
June 4 
1 Kings 17-19 

 
Hi, there.  My name is Dave Irwin and I am the Director of Adult Ministries at CCC.  I have 
been on staff at CCC for 8 years and I hope they keep me around for a lot more! 
 
Today is June 4 and our reading covers 1 Kings 17-19.  These chapters introduce a very 
well known prophet and one of my personal favorite Bible people – Elijah.  Did you notice 
that Elijah seems to burst onto the scene?  I wonder if his life before this point was as 
action packed or if he was more like a librarian or an accountant?  Whatever the case, Elijah 
and the people of Israel experience amazing acts of God in these days. 
 
We should note a foundational element of Elijah’s life.  He listened to God.  This is a big 
part of why he did the things he did for God.  As you read these chapters, notice how often 
it says that “the word of the Lord came to Elijah.”  I counted at least 5.  Not to mention all 
the times that Elijah did or said very specific things that were clearly instructions from God 
(ex. no rain for several years, calling for fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice, etc.) 
because he had no way of making them happen on his own.  Elijah is showing us that the 
prerequisite for doing anything for God and His Kingdom is the ability to hear the King’s 
voice. 
 
But hearing God’s voice is not enough.  Elijah showed audacious faith in attempting the 
things he heard from God.  It was audacious to proclaim that there would be no rain for 
years,  
but that is the word Elijah heard from God so he stepped out in faith and made the 
proclamation.  It was audacious to tell the woman that her flour and oil would never run 
out, but that was the word Elijah heard from God so he spoke it.  It was audacious for Elijah 
to ask God to raise the dead boy to life again, but he knew the power of his God so he 
asked for it.  It was audacious for Elijah to assault Baal, the storm god, with a test of power, 
but Elijah knew that YAHWEH was the only true God and that He alone had the power to 
respond.  Elijah was feeling especially full of faith in this encounter with the priests of Baal.  
He was so sure of God’s plan that he gave away every advantage.  He was one prophet of 
God against hundreds of Baal’s priests.  He tailored the test to Baal’s supposed strength as 
the storm god.  He put the contest on Baal’s home turf since Mt. Carmel was central to Baal 
worship.  He even allowed Baal’s prophets to go first.  He gave them the best 
circumstances (a dry sacrifice) while severely handicapping his own circumstances by 
saturating the sacrifice with water.  In contrast to the priests of Baal who wailed and 
screamed and cut themselves to show their worthiness to be heard by Baal, Elijah offered 
one simple, calm prayer to YAHWEH.  It wasn’t even a very long prayer!  Elijah’s audacious 
faith showed the people who was worthy of their worship.  He began the showdown with 
an ultimatum – “If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”  The people 
of Israel end the showdown with shouts of “The LORD, He is God!” 
 
Elijah hears God and responds in faith-filled action.  He also shows absolute commitment 
to following God.  King Ahab and his wife Jezebel were on an active campaign to eradicate 
the worship of YAHWEH and replace it with the worship of Baal and Asherah.  Sadly, most 
of the nation was going right along with the campaign.  In contrast, Elijah is so committed 



to following YAHWEH, that he commanded the entire priesthood of the false gods be put 
to death.  Not one was left alive to lead the people away from their True God.  For Elijah, 
there was no room for middle ground and he was not going to stop short of complete 
return to the worship of the True God in Israel.   
The second half of this section of the Bible reminds us that despite Elijah’s amazing faith 
and commitment to God, he is still just a man with human frailties.  After being threatened 
by Jezebel, Elijah runs off and hides in the desert.  Instead of standing tall and daring her to 
act against God, he tucks tail and runs.  What I find so encouraging about this part of 
Elijah’s story is God’s response to him.  Elijah is at a very low point both emotionally and 
spiritually and God meets him with compassion and mercy.  God didn’t show up with a 
scowl on his face asking, “How could you have so little faith?  I’m so disappointed in you.”  
Instead, He sends an angel to provide food and drink for Elijah, he is allowed to rest more, 
and is then given more food and drink before being sent to Mt. Horeb (also called Mt. 
Sinai).  At the mountain, God listens to Elijah’s fears and He responds with a plan to help 
him.   
 
Isn’t God awesome?!?  When we have faith and commitment, He will do great things 
through us.  And when we are weak and fearful, He responds with mercy and compassion.  
There truly is none like YWHY. 
 
Whether you are full of faith and commitment today or feeling weak and fearful, may the 
God of Elijah meet you where you are at and work in you accordingly.   
 
Thanks for joining me today. 
     


