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From the Editor:

Apologies to our readers for a newsletter layout that may not be up 
to our usual high standards.  Jason Babcock-Stiner has gone above and 
beyond service to the Chapter with work on conference materials and 
was unable to work on this issue of the Upstate Planner.  Your editor 
was substitute for layout and design on this issue. 

Use #upstateapa14 to tweet conference observations, meet-ups, comments, etc.



Come to the Flower City!
Upstate Planner | September 2014

Practical Knowledge for Practical Planning, 2014 Upstate Chapter Conference

By Tanya Zwahlen and Jason Haremza

The NY Upstate Chapter of APA conference will be held from Wednesday, September 17th through Friday, 
September 19th at the Memorial Art Gallery (MAG) in Rochester,  Conference participants will have the op-
portunity to experience more than 5,000 years of art history at the museum’s 14-acre campus, which includes a 
sculpture park and expansive collection of art in a spectacular urban space.  The MAG is located in Rochester’s 
Neighborhood of the Arts, about one mile east of downtown. The Neighborhood of the Arts is one of Upstate 
New York’s premier city neighborhoods with tree-lined, walkable streets, historic architecture, museums, galler-
ies, shops, and restaurants.

The conference program is an exciting schedule of events including presentations, mobile workshops, a panel 
discussion, exhibitors, the annual APA awards luncheon, and two evening receptions: one at the MAG and one at 
the nearby Rochester Museum and Science Center.  The mobile workshops highlights include:

x� Rochester’s Public Market (http://www.cityofrochester.gov/publicmarket/), voted best in the nation in the 
2010 America’s Favorite Farmer’s Markets contest conducted by the American Farmland Trust

x� Wall\Therapy (http://wall-therapy.com/), a public community-level intervention using mural art as a ve-
hicle to address our collective need for inspiration

x� The Centennial Sculpture Park at the MAG (http://mag.rochester.edu/centennial-sculpture-park/), winner 
of a 2013 Rochester Regional Community Design Center Reshaping Rochester Award for “an effort that 
has contributed in a unique way to the community and earned praise for its unique solution to urban 
design and the built environment.”

Other mobile workshops, the ARTwalk Neighborhood Tour, and Reconnections: Inner Loop/Midtown Plaza Tour, 
as well as the awards luncheon, have already sold out!

A highlight of the conference will be a panel discussion on Friday morning entitled, “Stirring Blood:  A Discus-
sion on Planning, Communications, and the Media.”  Daniel Burnham is famously quoted as saying, “Make no little 
plans. They have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably will not themselves be realized.” This slogan has been 
taken to capture the essence of Burnham’s spirit.  As a planner, one of Burnham’s biggest accomplishments was 
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not merely the 1909 Plan of Chicago, but the commu-
nication and promotion of that plan with the general 
public, which in turn created popular support to imple-
ment portions of the plan.  

Communications is an oft-overlooked, but critical 
aspect of planning.  Planning and development projects 
are often covered by the media.  But do planners truly 
understand the role of the media and their goals?  Do 
journalists and reporters truly understand the role 

2014 Conference
continued from Page 2

of planners and planning in the development process?  
How can both groups better understand each other?  
The discussion promises to be an interesting dialogue 
about how both planners and the media can better 
understand one another.

On behalf of all planners in the Genesee-Finger Lakes 
Section, we urge you to join us for a few days of learn-
ing, camaraderie, and fun in the Flower City!
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,Q�EHWZHHQ�WKH�RIÀFLDO�FRQIHUHQFH�DFWLYLWLHV��DWWHQGHHV�VKRXOG�KDYH�WLPH�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�1HLJKERUKRRG�RI�WKH�$UWV��WKH�QHDUE\�
VKRSV�DQG�UHVWDXUDQWV�RI�9LOODJH�*DWH�6TXDUH��KWWS���ZZZ�YLOODJHJDWHVTXDUH�FRP����3DUN�$YHQXH��KWWS���ZZZ�SDUN�DYHQXH�
org/���DQG�WKH�(DVW�(QG��http://rochesterseastend.com/��RU�WKH�ÀUVW�FRXSOH�GD\V�RI�WKH�5RFKHVWHU�)ULQJH�)HVWLYDO��http://roch-
esterfringe.com/���ZKLFK�VWDUWV�6HSWHPEHU������

