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Wife-killer
McArdle to
fight against
extradition
JIM CUSACK

WIFE-KILLERDermotMcAr-
dle looks set to prolong his
battle against imprisonment
in Spain after a special hear-
ing of the High Court yester-
day heard he now intends
appealing his extradition to
the Supreme Court.
The 42-year-old, fromDun-

dalk, Co Louth, had already
exhausted all legal appeals in
Spain when he was arrested
yesterday after surrendering
himself at Dundalk garda
station on foot of a European
ArrestWarrant for his impris-
onment for the killing of his
wife, Kelly-Anne Corcoran, in
February 2000.
Det Sgt Jim Kerwin told

Mr Justice BarryWhite about
arresting McArdle: “He said
there is a Supreme Court case
pending and I have docu-
ments to prove it. That is the
only reason I have not sur-
rendered myself.”
Det Sgt Kerwin told the

court that he went to McAr-
dle’s house at Brookfield, Hag-
gardstown, Dundalk, yester-
day morning, on foot of the
warrant for his extradition.
He saidMcArdlewas not there
but he was able to make con-
tactwith himandhe agreed to
present himself at Dundalk
garda station, which he did.
Det Sgt Kerwin presented

himwith copies of thewarrant
in both Spanish and English
and advised him of his rights.
Mr Ronan Kennedy, coun-

sel for the State, told the judge
that the terms sought for bail
were a personal warranty of
€150 and an independent
surety of €20,000. McArdle
was to surrender his passport
and agree not to apply for a
duplicate passport or anyother
travel documents and not to
buy tickets to travel to the
North. He is also to sign on
daily atDundalk garda station.
Counsel for McArdle, Mr

Mark Lynam, instructed by
solicitor Frank McDonnell,
told the court his client had
been out of work since Sep-
tember 2008 and was in
receipt of social welfare pay-
ments of €253 on which he
had to support two teenage
children.
McArdle’s parents, Dermot

and Breige, were in court and
it was agreed that McArdle
be taken to Cloverhill Prison
for the independent bail sure-
ty to be signed.
Mr McArdle will appear

before the High Court on

Gardai arrest father of two on
foot of European arrest warrant

COSTA KILLING: Dermot
McArdle, above, killed his
wife Kelly-Anne Corcoran,
below, in Marbella

FineGaelmay form government alone

10 per cent, is just over three
points ahead of its result in the
2007 election, which saw it
return with four TDs.
The poll brings no good

news for Fianna Fail, not even
a bounce in support upon the
election of Micheal Martin as
its leader last week. Mr Mar-
tin was elected leader last
Wednesday evening— the poll
was taken throughout
Wednesday and Thursday.
The electorate’s satisfac-

tionwith party leaders can be
compared to a Sunday Inde-
pendent/MillwardBrown
Lansdowne poll conducted in
February 2010.

It shows Labour’s Eamon
Gilmore (48 per cent) down six
points; Sinn Fein’s Gerry
Adams (28 per cent) down
nine points; Fine Gael’s Enda
Kenny (26 per cent)
unchanged; Greens’ John
Gormley (17 per cent) down
eight points; Brian Cowen (10
per cent) down 12 points.
The pollsters also sought

to gauge the impact ofMicheal
Martin as leader of Fianna
Fail: amassive 59 per cent said
his elevation would not effect
how they would vote; 20 per
cent said his leadershipmade
it more likely that they would
vote Fianna Fail; but 13 per
cent said Martin’s election as
leadermade it less likely; and

seven per cent did not know.
Predictably, Mr Martin’s

leadership was more warmly
received in Munster (25 per
cent) and Connaught-Ulster
(23 per cent) — but not in
Dublin, where 19 per cent said
they were less likely to vote
Fianna Fail as a result.
His election, therefore,

would appear to have done
nothing to shore up support
for Fianna Fail in the capital.
The party is facing decima-
tion in Leinster and wipeout
in Dublin, where Fine Gael
and Labour look set to divide
the spoils.
Mr Martin has a fight on

his hands, therefore, to take
Fianna Fail to about 20 per

cent, at which point it
may win around 30 seats,
enough to lead the opposi-
tion — if Labour was, indeed,
to go into government with
Fine Gael.
Fianna Fail has lost sup-

port in three chunks, to Fine
Gael, Labour and to the inde-
pendents, who may be about
to emerge as the real story of
this election.
Just 35 per cent of those

who voted Fianna Fail in 2007
said they would do so again;
but 22 per cent are going for
Fine Gael this time, 19 per
cent are choosing Labour and
a significant 18 per cent are
turning their backs on all par-
ties to go independent.

