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Weaving a blue-jeans rug 

If you visit our weavery, you can see a very small 
room that has shelves stacked with old, worn-out 
jeans. For years now, many people have been 
leaving bags of jeans on our doorstep--jeans of all 
sizes and colors, all textures and styles.  

Years ago, Mike Jennissen cut up all our jeans into 
4 panels, 2 from the front and two from the back. 
Sarah Derkey took her trusty seam ripper and got 
all the pockets off. Then she helped us sort out the 
panels into shades of blue…dark, light, and 
medium. Last year, Sara Munson cut the panels 
into even, inch wide strips, expertly mastering our 
Rigby cloth-cutting machine.  

This year, Mariah took all the shades of blue into 
her mind’s eye. What did she see? It was something 
beautiful. Mariah took two long pieces of thread, 
and threaded two very large needles. She gathered 

the blue strips into matching pairs. One of the 
strips was threaded onto the first needle, the other 
strip went to the second needle.   

Then Tim O’Connor took the long threads that were 
filled with blue jeans strips. He pulled the strips off 
the threads in exact order. One by one, he sewed 
them together on our very old singer sewing 
machine. When the strips were all sewn, Tim rolled 
them up into balls, numbering them to create the 
array of colors and designs that Mariah saw in her 
imagination. 

Then, Tim wrapped the blue shades onto his 
shuttles and masterfully wove a perfect rag rug.   

So many hands created this rug. So many minds 
thought through every step. So many hearts felt the 
joy of creating something beautiful. 

Lois Smith 



Note from the Editor

On the CVMN estate crew in winter 

    by Barbara Hoet 

I am definitely not an outdoor fan(atic) when 
temperatures drop close to 40 degrees below 
zero in Minnesota. Born and raised in a 
moderate climate in Europe, I still shun to 
glance at the thermometer during those biting, 
frosty winter mornings. However, work needs 
to be done in CVMN. Be it brisk and arctic out 
there or not. 

 

Simply imagine, what would it be like for the 
houses without garbage or recycling pick-up; or 
nobody would bring and stack firewood to heat 
some of the wood-fired homes; or the 10 inches 
of snow that fell silently overnight would not 
get shoveled in front of garages, entrances of 
homes, workshops and community buildings. 
These are only some of the estate crew’s main 
tasks.  

 

But the work gets always done. There are some 
“brave guys” doing a thorough job, abiding the 
cold: Amy Tangemann, Mike Jennissen, Tony 
Hanson, Tim O’Connor, Stephanie Potten, 
Patrick Fitterer, David Tack and Michael Hoet. 

I admire their endurance and stamina, their 
willingness to face adverse weather conditions 
and, nevertheless, keep the spirits up. 

I will take their determination to get the job 
done as a good example for the coming winter 
season. I will not shy away from facing 40 
degrees below zero – but try to embrace it! 
(Huhh!) Big thank you to the brave estate crew! 

 

  



“Let me win. But if I cannot win, 
let me be brave in the attempt.” 

The Athlete Oath for Special Olympics 
participants above is a snapshot of both the 
competitiveness and the courage that our 
community’s athletes all strived to embody 
during the Special Olympics season. Special 
Olympics provides an outlet for practical sports 
training and competitive participation for our 
people with special needs. It also provides an 
opportunity to engage with the greater 
community of Golden Eagle team members in 
Sauk Centre and Melrose, additionally bringing 
us to gather with the entire state’s Special 
Olympics participants. 

 This year, a total of seventeen Athletes from 
Camphill participated in the three Special 
Olympics seasons.  

 

In the fall and winter, bowling keeps us active 
during the coldest parts of the year. Basketball 
season begins at the end of winter. The 

highlight of the basketball season for many was 
the team’s win against the Sauk Centre High 
School boys team. 

 

 After a short break, we begin Track and Field 
in the spring. Currently, our Athletes are 
preparing for the State Competition in Track 
and Field in Minneapolis at the end of June. By 
the time you read this, the Athletes will have 
proven themselves at a State level, an exciting 
endeavor for everyone involved! The Athletes 
look forward to this trip both for the 
opportunity to showcase their abilities, but also 
for the time to connect with friends and fans 
from the whole of Minnesota. I’m sure you can 
imagine the power of this shared experience of 
friendly competition before an audience of 
hundreds. Our Athletes will be participating in 
running, walking, and relay races from 50-400 
meters, shot-put, softball throw, and the long 
jump. 

Good Luck to all our Golden Eagles! 