$IWHU�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLQGV�GRZQ�RQ�)ULGD\��VWD\�D�ELW�ORQJHU�WR�UHFODLP�WKH�FLW\�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�3DUN�LQJ��'D\��http://parking-
GD\�RUJ����ZLWK�ZKDW�SURPLVHV�WR�EH�RQH�RI�5RFKHVWHU·V�PRVW�XQLTXH�VSRUWLQJ�HYHQWV��WKH�LQDXJXUDO�6PXJWRZQ�2SHQ���9LVLW�
KWWS���ZZZ�LQQHUORRSFRXQWU\FOXE�FRP��RU�IROORZ�#LQQHUORRSFF�RU�#1<8SVWDWH$3$�RQ�7ZLWWHU�IRU�PRUH�GHWDLOV��
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http://rochesterseastend.com/
http://rochesterfringe.com/
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http://parkingday.org/
http://parkingday.org/
http://www.innerloopcountryclub.com/


Upstate Planner | September 2014Upstate Planner | September 2014Upstate Planner | September 2014Upstate Planner | September 2014

An UpstateTreasure
Exploring the Rochester Public Market

By Tom Kicior
 
For over 100 years the Rochester Public Market has 
been a local and regional asset providing access to 
fresh food and supporting small businesses and farmers. 

The Rochester Public Market (RPM) consists of a nine 
acre site within the Marketview Heights Neighborhood, 
northeast of downtown Rochester. RPM is open three 
days a week year round and has over 180 vendors, one 
third of which are farmers.  Customers from through-
out the City and Region are drawn to the market for 
its fresh/high quality foods, specialty foods, competitive 

prices and the unique market atmosphere.  The mar-
ket is an important anchor in the Marketview Heights 
neighborhood and has successfully leveraged millions of 
dollars of investment in and around the site.

Market vendors sell their products in two open air pa-
vilions, also known as “sheds”, as well as one enclosed 
all season “winter shed”.  In addition, there are a group 
of privately owned properties and structures that cre-
ate the northern border of the market called Commis-
sion Row.  Commission Row includes food retailers, 
coffee shops, restaurants, bakeries, artist studios, and 
produce wholesalers.  Some of these businesses have 

{Continued on page 5}

page 4

Plan to come to Saratoga! 

There will be no Upstate 
Chapter Conference in 2015



hours outside of the market schedule.  Additional busi-
nesses are located within the larger market district in-
cluding wholesalers, retailers, a brewery and a distillery.
 
The market is operated by the City of Rochester but 
additional promotion and education is done by the 
QRQ�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�3XEOLF�0DUNHW���
The volunteer organization provides tours, develops 
educational curriculums and works on marketing and 
fundraising for improvements.
 
Throughout the year, special promotional events are 
held on market days such as Flavors at the Market 
(food tastings) and Flower City Days (spring plant and 
garden sales).  The market schedule also allows time for 
other events to utilize space when market vending is 
not occurring, including Food Truck Rodeos, Bands on 
the Bricks, Community Garage Sales and Artists Row.

One of the most important roles of the market is 
providing many lower income families access to high 
quality fresh foods. The Market Token Program, which 
allows people to purchase tokens with food stamps to 
be used the same as cash, has been increasingly suc-
cessful over the past few years.  Token sales have gone 
up from $59,000 in 2008 to over $500,000 in 2013.
 
5RFKHVWHU�3XEOLF�0DUNHW�0DVWHU�3ODQ

In 2011, a consulting team made up of T.Y. Lin Inter-
national, PLAN Architectural Studio and Market Ven-
tures Inc. in coordination with the City of Rochester 
and market stakeholders were tasked with creating a 
Master Plan for the market to accomplish a number of 
goals.  The plan in part focuses on building and design 
recommendations for upgrades and new construction 
that if implemented would increase the market’s weekly 
and year round activity.  The plan also includes custom-
HU�VXUYH\V��D�PDUNHW�DQDO\VLV��D�ÀQDQFLDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�DQ�
economic impact analysis.

One major issue the plan seeks to remedy is the capac-

ity and condition of the winter shed, which is the only 
all-season space for vendors.  The winter shed’s lacks 
of adequate space for vendors and customers limits 
the full potential of the market during cold weather 
months.

Phase I improvements, set to begin this fall, include the 
enclosure of the existing Shed C to provide additional 
year round market space, and renovation and expan-
sion of the winter shed to improve customer circula-
tion and additional public restrooms.