Taoiseach to discuss quitting politics with his family
EIMEAR NI BHRAONAIN

TAOISEACH Brian Cowen
appears on the verge of quit-
ting national politics, though
he said yesterday he will not
make a final decision until he
has talked things over with
his wife Mary this weekend.
“You’ve got to consider

your own family perspective
as well and what’s the best
thing all around, at this point,”
Mr Cowen said yesterday in
Tullamore.
“Genuinely having those

discussions, peoplewho know
me in this area, know how
much Iworkwith and engage
with those party officers who

are so important tome, whose
opinions I respect and they
also know that I have tomake
a decision in the context of
what my family feels as well.
I will make my decision in
good time.
“Family is important tome,

it’s important to all of us and
you have to take cognisance of

their views when you come
to these sort of decisions. For
me, it’s really a question of
listening to the people I need
to listen to, I need to talk to.”
Mr Cowen said that

activists urged him to stay at
two meetings in Laois and
Offaly.
“But they have also said

very clearly they want to give
me time and space to come to
a decision and they will
respect that decision whatev-
er it is. I’ll use the remainder
of this weekend to finalise dis-
cussions and, believe it or not,
I haven’t yet had the chance to
sit downwith themost impor-
tant person.

“I need to discuss this with
my colleagues in the organisa-
tion and my own family this
weekend.
“I have engagements in the

constituency today, I’mhere at
the Comhairle na nOg meet-
ing young people of the future
and I’mdelighted to come and
give themencouragement and

support . . . and tonight I’ll be
meeting with colleagues and
confiding with friends,” he
said.
“I have to come to a deci-

sion in the best interest of
everybody in the party and
the country.
“Whatever I do now and

in the future, inside or outside

politics, nothingwill ever sur-
pass that privilege, the oppor-
tunity to leadmy country,” he
added.
The Taoiseach’s brother,

Barry, has not ruled out run-
ning in the Laois/Offaly con-
stituency if the Taoiseach
decides not to contest the
upcoming election.
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Wednesday, February 9.
The judge informedMcAr-

dle that he had the right to
representation and to the
assistance of an interpreter if
that was required.
McArdle, whowas dressed

in jeans and a grey cotton jack-
et, sat impassively through
the 30-minute hearing before
he was taken by gardai to
Cloverhill where he was later
released on bail.
After prolonged delays and

appeals, DermotMcArdlewas
finally convicted two years
ago by a Spanish court of the
negligent homicide of hiswife,
Kelly-Anne Corcoran. He fur-
ther appealed the issuing of
the arrest warrant in Spain
delaying the process for anoth-
er two years.
The warrant was finally

executed yesterday after it was
endorsed in theHighCourt on
Friday afternoon.
McArdle has already

racked upmassive legal fees in
Spain. He appealed his 2008
conviction to Spain’s Constitu-
tional Tribunal, its highest

Top crime expert
turns up heat on
nation’s cold cases
BARRY EGAN

SHEmay look like Britney Spears’s
Gucci-clad hot older sister, but Cork-
born Mary Aiken has bedazzling
theories on just about all aspects of
crime in Ireland.
One of the experts on TV3's new

series Crime in Mind, she has a
fresh view of some of the most
intriguing crimes of recent years.
She says of American woman

Annie McCarrick, who left her
apartment in Sandymount on
March 26, 1993, andwas never seen
again: “It has long been believed
that on the last day she was seen
alive Annie went to Enniskerry for
a walk . . . however, based on the
behavioural evidence, the Crime in
Mind investigative team have
come up with some fresh insights
indicating that Annie went to
Enniskerry for an entirely different
purpose . . . it is likely that Annie had
a secret date.”
Of Dun Laoghaire schoolgirl

RaonaidMurray, who was stabbed
to death 11 years ago, Mary says:
“Lots of theories have been pro-
posed as to who killed Raonaid —
we examined the evidence and . . .
It is likely that this was an acciden-
tal death, a case of intimidation
that went too far by somebody
known to Raonaid.”
On the heartbreaking case of