Tory Hancock 

  



The Story of the Bees at Camphill Village 
Minnesota 

by Steven Briggs 

One in every 3 bites of food came to the table 
because the honey bee visited the flower, they are 
the most efficient pollinator which brought Einstein 
to speculate, “If the bee disappeared off the surface 
of the globe, then man would only have four years 
of life left."A year ago in the Spring of 2010, three 
Carniolan honey bee colony packages arrived in 
Stillwater, Minnesota along with thousands more 
on a truck from the California almond groves. 
These three hives then traveled by car to Camphill 
Minnesota becoming the first hives in many years 
to call CVM home. In this desperate time where 
thousands of hives are disappearing every year due 
to colony collapse disorder, we here at Camphill are 
trying to provide a clean, pesticide free 
environment for the bees to regain their strength 
and resilience.  

When the bees arrive by truck from California in 
late April – early May, they come in what is called a 
3 lb package which consists of approx. 10,000 
female workers and one queen. They arrive 
disorientated, full of corn syrup, and eager to be 
hived in their new home. They are quite docile at 
the start because they have no honey stores to 
protect yet and they know the beekeeper will put 
them in a nice home. For the first few weeks they 
must be fed bee brew which is an organic cane 
sugar, honey, chamomile, peppermint and thyme 
tea which helps them gain strength for their 
upcoming apple blossom pollinating mission. As 
the queen gets laying she’ll rapidly expand the force 
of worker bees, laying upwards of 1,000 eggs at her 
peak which gets the colony’s worker population 
with strong colonies to near 60,000 come fall. 

In the spring of 2010 three colonies where hived 
here. Two of the colonies were placed in traditional 
Langstroth style box hives and one was put in top 
bar hive which will be explained shortly. Within a 
month one of the box hives died out because of 
queen loss, the worker numbers slowly diminished 
as the queen wasn’t present to lay more and they 
weren’t strong enough yet to make a new queen 
themselves. The two other hives made it through 
the summer, fall and winter and are still buzzing 
today. No honey was taken off the first year because 

the bees are here to regain strength and are not 
being pushed for production. If there is excess 
honey this year then it will be extracted and given 
to the houses, giving preference to the needs of the 
hive first. Many commercial operations take all the 
honey off the hives and then call in a tanker truck of 
corn syrup for the bees. As with all creatures, corn 
syrup doesn’t give the bees a chance. 

Over the winter Monte Mullen, John Weingartz, 
Adam Ellison, Adam Cullen, Jochen Reich and 
myself worked every Wednesday morning in the 
woodshop to produce six top bar hives. The top bar 
hive is a horizontal chamber with sides that slope 
inward from the top at 72 degrees. Instead of 
having rectangular frames, this type of hive has 
bars of wood along the top with 1 inch wax starter 
strips inlayed that the bees use as guides to build 
comb. When the combs are fully drawn out they 
appear as upside down triangles. The bees build 
their own comb and seem to like this shape of hive 
better than the square box hives because it mimics 
their natural preference. Gunther Hauk, a well 
known biodynamic beekeeper and founder of 
Spikenard Farm bee sanctuary in Floyd, Virginia, 
provided the plans for these hives. With this design 
the bees are able to reside in a shape that is more 
comfortable for them whilst the top bar hives’ 
dimensions are compatible with honey supers that 
can be stacked on top. This hive also features a 
sliding screened bottom board that keeps the 
Varroa mites from getting back in the hive when the 
bees pick them off and clean themselves. The 
Varroa destructor is a deadly mite that has been 
wreaking havoc on hives in the US since the late 
1980’s. 

When the Woodshop Bee Crew completed the new 
top bar hives early this spring, four hives were 
placed on a platform that is sheltered from the 
north and south winds by a pine stand while 
receiving the sunlight from the east and west. Early 
in May, four more colonies made their journey from 
the almond groves to Camphill Minnesota where 
they now reside in our small apiary. These colonies, 
plus our two from last year, will provide the 
surrounding land with pollination. Our biodynamic 
fields of veggies, buckwheat, clover, alfalfa, tall 
grass prairie, apple orchard, forests, wetlands, and 
house gardens provide much needed nourishment 
for these amazing selfless, cooperative creatures.  



Many thanks to Carol Drake and Robert Troia for their financial support in this endeavor, to Gunther Hauk for 
the hive plans, and to Susan Rosenthal-Krauss for letting the honey bees reside near Sunshine Cottage.  