Phase II includes the restoration of the Market House 
and development of a pedestrian oriented Market Plaza.  
Phase III includes the creation of a new building with 
storefronts on Union Street. 

The Rochester Public Market Master Plan was awarded 
New York Upstate APA’s Planning Excellence Award 
for Best Practice as well as the 2013 Design Excel-
lence Award from the American Institute of Architects, 
Rochester.
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Rochester Public Market
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editorial: dumb growth
Or How to Make a Mockery of the State Public Infrastructure Policy Act 
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Part 1

Up here on the north coast, in Western New York, we 
DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�WKDW�
cities and regions around the world are simultane-
RXVO\�WU\LQJ�WR�ÀJXUH�RXW��KRZ�WR�FUHDWH�D�PRUH�UREXVW�
and sustainable economy, attract investment, sponsor 
innovation, and work to solve all of the problems that 
beset us. We’re all (and here I mean ALL) in a mad dash 
WR�ÀQG�D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH�

The State has been subdivided into eight Regional 
Economic Development Councils (REDC), and these 
Councils compete for State dollars to fund projects 
that theoretically will build foundations for a useable 
future, help our cities, take best advantage of our assets, 
and help to map our best futures. The REDCs are made 

XS�RI�HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV��LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDG-
ers, and business executives – we hope our best and 
most far-thinking.

5HFHQWO\�RXU�VWDWH�HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV��WHDPLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�
local REDCs, announced a $33 million plan to begin 
to develop a 1,250 acre Science, Technology and Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Park (STAMP), to be constructed 
in Alabama New York.

Alabama is almost exactly half-way between Rochester 
and Buffalo – almost an hour drive from either city – 
and is currently a rural town of 1,800 people that is an 
agricultural community and home to the Iroquois Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. Rather than acting wisely, as King 
Solomon did, I guess our leaders just decided to split 
the baby on this one.  Instead of locating the STAMP in 
one of the struggling upstate cities here, where there 
are resources, skilled workers, infrastructure, and plenty 
of available dirt, our leaders have decided to start all 
RYHU�LQ�D�IDUP�ÀHOG��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�QR�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��
where you MUST drive to arrive, where the develop-
ment will fail any test examining smart growth or smart 
investment. Nuts.

And so I got a bit cranky about this, and penned a letter 
to our local newspaper. They did not print it. They did 
print a piece by one of their staff writers, Sean Lahman, 
and he, thankfully, whacked the idea.

But I am still cranky about this – this is a legacy mistake 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUWLFOH�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�+RZDUG�'HFNHU�DV�WZR�SRVWV�RQ�KLV�EORJ��A Town Square: Conversations About 
Where We Live��KWWSV���KHFNHUDQGGHFNHU�ZRUGSUHVV�FRP�DXWKRU�DDQGK�����,W�ZDV�DGDSWHG�IRU�XVH�DV�DQ�RSLQLRQ�SLHFH�LQ�WKH�
Upstate Planner�E\�-DVRQ�+DUHP]D�

{Continued on page 7}
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(GLWRULDO�E\�-DVRQ�+DUHP]D

$V�,�FRPSOHWH�P\�WHQXUH�DV�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�8SVWDWH�3ODQQHU��,�ZDQWHG�WR�UDLVH�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�6FLHQFH��7HFKQRORJ\��$GYDQFHG�
0DQXIDFWXULQJ�3DUN��67$03����SURSRVHG�IRU�$ODEDPD��1<���,W�LV�EXW�RQH�H[DPSOH��DOEHLW�UHFHQW�DQG�SHUKDSV�PRUH�HJUHJLRXV�
WKDQ�PRVW��RI�SURMHFWV�WKDW�YLRODWH�VLPSOH�FRPPRQO\�DJUHHG�XSRQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�JRRG�SODQQLQJ�DQG�DUH�QRWKLQJ�FORVH�WR�EHLQJ�
VPDUW�JURZWK���,W�LV�GLVWUHVVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�SULYDWH�PDUNHW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EXLOG�YHKLFOH�RULHQWHG��IDU�ÁXQJ��XQVXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORS-
PHQWV���,W�LV�H[WUHPHO\�XQIRUWXQDWH�IRU�WKLV�NLQG�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�EH�SURPRWHG�DQG�SDLG�IRU��DW�OHDVW�LQ�SDUW��ZLWK�SXEOLF�UH-
VRXUFHV���5HJUHWWDEO\��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�OLWWOH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�PHGLD�RQ�WKLV���0XFK�PRUH�UHJUHWWDEO\��WKHUH�KDV�QRW�
EHHQ��WR�P\�NQRZOHGJH��YHU\�PXFK�GLVFXVVLRQ�DPRQJVW�WKH�SODQQHUV��HQJLQHHUV��DUFKLWHFWV��DQG�RWKHU�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWKRXW�
ZKRP�WKHVH�SURMHFWV�FRXOG�QRW�KDSSHQ���

