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The four of us let out squeals 
of joy after returning our 26-foot 
home on wheels back to West 
Coast Mountain Campers — 
without a scratch.

We’d spent five days driving the 
600-kilometre Coast Mountain 
Circle Route from Vancouver to 
Harrison Hot Springs to Hope to 
Lillooet to Pemberton to Whistler 
and back to Vancouver, on only 
$210 of gas.

Leslie, Nissa and Katie, my 
three best friends from a one-
year stint in Dillon, Mon., arrived 
for their first visit to Vancouver 
and our first reunion in 15 years. 
We effortlessly slipped back into 
our easy friendship.

Exploring the Coast Mountain 
Circle Route was an ideal way to 
proudly show off my adopted 
province with its storybook scen-
ery and tasty attractions, and fall 
was the perfect time of year to 
travel with its reliably gorgeous 
weather and reduced tourist traf-
fic. It’s also value season for RV 
rentals, with a package similar to 
ours starting from $700.

After an orientation to the vehi-
cle we nicknamed The Senator, 
we began the two-hour drive to 
Harrison Hot Springs with myself 
as designated driver, passing 
through Chilliwack’s lush coun-
tryside on our way. 

Harrison Hot Springs is easily 
navigated by foot and we walked 
to the new Laughing Goat restau-
rant for lunch and then to rent 
bikes from Jamie’s Quadricycle.

We set off for a self-guided ride 
of the Agassiz Circle Farm Tour 
in the spectacular afternoon 
sun and pulled over at Canadi-
an Hazelnut, an organic farm 
where you can buy nuts in count-
less flavoured, buttered and can-
died forms. 

Next we put our kickstands 
down at The Farm House Natu-
ral Cheeses and excitedly filed in 
to meet head cheese-maker Deb-
ra Amrein-Boyes who talked us 
through samples of her famous 
cow and goat cheeses.

With loot from our farm tour in 
hand, we checked into Harrison 

Hot Springs RV, which was excep-
tionally fancy for an RV park with 
manicured grounds and a new 
spa-like facility with hot tub, 
pool, washrooms and showers.    

After getting ready in style, we 
sat down for dinner at the Harri-
son Hot Springs Resort’s Copper 
Room — whose vibe reminded 
us of Kellerman’s Resort in Dirty 
Dancing — where The Jones 
Boys were provoking guests to 
have an old-fashioned swinging 
good time.

The next morning we explored 
Othello Tunnels at Coquihalla 
Canyon Provincial Park, a series 
of train tunnels blasted through 
the Coquihalla Gorge by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in 1914 
and now reincarnated as a popu-
lar attraction.

An hour later we were at Hells 
Gate Airtram where we soared 

high above the Fraser River by 
cable car, overlooking the turbu-
lent waters and man-made fish-
ways for migrating salmon. On 
the other side we checked out 
the fisheries exhibit and fudge 
factory, followed by lunch on the 
cafe’s scenic patio.

After an exhilarating journey 
snaking our way along narrow 
Highway 12, we pulled into Fort 
Berens Estate Winery, Lilloo-
et’s first winery, just before the 
sun set behind the Cascades. We 
were greeted by owners Heleen 
Pannekoek and Rolf de Bruin 
who named their winery after 
the fort established on the site 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company 
during the gold rush of 1859 — 
a past that’s also given a nod in 
their label’s playful design.

We tackled B.C.’s 
Coast Mountain 
Circle Route via RV
adventure: How four old pals drove a home on wheels 
to some of the loveliest sights our province has to offer

Lunch on a scenic patio rewards those who muster up their 
courage and cross the Fraser on the hell’s Gate airtram.

the gang feasted on the fresh local fixings presented at Mile one eating 
house after they pulled their 26-foot rig into Pemberton.
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We arrived at Fraser Cove 
Campground after dark and cau-
tiously navigated the gravel road 
down to our reserved spot above 
the banks of the Fraser. We were 
treated to a brilliant sunrise and 
made our way down to the sandy 
beach for sun salutations.

On our way to Pemberton we 
stopped to explore Seton Lake, 
Duffey Lake and Lower Joffre 
Lake, each framed by the Coast 
Mountains and a different shade 
of showy blue. At Seton we spot-
ted a lustrous juvenile black bear, 
untroubled by our presence.

In Pemberton we stopped for 
lunch at one of my favourites, 
Mile One Eating House, feasting 
on fresh local fixings, then toured 
Pemberton Distillery where hus-
band and wife team Lorien and 
Tyler Schramm make buzzed-
about vodka, gin and single malt 
whisky from local organic pota-
toes and organic malted barley. 

Then it was off to Whistler’s 
pristine Riverside Resort. Ame-
nities include a café, beach vol-
leyball court and putting course. 

We got all dolled up and head-
ed into Whistler Village on Riv-
erside’s free shuttle for a night of 
club crawling. The next morning 
we took a long, brisk walk along 
Whistler’s Valley Trail, a 40-kilo-
metre paved trail that weaves its 
way around the town’s parks, 
lakes and neighbourhoods.

