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This is Lori Eccleston, Executive Assistant at Christ Community Church.  Welcome to 
the March 23 installment of Project 4:4.  Today we came face to face with yet another 
tragic story showing again the faithfulness of God to His rebellious people and the 
inconsistent obedience of another deliverer with clay feet.  Samson was the 12th 
judge or deliverer of Israel.  His life is marked from the beginning as one of special 
significance. 
 
Five times that I am aware of in Scripture, the birth of a child is announced in advance 
by an angel.  The first such "special" birth announcement is that of the angel to Hagar 
in Genesis chapter 16.  The second comes to Abraham and Sarah.   Samson is the third 
miracle child of the Bible.  The fourth and fifth are announced by the angel Gabriel in 
the New Testament.  They are, of course, John the Baptist and Jesus. 
 
We have spoken before of Nazirite vows that were sometimes taken by individuals.  
Here, however, and in two other cases the vow is prescribed upon them as a child 
from birth.  These children were not to touch wine, they were to let their hair grow 
untouched by a razor, and they were never to touch a dead body, living out their lives 
in a special relationship to the Lord.  It is clear that Samson disregarded at least one 
and probably two of the three conditions.  He is frequently cited as having contact 
with dead men and animals, and his described lifestyle does not fit well with a role of 
abstinence from all strong drink.  Samson's parents made the Nazirite vow on his 
behalf.  
 
I have to tell you that in the story of Samson, I have been left asking, “Why would God 
chose to use such a scoundrel?” Samson is a lustful, vengeful, self-centered man.  
Whatever else is or is not true, this much is clear, the number one goal of Samson's life 
was not to give glory to the God of Israel.   
 
There is a further lesson in the providence of God in all of this!  When we place God's 
glory on the top line of our personal priority list, God will be pleased to use us to 
accomplish His ends and we will be the beneficiaries of His blessing as well.  When, 
like Samson, we place our own pleasure and glory at the top, we will inevitably be 
disappointed with the final result, but God will still accomplish His purpose through 
us -- in spite of us. 
 
The encounter that Samson's parents had with the angel of the Lord is worth our 
careful attention today!  Manoah presses the angel for a name.  "Tell us your name," he 
says, "so that we can honor you when your word comes true!"  The angel's answer is 
fascinating: the NIV reads, "Why do you ask my name?  It is beyond understanding."  
The Old King James Version however says, "It is wonderful."  A different term of that 
same word is used in another Old Testament prophecy, Isaiah 9:6, where, speaking of 
the Messiah, we are told that a Child will be born and His name shall be called 
wonderful Counselor.  We are not able to penetrate the mind of this ancient servant of 



God to know what that name meant to Him, but moments later when the burnt 
offering was being made to God, the angel ascended into heaven on the flame and at 
that point Manoah knew who he had been talking with.  "We are doomed to die," he 
said, "because we have seen God." 
 
All through the book of Judges we have seen how predominant the feature of 
"revenge" was in the life and times of the judges of Israel.  The Philistines want 
revenge on Samson and he on them in an increasing cycle of violence. 
 
One more thought relates to the incredible patience of God.  Over and over again He 
responds when the people of Israel and the judges of Israel, despite their faithlessness, 
cry out to Him.  God hasn't changed. 
 
It is hard to understand how a man like Samson could fall victim to the Philistines in 
the way that he did.  The first obvious answer to that question is sin and the second is 
pride and, of course, they belong together. 
 
You cannot sin with impunity and expect that God will simply close His eyes and 
ignore it.  For years Samson thought that he was getting away with sin.  He ignored 
two-thirds of the Nazirite vow by touching the dead lion and by drinking strong drink.  
He ignored the commandments of God relating to sexual purity and regarding the 
mixing of Canaanite and Hebrew culture.  Next to sating his fleshly appetites, the most 
powerful motivating factor in his life was vengeance.  He burned, looted and 
slaughtered his enemies, and over that period of time, because the Spirit of God had 
empowered him, he came to the mistaken conclusion that sin doesn't matter.  
Samson had come to believe that you could live any way you like and still experience 
the blessing and power of God.  It was true that God had not withdrawn His power 
from Samson, but not for the reasons Samson thought.  God was using Samson with 
or without holiness to achieve His purpose of judging Philistia.  If there had been a 
concern for holiness in Samson's life, he would have lived a long and blessed life, but 
there was not, so Samson's story has a very different ending. 
 
We need to observe that Samson's error is a common one.  There are thousands of 
Christians who believe that their relationship with God is so secure that they can go 
out and do absolutely anything they want to do -- it won't matter -- God doesn't care.  
The Bible is very clear and the truth is very simple: sin breaks fellowship with God and 
if you persistently sin, you cannot hope to enjoy the favor of God.  The power of God 
was on Samson right up to the moment the razor began to shave the hair from his 
head.  But the pleasure and blessing of God was gone long before that night on 
Delilah's couch. 
 
Samson's second problem was clearly pride.  All through these chapters he has been 
toying with the Philistines -- laughing at them, baiting them.  He is arrogant and 
prideful and at some time, though he intellectually knows that the power comes 
completely from God, Samson begins to believe that it belongs to him.  But the power 
did not belong to Samson.  Did you notice that tragic verse?  "He awoke from his sleep 



and thought, ‘I'll go out and shake myself free as before.’  But he did not know that the 
Lord had left him." 
 
How could he not know?  The answer is that pride and sin together had robbed him of 
the ability to even know what was going on.  His spiritual sensitivity got duller and 
duller and finally he was unable to sense the presence or absence of God at all!!  Even 
at the end, Samson still does not really understand.  When he asks God for a 
restoration of his strength, he shows that he knows that it is God's power not his own, 
but the motive of his prayer is still vengeance. 
 
You know, the times in which we live are much like the times of the judges.  Our 
challenge is to avoid the mistakes they made so that we will not have to share their 
fate. 
 
Well that wraps up our time together today, blessings to you! 