https://heckeranddecker.wordpress.com/author/aandh/
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STAMP
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in the making, and is a crystal clear example of a failure 
of imagination, real leadership, or even logical thinking. 
So herewith, my letter:

7R�WKH�HGLWRUV�

7KLV�LV�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�IRU�RXU�FLW\�DQG�RXU�UHJLRQ��:H�IDFH�
EXGJHW�JDSV�DQG�GZLQGOLQJ�SXEOLF�UHVRXUFHV��KLJK�WD[HV��
VWUXJJOLQJ�VFKRROV��HQGHPLF�SRYHUW\��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�FKDO-
OHQJHV�WKDW�QHHG�LQVLJKWIXO�YLVLRQ�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�IURP�RXU�
SROLWLFDO�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�OHDGHUV��:H�QHHG�WR�UHIDVKLRQ�RXU�
FLW\�LQWR�DQ�HQJLQH�RI�LQQRYDWLRQ��HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS��DQG�
FRRSHUDWLRQ��FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D�VWURQJ�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�UDSLG�
XUEDQ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�IXWXUH�XUEDQ�UHVLOLHQFH��%XW�ZLWK�D�
UHFHQW�DQQRXQFHPHQW��LW�LV�FOHDU�RXU�OHDGHUV�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�
ZD\�

2XU�HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV�DQG�HFRQRPLF�OXPLQDULHV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�D�
SODQ�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�������DFUH�6FLHQFH��7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�$G-
YDQFHG�0DQXIDFWXULQJ�3DUN��67$03��LQ�$ODEDPD��*HQHVHH�
&RXQW\��DW�D�FRVW�RI�����PLOOLRQ�LV�D�ELJ�ZLQ�IRU�RXU�UHJLRQ��
,Q�IDFW��WKLV�SODQ�LV�GHVWUXFWLYH��LOO�FRQFHLYHG��DQG�PLVWDNHQ�

7KLV�SDUN�LV�QRW�LWVHOI�D�EDG�LGHD��%XW�LW�GRHV�QRW�EHORQJ�
QHDUO\�DQ�KRXU·V�GULYH�IURP�5RFKHVWHU��LQ�D�UXUDO�DQG�DJULFXO-
WXUDO�VHWWLQJ��DQG�DGMDFHQW�WR�D�1DWLRQDO�:LOGOLIH�5HIXJH��7KLV�
SDUN�EHORQJV�LQ�RXU�FLW\�

+DUYDUG�HFRQRPLVW�(GZDUG�*ODHVHU�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�́ DOO�VXF-
FHVVIXO�FLWLHV�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�FRPPRQ��7R�WKULYH��FLW-
LHV�PXVW�DWWUDFW�VPDUW�SHRSOH�DQG�HQDEOH�WKHP�WR�ZRUN�
FROODERUDWLYHO\��7KHUH�LV�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FLW\�
ZLWKRXW�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO�µ�5RFKHVWHU�KDV�WKDW�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO��
5RFKHVWHU�LV�KRPH�WR�QHDUO\�WZR�GR]HQ�FROOHJHV�DQG�XQLYHU-
VLWLHV��ZLWK�QHDUO\��������VWXGHQWV��5RFKHVWHU�KDV�ORQJ�KDG�
D�UREXVW�ZRUNIRUFH�RI�VNLOOHG�LQQRYDWRUV��$QG�WKH�KXPDQ�
FDSLWDO�RI�RXU�FLW\�FDQ�RQO\�LQFUHDVH��DQG�DVVXUH�WKH�YLWDOLW\�
RI�RXU�FLW\��LI�D�67$03�LV�SODFHG�LQ�RXU�XUEDQ�PLGVW��DFFHV-
VLEOH��EXVWOLQJ��VXVWDLQDEOH�ZLWKRXW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRPSUR-
mise, with ideas and achievements feeding and inspiring one 
another.

