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Our Ocean, One Future Leadership Summit 

Agenda 
Georgetown University 

September 15-16, 2016 
 

 

DAY 1:  September 15, 2016 
 

 

8:00 am - 8:30 am: Registration/Breakfast  
 

 

Day 1  8:30 am – 

9:30 
Welcome 

(Facilitator: Sustainable Oceans Alliance President) 

 

Welcome by Joel S. Hellman, Dean, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service  

 

“The Our Ocean Conference”: Judith G. Garber, Acting Assistant Secretary for 

Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, U.S. Department of State  

 

“Supporting Youth Leadership”: Evan Ryan, Assistant Secretary of State for 

Education and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State (tentative) 

 

Official Opening of OOC (remote) 

 

 

Day 1  9:30 am – 

10:30 
Breakout Group Introductions / Logistics  

Sustainable Oceans Alliance Young Leaders 
   

  

  Break and transition 

 

Day 1 11:00 am - 

12:00 pm 
Breakout Session 1 

 

 

Getting the Word Out  

Sonal Shah, Georgetown University Professor of the Practice and Executive 

Director of the Beeck Center  

 

Building an Organization for Impact  
Saad Abid, Founder and President, Bahri Association   

 

Business and Entrepreneurship for Purpose  

David Lang, Founder, OpenROV  
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Moving Policy Forward  
Dr. Sandra Whitehouse, Senior Policy Advisor, Ocean Conservancy  

  

Science, Research, the University and Problem Solving  

Dr. Joanna Lewis,  Associate Professor of Science, Technology and International 

Affairs (STIA), Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown 

University 

 

Ocean Leadership in Action  
Emily Penn, Ocean Advocate and Skipper 

 

Transition  

 

 

Day 1 12:15 pm - 

1:15 pm 
Lunch 

Moderator/Introduction: Student Ocean Leader 
 

 

Speakers (12:15 pm - 12:30 pm)   

Philippe Cousteau, Co-Founder and President, EarthEcho International, and Ashlan 

Cousteau, Journalist and Filmmaker  

 

Transition  

 

 

Day 1 1:30 pm - 

2:30 pm 
Breakout Session 2 

 

 

Getting the Word Out  

TBD 

 

Building an Organization for Impact  
Elise Shutzer, Director of Pew Environment Field Operations, The Pew Charitable 

Trusts   

 

Business and Entrepreneurship for Purpose  

Mark Kaplan, co-Chair, mFish Initiative  

 

Moving Policy Forward  
Maria Damanaki, Global Managing Director for Oceans, The Nature Conservancy  

 

Science, Research, the University and Problem Solving  

Monica Medina, Deputy Director, Environment Program, Walton Family 

Foundation, and Georgetown University Adjunct Professor  

 

Ocean Leadership in Action  
Anna Oposa, Founder, Save Philippine Seas  

 

Transition  

 



        DRAFT 
 

3 

 

Day 1 2:45 pm - 

3:15 pm 
Meeting Ocean Challenges Through  

Effective Policy and Leadership 
Dr. John Holdren 

Assistant to the President for Science and Technology, Director of the 

White House Office of Science and Technology Policy  (tentative) 
(10-15 minute remarks followed by Q&A) 

 

 

Day 1 3:15 pm - 

3:45 pm 
Igniting Public Support for Ocean Conservation 

Dr. Sylvia Earle 

National Geographic Society Explorer in Residence  

(10-15 minute remarks followed by Q&A) 

 

 

Break  

 

 

Day 1 4:00 pm - 

4:30 pm 
Climate Impact on the Ocean 

Dr. Jonathan Pershing 
U.S. Special Envoy for Climate Change 

 

(5-10 minute remarks followed by Q&A) 

 

 

Day 1 4:30 pm - 

5:30 pm 
Student-led Wrap-up 

Facilitator: Young Ocean Leader 

 

Dinner served  
 

 

Day 1 5:45 pm  Group Photo 
(In Front of Healy Hall Steps) 

 

Bus Departs Georgetown University for Kennedy Center  

 

 

Day 1 7:30 pm Our Ocean Concert 
(Kennedy Center) 
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DAY 2:  September 16, 2016 
 

9:15 am – Summit Participants arrive at Riggs Library 

 

Day 2 9:30 am - 

10:30 am 
Readout of Leadership Summit by Participants  

and Networking Coffee  
Facilitator: Young Ocean Leader 

Special Guest: Special Representative for the Arctic Robert Papp, 

U.S. Department of State  

 

Transition to Gaston Hall  

 

Day 2 10:50 am – 

12:00 pm 
Conversations with Ocean Policy Leaders 

(Gaston Hall) 

Open to Georgetown Students and Invited Guests 
 

Speakers TBD 

 
Remarks and Moderated Q&A 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 12:30 pm - 

1:15 pm 
Lunch 

(No Host) 

 

 

Bus from Georgetown University for U.S. Department of State 

 

 

Day 2 1:45 pm - 

4:00 pm 
Our Ocean Conference 

(Harry S. Truman Building, U.S. Department of State)  
 

 

Tour Our Ocean Conference Exhibit Hall (South Courtyard) 

 

Watch Our Ocean Champions Dialogues (Dean Acheson Auditorium)   

 

 

  4 p.m. – Return to Georgetown, Conference ends 


