
May 8 
Psalms 111, 130, 131, 141, 146 
 
Hey everybody.  This is Ryan coming to you again to bring your May 8 Project 4:4 Daily 

Accelerator.  Today we read Psalms 111, 130, 131, 141, and 146.  Although there is a lot of Scripture 
in these chapters, we are going to look at one verse only.  And that is Psalm 111:10. 
 
The fear of the LORD is beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts have good 
understanding.  To Him belongs eternal praise. 
 
When I was in 3rd grade, my teacher was named Mrs. Wiggins.  She was a very nice and warm 
teacher that the whole class liked…and she really liked me.  (Until 8th grade or so, I was kind of the 
teacher’s pet.  I wanted to please my teachers.)  Well, I had only seen the nice, warm side of Mrs. 
Wiggins until one day when a classmate was being disrespectful, she sternly sent him to the 
Principal’s office.  I remember her eyes being scary because she was upset at my classmate’s 
behavior.  Looking back on that, it was interesting how Mrs. Wiggins was one of those teachers that 
whole class really liked, but after that moment, for me, there was a fear of her power to discipline if 
things got out of hand.  She had the power to tell my parents I was acting, or give me a detention, 
or send me to the Principal’s office – these punishments were a huge deal to me at the time and her 
power was worthy of a little healthy fear.  Although she had the ability to discipline in this way, 
because I knew her I trusted her.  I trusted that she loved me and wanted the best for me…and that 
proved to be true for Mrs. Wiggins. 
 
When I was a kid, I never really understood the idea of “fearing God”.  I would think, “certainly this 
doesn’t mean that I’m to be afraid of God like I would be afraid of a murderer or a monster.  I would 
also hear teachers say it meant that we are supposed to revere God – like be in awe of Him.  To me, 
that didn’t make sense either.  That doesn’t seem like fear to me.   
 
As I grew in my knowledge of God and Scripture, I began to understand that when the Bible says I 
should fear God, it may just mean that I should fear God.  However, when understanding a passage 
of Scripture, it’s important to understand that all Scripture is complimentary to itself.  In other 
words, we know God by understanding ALL of who He is.  Because He is powerful, He controls 
everything, He is the ultimate Judge, and He hates when we sin, we have legitimate reason to fear 
Him.  That amount of power is to be feared.  BUT, all over the Bible we see that God knows us and 
loves us.  In fact, in the verse just previous to this one, we see how He used His power to redeem His 
people.  We see His faithfulness and provision.  So, while we are to fear God in the real sense of the 
word, we also trust that He loves us and that is on our side.  Just like Mrs. Wiggins loved her 
students and often used her power to give us an extra recess or generous grade curve.   
 
This kind of fear for authority is a healthy part of life.  No one on this earth lives a life free from 
authority.  God designed us to live within authority.  Many of us have had authority figures that 
abuse us.  They have the power to discipline us or control us and they use it for their gain and for 
our destruction.  Because we serve a kind, generous, and gracious God He uses His power in those 
ways.  This idea of God, for me, further beautifies the Gospel.  Because He has all the power in the 
world, it is even more amazing that He sent His Son to submit to a corrupt government and 
depraved people to be put to death, bearing the weight of their sins and ours. 
 
Friends, if you fear God in this way, then you understand that God is more powerful than we are.  
You see things as they truly are, and that is beginning of wisdom. 