5RFKHVWHU�KDV�WKH�KXPDQ�DQG�FXOWXUDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�
SRSXODWH�DQG�VXVWDLQ�D�67$03��$QG�5RFKHVWHU�KDV�WKH�SK\VL-

FDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DV�ZHOO��:H�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�EXLOG�D�EUDQG�
QHZ�SK\VLFDO�VHWWLQJ�IRU�LQQRYDWLRQ��ZLWK�DOO�LWV�DWWHQGDQW�
FRVWV�DQG�GHPDQGV��7KH�SK\VLFDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�IRU�D�67$03�
LV�DOUHDG\�KHUH�LQ�RXU�FLW\��(DVWPDQ�%XVLQHVV�3DUN��QRZ�
ZDQWLQJ�IRU�RFFXSDQWV��LV�MXVW�RQH�H[DPSOH�RI�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�
SODFH�UHDG\�WR�EHFRPH�D�67$03�

/HDGHUV��KHDU�WKLV��WKH�WLPH�WR�EXLOG�PRUH�VSUDZOLQJ�JUHHQ�
ÀHOG�GHYHORSPHQW��PDQ\�PLOHV�IURP�RXU�H[LVWLQJ�KXPDQ�DQG�
SK\VLFDO�FDSLWDO��LV�RYHU��:H�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�DIIRUG�DQ\�HFR-
QRPLF��FXOWXUDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�SODQ�WKDW�LV�QRW�ÀUPO\�ORGJHG�LQ�
ZKDW�LV�DOUHDG\�RXU�JUHDWHVW�DVVHW��RXU�SHRSOH��RXU�FLW\�

Bah. Humbug. Yet another step backwards.

Part 2

In the interest of trying to come to a better under-
standing of what we believe is a very misguided deci-
sion to locate a Science, Technology and Advanced 
Manufacturing Park (STAMP) in Alabama, New York, 
out in Genesee County, we hopped in the car for the 
voyage west to the site. The STAMP here is aimed at 
generating 10,000 jobs, and will have a completed price 
tag north of $500 million.  About an hour later (yes, we 
took the expressways, and it was mid-morning, not rush 
hour), we arrived. 

Alabama is quite a small hamlet – a few dozen buildings 
surrounded by farmland. Less than a mile away is the 
10,000 acre Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge, with its 
swamps and meadows and woodlands.

The site is within the Genesee County AG-2 district, 
as designated by the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets. The stated purpose of desig-
nated agriculture districts is “to protect and promote 
the availability of land for farming purposes.” Genesee 
County names the site as containing “prime” farmland, 
and much of the site area is within a designated Smart 
Growth Zone. In New York State, our legislated Smart 
Growth Policy says this:

 “Section 6-0105. State smart growth public 

STAMP
continued from Page 6
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infrastructure policy.

It is the purpose of this article to augment the 
VWDWH·V�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SROLF\��E\��GHFODULQJ��D�ÀV-
cally prudent state policy of maximizing the so-
FLDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�EHQHÀWV�IURP��
public  infrastructure development  through  
minimizing unnecessary costs of sprawl devel-
opment including environmental degradation, 
disinvestment in urban and suburban communi-
ties and loss of open space induced by sprawl 
facilitated by  the funding  or  development  
of  new  or expanded transportation, sewer 
and waste water treatment, water,  education,  
housing  and  other  publicly supported   infra-
structure   inconsistent   with   smart  growth  
public infrastructure criteria.”

The site’s western boundary, literally, is a reservation 
for the Tonawanda Band of the Seneca Indians. Further 
north – about 6 miles – is the Village of Medina, popu-
lation 6,000, and 14 mile to the southeast is Batavia, 
population 15,000.

So, what did we conclude during our sojourn? Several 
things.

Alabama has a lot going for it. Designated and pro-
tected prime farmland, a Smart Growth Zone, a nearby 
National Wildlife Refuge, substantial history for Native-
Americans, designated and protected wetlands, great 
opportunities for activities outdoors.

Alabama is not near a major population center, has little 
existing infrastructure, few skilled workers, no transit, 
DQG�QR�EURZQÀHOG�VLWHV�DOUHDG\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�UHGHYHO-
opment. To get to Alabama from Rochester or Buffalo, 

workers need to plan on a commute by car of about an 
hour.