The Sea to Sky Highway was an 
impressive last leg to our journey 

before arriving at Capilano Riv-
er RV Park, an oasis in the city 
beneath the Lions Gate Bridge.

To plan an RV or camping trip, 
visit The Camping and RVing 
British Columbia Coalition’s 
website (www.campingrvbc.
com), a one-stop resource for 
RV rentals, private campgrounds 
and RV parks, federal and provin-
cial parks, and recreation sites.

Natural beauty, great food 
await campers and RV’ers
From Page A25

We dined at the Harrison Hot Springs Resort’s Copper Room 
where The Jones Boys led us in a swinging good time. 

Othello Tunnels at Coquihalla 
Canyon Provincial Park is a series 
of train tunnels blasted through 
the Coquihalla Gorge by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in 1914 
and is now reincarnated as a 
popular attraction.
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Renshaw Travel 1-800-745-7753 or 604-733-1010
Trusted name in travel for over 50 years

GO DISNEY FREE!FREE!
Kids fly, stay,

& eat at
NO EXTRA COST
Call our Disney Specialist Danielle.

Conditions apply. Ex: Vancouver. All prices in CAD unless otherwise stated. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Prices are per person based on double occupancy and do not include airfare unless otherwise stated. Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, GST/HST, fuel supplements and
port related fees and are approximate and subject to change. Fuel surcharge may be additional. Prices are for specific dates and subject to availability. Prices are accurate at time of publication and may change without notice, errors and omissions excepted. †We will beat any written quoted cruise by $1 and give you a $50 voucher for
future travel. ”Sail Free” offer applies only where all “Lowest Cruise Price Guarantee” criteria are met but a Cruiseabout retail shop does not beat quoted price. Additional important conditions apply. For full terms and conditions visit www.cruiseabout.ca/sailfree. CPBC Reg #55477

Hot Offer Cruise Packages

Caribbean

Southern Caribbean 7 nights + air
Adventure of the Seas, sails from San Juan.
FEATURES St Croix (Virgin Islands), Phillipsburg (St Maarten), St Johns (Antigua),
Castries (St Lucia) and Bridgetown (Barbados).WITH roundtrip airfare.

FLY+CRUISE Inside from$1487

Mexico

Europe

YucatanMexico 4 nights
Liberty of the Seas, sails from Fort
Lauderdale.
FEATURES Cozumel.

Inside from$364

Mexican Riviera 7 nights
Carnival Splendor, sails from Long Beach.
FEATURES Cabo San Lucas and
Puerto Vallarta.

Oceanview from

OUTSIDE CABIN $670

Transatlantic 14 nights
Navigator of the Seas, sails from
Barcelona.
FEATURES Cartagena, Malaga, Tenerife,
Nassau and New Orleans.

Inside from$672

Mediterranean 9 nights
Norwegian Spirit, sails from Barcelona.
FEATURES Funchal, Santa Cruz, Arrecife
and Malaga.

Balcony from

BALCONY CABIN $772

Las Vegas 7 nights + air
Westerdam, sails from San Diego.
FEATURES Victoria and Vancouver.
WITH all airfare and accom on the
Las Vegas Strip.

Inside from

STAY, FLY+CRUISE $771
BajaMexico 5 nights + air
Carnival Inspiration, sails from
Long Beach.
FEATURES Catalina and Ensenada
(Mexico).WITH roundtrip airfare and
Newport Beach, resort style accom.

Inside from

STAY, FLY+CRUISE $799
Hawaii 14 nights + air
Zaandam, sails from San Diego.
FEATURESHilo (Big Island), Lahaina
(Maui), Honolulu (Oahu), Port Allen
(Kauai), and Ensenada (Mexico).
WITH roundtrip airfare.

FLY+CRUISE Inside from$1809
Panama Canal 15 nights + air
Celebrity Century, sails from San Diego.
FEATURES Cabo San Lucas, Puerto
Vallarta (Mexico), Puerto Quetzal
(Guatemala), Punta Renas (Costa
Rica), Panama Canal, Colon (Panama),
Cartagena (Columbia) and Fort
Lauderdale.WITH roundtrip airfare.

FLY+CRUISE Inside from$1897

All cruise prices include

taxes & fees, onboard

meals, and entertainment.

✔ 6 stores in British Columbia. Drop in, call or email us.

✔ Access to Canada’s best airfare & hotel deals.

✔ Lowest Cruise Price Guarantee.

The Cruiseabout
Difference

cruiseabout.ca

1 855 834 4567
METROTOWN
NOW OPEN

C A R I B B E A N S E A

Puerto Rico
St Croix

St Johns

Philipsburg

Castries

Bridgetown

Virgin Islands

San Juan St Maarten

Antigua

St Lucia

Barbados

roundtrip airfare

Follow us on

Eastern Caribbean 5 nights
Liberty of the Seas, sails from Fort
Lauderdale.
FEATURES Labadee and Falmouth.

Inside from$434

Western Caribbean 7 nights
Navigator of the Seas, sails from NewOrleans.
FEATURES Falmouth, Grand Cayman
and Cozumel.

Inside from$461
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