
 

 

 
    

 
 
The Honorable [Member of the 112
United States Congress 
Washington, DC  
 
 
Dear [Member of the 112th Congress
 
On behalf of the staff, students, 
seating of the 112th Congress and look forward to working with you. 
many challenges facing our 
education is crucial to ensure the future health of our economy and our country.
we are writing you today to ask that you consider extended 
any appropriate education related le

increases future earnings, strengthens civic bonds, and is essential to prepare a well
workforce for a global economy.  
earlier age, and too many of our children continue to fall through the cracks. We need to 
mobilize the untapped resources of time and talent that can help us restore the historic promise 
of education and opportunity for all Americans.  
 
Citizen Schools is a national afte
with schools and school districts
(with the support of national service funding) 
skills-building apprenticeships after school. At middle schools in 20 school districts, Citizen 
Schools programs blend these real
leadership development activities, preparing low
college, the workforce, and civic life.
 
The 112th Congress can help stude
country by increasing learning time, making learning more relevant, and involving Americans 
in the shared enterprise of education.
with – that many children need more high
opportunities to prepare for success in college and 21st century careers.  As Congress prepares 
to address reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
consider improving the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program (21
help give communities more quality learning time for students.

program by providing local flexibility for communities to choose how best to increase learning 
time for their students; ensuring strong partnerships between schools and the local 
organizations that provide much needed a
quality programs with proven track records in promoting student achievement; 
legislation like the Time for Innovation Matters in Education Act (TIME Act 
1410 in the 111th Congress). 

January 7

[Member of the 112th Congress] 

Congress], 

he staff, students, families, and supporters of Citizen Schools, we welcome the 
Congress and look forward to working with you.   As Congress takes on the 

 nation, we know that making an investment in our children’s 
education is crucial to ensure the future health of our economy and our country.  

ask that you consider extended learning time a critical issue in 
any appropriate education related legislation.  We know that a high-quality education 
increases future earnings, strengthens civic bonds, and is essential to prepare a well
workforce for a global economy.  Too much of our current education system is an artifact of an 

too many of our children continue to fall through the cracks. We need to 
mobilize the untapped resources of time and talent that can help us restore the historic promise 
of education and opportunity for all Americans.   

Citizen Schools is a national afterschool and extended learning time model that works directly 
with schools and school districts across the country. We train thousands of adult volunteers 
(with the support of national service funding) to help improve student achievement by teaching 

building apprenticeships after school. At middle schools in 20 school districts, Citizen 
Schools programs blend these real-world learning projects with rigorous academic and 
leadership development activities, preparing low-income students for success in hi
college, the workforce, and civic life.  

Congress can help students like the ones we work with and so many others acro
by increasing learning time, making learning more relevant, and involving Americans 

erprise of education.  We recognize – as do the teachers and parents we work 
that many children need more high-quality learning time and more enrichment 

opportunities to prepare for success in college and 21st century careers.  As Congress prepares 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, we urge you to 

Century Community Learning Centers program (21
help give communities more quality learning time for students.  Congress can strengthen this 
program by providing local flexibility for communities to choose how best to increase learning 
time for their students; ensuring strong partnerships between schools and the local 
organizations that provide much needed additional resources to schools; promoting high
quality programs with proven track records in promoting student achievement; and supporting 
legislation like the Time for Innovation Matters in Education Act (TIME Act – H.
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  In particular, 

learning time a critical issue in 
quality education 

increases future earnings, strengthens civic bonds, and is essential to prepare a well-trained 
Too much of our current education system is an artifact of an 

too many of our children continue to fall through the cracks. We need to 
mobilize the untapped resources of time and talent that can help us restore the historic promise 

rschool and extended learning time model that works directly 
train thousands of adult volunteers 

to help improve student achievement by teaching 
building apprenticeships after school. At middle schools in 20 school districts, Citizen 

world learning projects with rigorous academic and 
income students for success in high school, 

and so many others across the 
by increasing learning time, making learning more relevant, and involving Americans 

as do the teachers and parents we work 
quality learning time and more enrichment 

opportunities to prepare for success in college and 21st century careers.  As Congress prepares 
, we urge you to 

Century Community Learning Centers program (21st CCLC) to 
Congress can strengthen this 

program by providing local flexibility for communities to choose how best to increase learning 
time for their students; ensuring strong partnerships between schools and the local 

promoting high-
and supporting 
.R. 3130 and S. 
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We look forward to sharing our specific priorities as Congress addresses critical education 
legislation, and we thank you for your leadership on these important issues.  If we can provide 
you with any assistance or further
Driscoll, Executive Director for Public Policy and Communications at our Washington, DC office 
at christindriscoll@citizenschools.org
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Schwarz 
Co-Founder and CEO 
Citizen Schools 

 
 
 
 

 

 

We look forward to sharing our specific priorities as Congress addresses critical education 
e thank you for your leadership on these important issues.  If we can provide 

you with any assistance or further information, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Driscoll, Executive Director for Public Policy and Communications at our Washington, DC office 
christindriscoll@citizenschools.org or (703) 524-2552. 
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