To put a STAMP out in Alabama, with 10,000 workers, is 
complete madness. Not only would the STAMP violate 
nearly all of the assets of the place, and would certainly 
not represent anything approaching Smart Growth, but 
a STAMP here would mean missing the opportunity to 
employ new job creation where it is most logical, and 
will do the most good – a city, any city. 

We thought it was a bad idea before we went to 
Alabama. After our visit, we are sure. This is a legacy 
mistake in the making. Perhaps better, another legacy 
mistake in the making.

In a recent newspaper article in Rochester, it was sug-
gested that a model for STAMP is the Intel Campus in 
Hillsboro, Oregon. Just to be quite clear, Hillsboro is 
less than 15 miles from downtown Portland, and that 
site is served by the region’s light rail transit system, 
with trains every 15 minutes.

STAMP
continued from Page 7

+RZDUG�'HFNHU�LV�DQ�DUFKLWHFW��XUEDQLVW�DQG�DXWKRU��:LWK�
SDUWQHUV�KH�EXLOW�D�SUDFWLFH�LQ�&KLFDJR��DFWHG�DV�&KLHI�
&XUDWRU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�%XLOGLQJ�0XVHXP�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��
'�&���DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�SUDFWLFH�ZLWK�WKH�1HZ�<RUN�EDVHG�
ÀUP�RI�(KUHQNUDQW]�(FNVWXW�	�.XKQ��+H�LV�D�OLIHORQJ�KLV-
toric preservationist, and a specialist in transportation and 
XUEDQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��+LV�H[WHQVLYH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WHOHYLVLRQ�
DQG�ÀOP�ZDV�GLVSOD\HG�PRVW�UHFHQWO\�LQ�D�3%6�VSHFLDO�
RQ�&KLFDJR�DUFKLWHFW�'DQLHO�%XUQKDP��+H�LV�D�)HOORZ�RI�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�,QVWLWXWH�RI�$UFKLWHFWV��6LQFH�KLV�DUULYDO�LQ�
5RFKHVWHU��KH�KDV�EHHQ�D�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�5HFRQQHFW�
5RFKHVWHU��DQG�LV�RQ�WKH�%RDUGV�RI�WKH�5RFKHVWHU�5HJLRQDO�
&RPPXQLW\�'HVLJQ�&HQWHU�DQG�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�*DUGHQ-
Aerial.

(GLWRU·V�&RPPHQWDU\

,�EHFDPH�D�SODQQHU�WR�KHOS�FUHDWH�EHWWHU�SODFHV���,�ÀQG�P\VHOI�IUXVWUDWHG�DQG�GLVKHDUWHQHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�D�SURIHVVLRQ�WKDW�
LV�RIWHQ�MXVW�D�FRJ�LQ�D�G\VIXQFWLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�PDFKLQH���,W�ZRXOG�GR�XV�ZHOO�DV�LQGLYLGXDO�SODQQHUV�DQG�DV�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�H[DPLQH�RXU�UROH�LQ�SRRUO\�FRQFHLYHG��XQVXVWDLQDEOH��SURMHFWV�WKDW�ZLOO�KDUP�WKH�SODFH�ZH�FDOO�KRPH�DQG�
SUHVXPDEO\�ORYH��8SVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN���

page 8



Best Planning Apps of 2014
7KH�DUWLFOH�ÀUVW�DSSHDUHG�RQ�3ODQHWL]HQ
www.planetizen.com

Upstate Planner | September 2014

By Jennifer Evans-Cowley

Each year Brittany Kubinski and I provide an 
update on mobile application. A mobile app 
is an application software designed to run on 
smartphones, tablet computers and other mo-
bile devices. Mobile applications (apps) have the 
possibility to enhance public participation in local 
governance and planning, as well as the abil-
LW\�WR�LPSURYH�HIÀFLHQF\�DQG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�IRU�
planners. We annually survey a cross-section of 
planners to understand their app use habits, and 
in doing so developed a comprehensive list of 
the most effective mobile apps for planners. Dur-
ing December of 2013 we surveyed planners on 
their use of mobile apps in the planning profes-
sion. We asked planners what types of mobile 
apps they are currently using, what apps they 
would like to see developed in the future, and 
what mobile apps they themselves are working 
on developing.

