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Purpose

• As our projects are “Research                                     

for Development”, it‟s important                                     

to appreciate how our research                            

relates to law and policy

• What is policy?

• What is law?

• Is justice important?

• Understanding policy as                                      

a living process



What is public policy?

• The dictionary definition of “policy” and “public policy”

Policy: “A course of action, especially one based on  

some declared or respected principle”

Public Policy: “A course of action adopted and pursued 

by a government, party, statesperson or ruler”

• There are different approaches to “policy analysis”:

• Explanation of policy processes (positivist) 

• Prescription for policy processes (normative)



Types of public policy

• Distributive policies: Apply to everyone for the common 

good – e.g. provision of public infrastructure, health service

• Promotional policies: „Carrots‟ to incentivize actors to do 

what they otherwise wouldn‟t (subsidies, contracts, 

licences)

• Redistributive policies: Distribute from the “haves” to the 

“have nots” –e.g. Progressive taxes

• Regulative policies: „sticks‟ e.g. crime policies

• Procedural policies: Explain how something will be done, 

or who will do it

• Foreign policies, National defence policies….

May act at a particular scale: project, provincial, national, 

regional, global)



There are many different public policies!

In your research, can you name the specific policy that is 

most important to your research topic? Did you read it yet?

What are it‟s key policy goals? 

What are its key strategies to achieve them?



What is law?

• Laws set out standards, procedures and principles that 

must be followed. 

• If a law is not followed, those responsible for breaking them 

can be prosecuted in court.

• In most countries, the highest law is the constitution

• Operationalization of law is often mandated to a particular 

ministry

In your research, can you name the key Law that is most 

important to your research topic? Did you read it yet?

Which ministry does it mandate?



Public Participation 

in EIA/ HIA

• Thailand‟s existing “Enhancement 

and Conservation of the National 

Environmental Quality Act, NEQA 

1992,” which pre-dates the most 

recent constitution and provides the 

law on EIA, does not detail 

requirements for public participation

• Constitution of Thailand (2007): 

Section 67 provided more details, 

but still required more details in 

practice 

• It also requires a Health Impact 

Assessment to be undertaken



Right of Access to Information

• Constitution of 

Thailand (2007): 

Section 56 and 57





Many laws can now be found online

Current / planned policies may need to be collected 

through interviews with government agencies



Public Policy, law and Justice

• Public policy often requires trade-offs

• Resources are often scarce (or constructed to be so), 
and interests collide in their allocation

• At the heart of most public policies is a notion of “justice”

• Equal distribution of resources                                                              
among all constituents                                                    
(egalitarianism); 

• Distribution of resources according                                                        
to each person‟s merits or input                                                          
(proportionality to contribution); 

• Distribution of resources according                                                              
to some priority principle, such as                                                         
each person‟s needs (distribution rule)



Public Policy, law and Justice

• Different interest groups may use different notions of justice 
to support their claims



“Actors” / (Stakeholders)

Who are the key 

primary/ 

secondary 

stakeholders in 

your research? 

Who has more 

influence?

Do they match who you said you would communicate your research to?

Whose 

involved, what 

are their 

interests and 

values, power 

(asymmetries)



“A bed of nails”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B-Hw3y7AcM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B-Hw3y7AcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B-Hw3y7AcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B-Hw3y7AcM


Dynamic process: The Public Policy “cycle”

I. Agenda Setting

II. Policy 

formulation

III. Policy 

Implementation
IV. Policy evaluation

V. Policy Change

VI. Policy 

Termination

For your policy, can you map out the key events in its 

creation and implementation? 

How were/ are decisions taken through formal and 

informal processes? Who was involved/ excluded?



Summary

• The creation and implementation of policy is dynamic … and 

contested

– A series of decisions being taken rather than a single decision 

– Reflects societal ethics and values

– Emerge (in general) over a long period of time, and are a product of 

the legacies of history

• Any particular policy needs to be understood in the context 

of other laws and policies and (competing) actors/ 

institutions


