
touching fly-on-the-wall documentary series that will give viewers 
a unique glimpse inside Britain’s local planning authorities.”

The producers have gained access to a number of  planning 
departments. Each of the 30-minute shows will follow the trials 
and tribulations of the officers in planning, building control and 
planning enforcement. 

 Every day brings new challenges from cheeky extension 
plans, which would deprive a neighbor of their natural light, 
to the illegally-built granny flat at the end of someone’s garden, 
which the planning officers are going to have demolished. 

“It’s full of character and, of course, conflict – just what we’re 
looking for,” said Emma Willis, executive producer. Hamish Bar-
bour, creative director, said, “You wouldn’t believe what some people 
try and get away with. It’s funny, moving and very, very passionate.” 

We’re gonna be stars.

Planners: Smile for your closeupUAlbany students in New Orleans

Sections switch conference years
Next year’s annual conference has moved west and will be 

hosted by the Genesee-Finger Lakes section. The Capital District 
section was supposed to put together the 2008 event, but asked 
to postpone it for a year – so festivities would coincide with the 
festivities surrounding the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadri-

centennial celebration in 2009.
So re-mark your calendars: we are out to the Genesee-Fin-

ger Lakes region in 2008 and to the Capital District in 2009. 
Of course, you will start to hear all about it at this fall’s confer-
ence in Binghamton.