 



Camphill Village MN 2011 Update  

Mary Gruber 

We are excited by the 2010 challenge gift that 
was laid out by the Merle Felling family from 
Sauk Centre; the Robert Troia and Carol Drake 
family, parents of Natalie Troia; and Richard 
Scudder, grandfather of Chipeta Difani.  
Chipeta and Natalie are both villagers here at 
Camphill Village, MN.  The Klick Foundation 
with a $10,000 commitment was also part of 
this challenge.  The $55,000 challenge gift 
from these three families and The Klick 
Foundation brought awareness to the 
community. Many other past donors joined in 
to ensure funding of Camphill’s basic needs in 
operating and renovations for this last fiscal 
year.    Along with support from all the other 
individuals, foundations, businesses and other 
organizations, we would like to thank the 
Berghold, the Cotter, the Goan and the 
Steinkraus family,  as well as Dorothy Becker, 
Denny Ringsmuth, Doris Veden, the Simpkins,  
the Jennissen and the Ellison family for the 
extra  efforts these individuals  made along 
with our board and Friends Group. This,  truly 
made the difference  towards Camphill Village 
MN’s development last year.  

Otto Bremer Foundation Initiates 
a Matching Gift in 2011 
The 2010 Challenge Gift, like so many 
challenge gifts of the past, created assurance of 
basic supports during rocky times.  Even with 
this good news, we continue to see our 
operating and maintenance costs increase, 
challenging our income and donations to keep 
pace.  Otto Bremer Foundation, forecasting 
with us these and other financial challenges 
into the next fiscal year, put out a $25,000 
matching gift toward our maintenance and 
renovation projects for 2011 ensuring the 
sustainability of the Community during these 
challenging economic times.  The first $25,000 
in pledges towards this year’s renovations will 
double in impact, and with Otto Bremer 

Foundation’s gift, will ensure the first $50,000 
of our basic maintenance and renovation needs 
for this fiscal year.  The maintenance projects 
supported by this year’s Otto Bremer Matching 
Gift Drive totaling $ 78,000, cover the 
replacement of a vehicle, of flooring,roofs, and 
septic systems as well as handicap accessible 
improvements to pathways and roads.   

Even with this matching gift completed and 
with $50,000 raised, we will still have $28,000 
more to fundraise in donations for renovations 
as well as raising the remaining $85,000 in 
donations for our operating budget in 2011, but 
we are grateful that this vital matching gift will 
have started the momentum. We are thankful 
for all of the gifts towards maintenance of the 
village we have received from the greater 
community over the last 30 years, including 
volunteer help with building service projects.  
The variety and scope of support towards 
maintenance and renovations can make the 
difference once again in 2011, ensuring 
Camphill’s ability to serve disabled people in 
our community as we look forward to the next 
30 years.  

If you have any questions on the projects, 
goals, or matching gifts, feel free to contact: 
Mary Gruber at 320-732-6365 or 651-334-
4684   Camphill Village MN  15136 Celtic Drive, 
Sauk Centre MN 56378 

  



Prescribed Fire on the Prairie 
Angela Michieli 

 

 
We have several areas on our land where we 
are planting and encouraging prairie to grow. 
We started in some places in 1993 and have 
expanded most every year since. This 
diversifies our plant and animal communities, 
makes our landscape richer, and widens our 
pasturing window and offering to our cattle 
and wild grazers. 

 
Along with being 
grazed, every few 
years each prairie 
gets burned. These 
prairie plants 
evolved with fire, and 
they thrive with fire. 
Doing this in spring 
removes dead plant 
residues; sets back 

exotic, non-native species, and allows the sun 
to warm the ash-blackened soil.  
The perennial 
prairie plants are 
strongly 
invigorated and 
seed production 
and germination 
rates are greatly 
increased. This 
in turn gives us 

local seed to disperse in other areas. All of the 
seed was originally hand gathered within 100 
miles of our farm from old virgin prairie 
remenants and old railroad rights of way; and 
it holds the unique genetic diversity of our local 
landscape. 
We had a big 16 
member crew, 
including many 
experienced old fire 
hands, along with a 
drip torch, several 
backpack water 
pump cans, shovels, 
and well prepared 
fire breaks on all 
sides. When conditions were right for an ample 

and safe burn, we, in cooperation with our 
good friend Wind, welcomed the Fire to our 
land. We blessed and celebrated the prairie. 
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Comings and Goings 

A big thank you to all the individuals who brought their energy, skills and commitment to the village: 
Tim O’Connor, Jessica Jacquot, Dave Edgar and Sarah Foster. And a warm welcome to Joey Carter 

and Adam Cullen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Winter is gone. The ice has melted and the Frogs have returned. 

Messengers of Spring. Nature awakens to the Frogs united ribbit, kwak kwak, cra cra and gar gar of Joy. 
Barbara Hoet 
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