Follow this link to the full article and best apps!

http://www.planetizen.com/node/66853

Site / Civil Design 
Structural Design & Inspection 
Environmental Design 
Water / Wastewater Engineering 
Construction Inspection  
Architecture 
Planning 
Survey & Mapping 
3D Laser Scanning 

�����&UHVFHQW�5RDG��&OLIWRQ�3DUN��1<�������
���������������ZZZ�PMHOV�FRP�

0�-��(QJLQHHULQJ�DQG�/DQG�6XUYH\LQJ��3�&��

page 9

http://www.planetizen.com/node/66853


Letter to the Editor
Civil Service Frustrations

Upstate Planner | September 2014

(GLWRU·V�1RWH��7KH�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�ZLVKHG�WR�UHPDLQ�DQRQ\PRXV

:H�DOO�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�SODQQLQJ�LV�D�GLYHUVH�RQH�
with planners undertaking different jobs/career options 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�ÀHOG���7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�SODQQLQJ��HQYLURQPHQWDO�
planning, urban design, land use planning, and community 
and economic development are just a few of the types of 
SODQQLQJ�ÀHOGV�WKDW�SODQQHUV�RFFXS\��7KH�SXEOLF��SULYDWH�
DQG�QRW�IRU�SURÀW�VHFWRU�HDFK�KLUH�SODQQHUV�LQ�WKHVH�
areas of specialization.  In other words, planning is a vast 
DQG�EURDG�ÀHOG�

When state agencies that don’t understand this basic 
premise about planning make major policy decisions re-
garding qualifying credentials for civil service exams, they 
set up a disparate system that punishes planners unfairly.

This was seen recently in a decision by the NYS Depart-
ment of Civil Service when it issued an announcement 
for its upcoming (now past) civil service examination for 
“Environmental Analyst Trainee.”  The exam notice spe-
FLÀFDOO\�OLVWHG�WKRVH�FROOHJH�GHJUHHV�WKDW�ZHUH�DFFHSWDEOH�
as a prerequisite to take the exam.  Degrees included: 
environmental studies, environmental science, geography, 
landscape architecture and environmental planning.  The 
H[DP�QRWLÀFDWLRQ�DOVR�VSHFLÀFDOO\�VWDWHG�WKDW�D�GHJUHH�
in urban planning would not be accepted as a qualifying 
degree.  There are several things wrong with this list.  

As planners we can discern that Civil Service was at-
tempting to disqualify those with a Master’s degree in 

Urban and Regional Planning, the common degree 
issued by planning schools, from taking this exam.  But 
they made an error that no state agency should make.  
Furthermore, and perhaps more importantly, they failed 
to realize that many who have a degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning have a majority of classes in some of 
the qualifying “areas” that they listed.  If one’s  60 credit 
master’s program consisted of 30 credits in environ-
mental planning or environmental studies or land use 
planning, why disqualify the person from taking the 
exam?  In many instances, those 30 credits are more 
than the person has taken who has a BA/BS in environ-
mental studies or land use planning.    

To add further insult, the State Civil Service Commis-
sion prohibits anyone from using their experience as 
qualifying to take the exam.  Thus, if you have a master’s 
in urban and regional planning and you’ve practiced land 
use planning for 20 years, you don’t qualify to take the 
exam; but a person coming directly from college with 
the land use planning degree, which we all know is not 
much different in terms of course work from a degree 
in urban and regional planning, does qualify to take the 
exam. 

This entire frustrating situation was conceived and 
carried out by bureaucrats at the state who have no 
clue about planning programs, planning degrees or even 
what degrees are offered by schools in this country.  
Apparently they didn’t even look at Paterson’s Guide 
to Colleges before they started naming qualifying and 

{Continued on page 11}
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Letter to the Editor: Civil Service
FRQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���

Upstate Planner | September 2014

non-qualifying degrees for the exam.  That is unaccept-
able from a state level agency making human resource 
decisions.

