
step one
study the text

1. Initial Preparation:      
Where do I start?

2. Obvious Observations: 
What does the text say?

3. Responsible Interpretation: 
What does the text mean?

4. Redemptive Integration: 
How is the gospel related to 
this text?

5. Concluding Implications: 
How does this apply to us 
today? 

step two
unify the redemptive theme

1. Identify the MPT: look for 
explicit statements, 
surrounding context, 
reoccurring ideas.

2. Identify the MPS: consider 
why the text is important and 
needed for fallen people, 
what concerns they share 
with the original audience, 
and how the redemptive 
nature of God is displayed in 
the text.

3. Create a title or hook: 
express the MPS in a catchy, 
brief, repeated sentence.

step three
outline the text

1. Work on its style: create 
your points with oral 
presentation and personal 
application in mind.

2. Remember the goals: 
reflect the text’s meaning, 
support the MPS, and 
communicate it all effectively.

3. Choose the best approach: 
select from the different 
acceptable ways to outline.

4. Choose the best words: 
seek to be clear, reiterate 
your ideas, and progress 
through your points.

step four
develop the functional elements

1. Explanation: explain key 
words or phrases, the text’s 
context, an important verse, 
or key doctrines.

2. Application: consider 
commands to keep, errors to 
avoid, sins to forsake, 
promises to claim, thoughts 
about God to consider, 
doctrines to store, 
convictions to hold; 
remember application can be 
specific or stored; weave it 
throughout your outline.

3. Illustration: use to explain, 
help apply, argue for, or 
intensify a truth, or motivate 
and inspire your hearers; 
read, observe, seek stories.

1. Introduction: arouse 
interest, introduce the MPT 
and MPS, demonstrate the 
need, and share your 
expectations; consider 
sharing a story, asking a 
question, presenting a 
problem.

2. Conclusion: summarize the 
content and MPS; also ask 
for a response to the 
sermon; consider using 
stories, questions, or 
quotations here, as well.

3. Manuscript: write out your 
message fully. Read over it,  
and pray over it many times.

4. Prayer: Pray throughout 
your preparation, over your 
final manuscript, and as you 
head to the pulpit to preach.

step five
add an introduction and conclusion

Five Steps to Preparing Sermons
from Faithful Preaching by Tony Merida

MPS: a present or future tense 
application of the MPT stated in a 
single sentence. It is the proposition 
or the essence of the sermon in a 
sentence. 

MPT: a past tense statement 
about what the text meant in its 
historical context.
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