Philip Cairns, the 13-year-old school-
boy who vanished, apparently kid-
napped, on his way back to school
having had lunchwith his family on
October 23, 1986, she says: “Most
people believe that Philip Cairns
was abducted while walking to
school,” Mary says. “We believe
Philip did not intend to go back to
school that day.”
Listening to her talk it is evi-

dent that herMaster's of Science in
Cyberpsychology, and a PhD in

Behavioural Analysis and Forensic
Psychology was well earned. All of
this has stood her in good stead in
her new criminal analysis role.
Aswell asMary, the investigative

team on Crime inMind consists of
Dr Mike Berry, Clinical Forensic
Psychologist atManchesterMetro-
politan University and Former
Assistant Garda Commissioner
Martin Donnellan.
“In all of the programmes the

team generated fresh behavioural
insights into these cold cases, most
have had no new leads for many
years,” Mary says, adding that the
programme's premise is the appli-
cation of contemporary forensic
psychologymethodology and theo-
ry to cold cases.
Forensic psychology is concerned

“with behavioural analysis — the
‘blood spatter of the mind' — with
a view to generating insights. This
is a first for Irish TV in this area.”
On Monday, February 7, Mary

and the team turn their attention to
the Sophie ToscanDu Plantier case.
“It is alleged that on the night of her
death Sophie openedher door in the
early hours of the morning to a
stranger,” Mary says. “It is highly
unlikely that Sophie opened her
door to a stranger . . . the behaviour-
al evidence suggests that Sophie
knewher killer, but was unaware of
the perpetrator’s propensity for
extreme violence . . .
“We were delighted that . . .

Sophie's family agreed to be inter-
viewed for the programme — her
friends and family have been relent-
less in their quest for justice . . . we
have no doubt that eventually,
someone will be held accountable
for Sophie's death . . .”

Crime In Mind is shown on
Mondays at 9pm on TV3CRIMINAL MINDS: Mary Aiken, the host of ‘Crime in Mind’. Photo: Gerry Mooney

court, in an effort to avoid the
sentence.
His appeal to the Constitu-

tional Tribunal inOctober last
year failed and the warrant
was issued for his arrest.
He made a further appeal

against the issuing of thewar-
rant, but all related legalmat-
ters in Spain were completed
recently and gardai received
the warrant at the end of last
week.
Spanish police initially

closed their investigation in
2000 after finding no evidence
of foul play. But, subsequent-
ly, gardai in Dundalk inter-
viewed relatives of Ms Corco-
ran.
During the initial court

proceedings in Spain it was
said that the couple’s young
son had told a relative his
mother had been “pushed by
daddy”.
In February last year, the

Superior Court in Granada
ordered McArdle to pay all
costs relating to his legal bat-
tle, amounting to €500,000.
The Spanish courts also
awarded €100,000 toMs Cor-
coran’s parents and McArdle
was also ordered to pay com-
pensation of €60,000 to each
of his sons.
The Spanish trial heardMs

Corcoran, 29, fell from their
balcony at a hotel in Marbel-
la in the Costa del Sol after a
violent argument with her
husband. He was sentenced
to two years’ imprisonment.
McArdle’s sentence took into
account mitigating circum-
stances, including that he
attempted to stop his wife
from falling after hemanhan-
dled her.
In February 2010, his

appeal failed and he was
ordered to return to Spain to
serve his sentence. In March,
he was given a 30-day dead-
line to come up with the
€220,000 compensation toMs
Corcoran’s parents and his
sons and hand himself over.
McArdle appealed again.

His lawyers claimed he was
being treated unfairly in com-
parisonwith other peoplewho
receive similar sentences.
In Spain, jail terms of two

years or less are generally
suspended for first-time
offenders.
Last July, the Spanish

Supreme Court rejected the
appeal and ordered McArdle
to return to Spain and present
himself to the authorities
before August 5.

UPBEAT PRINCESS: Dublin’s
Princess of Dance Kathy
McGuinness, 27, will hear
nothing of the recession talk
that is in vogue right now. “We
have to stay positive, keep
trying new things . . . and not
let the current situation stop
you in your tracks,” says
Kathy, whose dress is by
couturier Sean Byrne (to order
085-8445029). The proof that
her philosophy works is that
she has never been busier. She
is dancing in ‘Somewhere
Under the Rainbow’, the story
of Liza Minnelli, in the Olympia
Theatre next Sunday night.
Kathy is also working hard on
the choreography for the UCD
fashion show next month and
tonight she’ll be voting for the
Irish dance group Ghetto
Fabulous who are on Sky One’s
‘Got to Dance’ at 6pm. “I know
it’s easier said than done, but I
think we all have to be as
upbeat as possible and never
forget our sense of humour.
That’s the secret,” she says.
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