Much of this might be more easily addressed to the 
bureaucrats if planners were licensed.  Planners are not 
licensed in New York.  If we had licensure, which should 
EH�RXU�$,&3�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��ZH�FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�DV�OLFHQVHG�
SODQQHUV��RXU�VSHFLÀF�GHJUHH�LV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�ZKDW�
RXU�OLFHQVXUH�GHPRQVWUDWHV��WKDW�ZH�NQRZ�RXU�ÀHOG�RI�
practice and have demonstrated an ability to carry out 
the practice of planning in a professional manner.  Re-
cently a bill to license geologists was proposed in New 
York, and it’s likely this new professional category of 
licensure will be added to the state.   Planners however, 
are still unlicensed.  A hair stylist, a massage therapist, 
and a nail technician are licensed, but those with master’s 
GHJUHHV�LQ�WKH�SODQQLQJ�ÀHOG�DUH�QRW���

Unfortunately, the instance described above was not an 
isolated one.  State Civil Service recently issued what 
it called the Professional Career Opportunities Exam, 
which consisted of almost 100 job titles that were cov-
ered by one single exam.  Several planning related titles 
were covered by this exam including Coastal Resources 
Specialist 1 and Environmental Specialist.  Two of the 
qualifying degrees listed for the Coast Resources Special-
ist title don’t exist.  Once again State Civil Service cited 
the non-existent urban planning degree, and they added 
another non-exist degree, the regional planning degree.  
The Environmental Specialist title  includes two degrees 
that don’t exist either- environmental planning and cul-
tural resources.  How can the “human resources” agency 
for the State make such blatant errors?  

For those who took the exam, the chances of working 
for the state in any of these 100 titles will be very slim.  
First, by combing these job titles and testing for them via 
one exam a huge civil service qualifying list with thou-
sands upon thousands of people on it will be created.  To 
even be considered for state employment one will have 
to get over 100 on the exam.  That only happens for 
those with veteran credits.  Thus, it’s unlikely that anyone 
without the 10 points that veterans now get (it used to 
EH�ÀYH�SRLQWV��EXW�ODVW��\HDU�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�1<6��DS-

proved a referendum giving veterans 10 points on civil 
service exams) will be called for an interview. 
 
When the State has huge lists like this and the “top 
three candidates” all have a score of 100 or 105, Civil 
Service tells hiring agencies to randomly pick 10 or 15 
candidates (depending on how many you think you’ll 
need to interview) from those that have the top score 
and interview them for a position.  Thus, your chance 
of working for the State boils down to:  Did you serve 
your country and were you lucky enough to get hit 
with the dart when the hiring agency randomly picked 
15 people from those that scored 100.  It has nothing 
to do with how good your resume looks or what expe-
rience you have.  Unlike the private sector where your 
resume determines if you get an interview, at the state 
it’s the luck of the draw. 
 
This was less common with the way the State used to 
conduct business, as the civil service lists were small 
and you could interview everyone who got 95 or 90 on 
an exam.  But with thousands competing via one exam 
for 80 plus job titles, it creates lengthy lists that civil 
service has determined will be canvassed “at random”.  
It makes their life easier (they only have to issue one 
exam, not 80),  but it makes the hiring process more ar-
bitrary.  Not many realize this is how these new “super 
lists” are canvassed,  which is unfortunate, as without 
outside pressure Civil Service will be likely to increase, 
not decrease the number of positions it hires using this 
process.  
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A Planning Pioneer from Rochester

Upstate Planner | September 2014

By Evan Lowenstein

,PDJLQH�P\�SOHDVDQW�VXUSULVH²FRPELQHG�ZLWK�VRPH�PRUWLÀFDWLRQ�IRU�QRW�NQRZLQJ�VRRQHU²ZKHQ�,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�RQH�RI�
the pioneers in urban planning and planning education was a Rochesterian!  Charles Mulford Robinson (1869–1917) was 
not only a pioneering urban planner who took the lead on plans for several American cities, but was also a leading plan-
QLQJ�WKHRULVW��MRXUQDOLVW��DQG�ZULWHU��+H�DOVR�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�WHDFKHUV�RI�SODQQLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�GHVLJQ²�D�3URIHVVRU�
of Civic Design at the University of Illinois, which was only one of two universities offering courses in Urban Planning at 
the time, the other being Harvard.

&HUWDLQO\��VRPH�RI�5RELQVRQ·V�LGHDV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�UHÁHFW�WKH�SUHYDLOLQJ�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�YLHZV�RI�KLV�WLPH��EXW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
I would disagree with and discredit some of his planning ideas as a result, I think raising his name from obscurity can 
serve as a great conversation-starter about community planning, design, and development–topics that more people need 
to be talking about more often!

Robinson is remembered in Rochester’s Highland Park with a small monument at the corner of Mount Hope Avenue 
and Robinson Drive.
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