
February 24 
Leviticus 21, 22, 23, 25 

 
Today we will be discussing three more topics under Religious and Ceremonial 
Laws:  Rules for the Priest, The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee 
 
These principles undergird all of the wisdom of priestly unclean ness. 
 
 #1: God is Holy. 
 #2: Worship of a Holy God demands moral and physical purity. 

#3: God’s holiness sets the standard of perfection. The emphasis on physical 
cleanliness and physical perfection is only meant to mirror the more 
important issues of moral purity and spiritual perfection. 

 
Rules for the Priest 
 
We began by reading more regulations pertaining to the priests. The emphasis 
here, as we have come to expect, is upon the fact that the priest must remain clean 
before God and the reason which is given, over and over again is: “Because I the 
Lord am Holy - I who made you am Holy”. Three different times in Chapter 21 that is 
stated. Several more times it simply says, “I am the Lord.” That is enough to remind 
the readers of the need for holiness. “I am the Lord.” 
 
“A priest, we are told in Chapter 21, “must not make himself ceremonially unclean” 
for anyone who dies, except for a close relative - a mother, father, brother or an 
unmarried, dependent sister. The High Priest could not even defile himself by 
touching the dead body of his mother or father! 
 
Knowing this truth can shed some light on the familiar story in the New Testament 
called the Good Samaritan. Do you remember that story? I am sure that most of us 
have pretty bad feelings toward the priest and the Levite who passed by on the 
other side of the road, but there was more at issue in their minds than the trouble 
involved, or the time it might take, or the danger inherent in ministering to the 
mugging victim they found on the road. They were probably also thinking this way: 
‘If the man who is badly injured dies while I am tending to him, that will make me 
ceremonially unclean - or if after I touch him I discover he is leprous or has sores or 
other conditions that would render me unclean - I will have violated the Law. Even 
if I want to help him, I dare not take the risk.’ 
 
!!!! Note pragmatic value in germ terms.  Meat – can’t eat on third day.  Don't touch 
a dead body and then eat.  Don't eat animals that were found dead or torn by wild 
animals.   
 
The other word that was to typify a priest is “unblemished”. That word denotes 
perfection. Thus, physical defects, though they did not make a priest ceremonially 
unclean (he could still share in the provision for the priests in the sacrificial meal) 
would eliminate a priest from actually presenting the offering of sacrifice to the 



Lord. Blindness, lameness, any deformity or disfigurement, any eye problems - even 
damaged testicles would disqualify a priest from offering the sacrifice. 
 
The same rule of thumb was applied to the animals which were brought for the 
sacrifice. They also had to be outwardly perfect. All of this was meant to emphasize 
the holiness and the perfection of the God to who worship was offered.   
 
 
The Sabbatical Year and the Jubilee 
 
To comment on Leviticus 25 I found a great summary on the Sabbatical Year and 
the year of Jubilee. It is taken from The Archaeological Study Bible ( g 189). 
 
“The principle of the Sabbath day was extended to legislation of a “sabbatical year” 
every seven years and a “jubilee” every fifty years (that is, after seven times seven).  
Verse 4 stipulated that every seventh year the Israelites were to give the land a 
“Sabbath of rest” and to allow anyone, including slaves and sojourners (temporary 
residents), to gather the produce that had grown that year.  Then, every 50th year, 
following the “seven Sabbaths of years”, those who had acquired others’ ancestral 
lands were obligated to return them to their original owners (vv. 8-10) Israelite 
slaves were also to be released and allowed to return to their families (vv. 39-41) 
Had this been practiced (it appears that the laws regarding the Sabbath and jubilee 
years went largely unheeded prior the exile), this sabbatical system would have 
helped to restore social equality by checking the mass accumulation of wealth by a 
few, providing less fortunate Israelites a way out of permanent servitude and 
offering a second chance to debtors at least once during their lifetimes.  
 
It is significant the Jubilee was proclaimed on the Day of Atonement (v. 9), when all 
people – free or slave, land-owner and tenant, as well as the land itself – were 
purified from sin and uncleanness (16:23-30).  The Day of Atonement reminded the 
Israelites of their own forgiveness and deliverance from the curse of sin, and the 
release of slaves was to be their response to the grace of God.  Sabbath day, 
Sabbath year and Jubilee reaffirmed to the Israelites that their Creator and 
Redeemer owned the title to their land, as well as their lives (25:23, 25)” 
 
Debts forgiven and slaves set free...hmmm what does THAT remind you of?  How 
about Jesus' work on the cross?  You might want to write this on your "Jesus 
Sightings" page.  You see, the Jubilee was not only economic genius, not just a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to start over, it was a picture of the good news.  
People get a shot at starting over, where your debts against God are forgiven, and 
you are set free from sin, addiction, and the bondage of death.   
 
This is Mark Ashton, reminding you that Jesus IS our Jubilee. 


