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Unlike other prophetical books, Micah’s call is not recorded.  In fact, he is not directly 
called a prophet either.  However, as we read today in Micah 3:8 there is specific 
mention of his assurance in being a true voice to declare Jacob and Israel their sin. 
Micah says, “But as for me (here distinguishing himself from the false prophets he just 
mentioned in verses 5-7) I am filled with power with the Spirit of the Lord, and with 
justice and might…”  Micah knew what set him apart from the false prophets - it was 
God’s Spirit.  I think the same can be true today.  What sets true followers of Jesus 
apart from false believers?  Evidence of people walking in the power of the Spirit.  
People who practice justice and demonstrate strength in the Lord.  How about you?  
Do you see your life as one that is empowered by God’s Spirit alive in you? 
 
Another thing that I want you notice today as we read Micah's little book is that there 
is an alternation going on between words of judgment and words of promise.  In fact 
Micah sounds a great deal like Isaiah the prophet with whom he lived and worked and 
with whom he personally spent a great deal of time.  Micah is a lot shorter but he 
sounds just like Isaiah.  Did you remember as you read the first few verses of Micah 4 
that you had read those very same words before?  If your Bible is still before you, look 
at Micah 4 while I read from Isaiah chapter 2.  "In the last days the mountain of the 
Lord's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above 
the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say, Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach 
us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.  The law will go out from Zion, the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes 
for many peoples.  They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for 
war anymore."  Did you notice any similarities?? 
 
That should establish that Isaiah and Micah knew of one another and probably had a 
very close working relationship.  It is possible that Micah borrowed these words from 
Isaiah who we are told got them from the Lord.  It is also possible at least that Isaiah 
and Micah were together when this revelation came and each went to his desk and 
wrote them down.  In any case if Micah sounds familiar it is because he and Isaiah 
drank very deeply from the exact same fountains!! 
 
Specifically, in the chapters we read this morning, Micah prophesied the fall of 
Samaria, the fall of Judah, and the fall of Jerusalem and though it is the Assyrian army 
that is wrecking havoc at the time of his writing, in chapter 4 he says quite plainly to 
Judah, "You will go to Babylon, there you will be rescued."  Micah and Isaiah saw what 
no one else could see, because they heard from God. 
 
In the glowing section full of hope found in chapter 4 we find Micah looking (as was 
Isaiah in the parallel passage) out toward the millennium, the time when the 
righteous rule of Christ will establish world-wide peace and security and the teaching 



of God's Word will cover the whole of the earth.  That's the long-term hope.  But the 
short-term future for Judah is the pains of childbirth in Babylon. 
 
Chapter 5 begins on a prophetic note and I'm sure that you took note of at least one 
part of the prophecy –in verse 2 -  the part about the birthplace of Christ.  I wonder, 
however, if you saw the prophecy in verse 1 Micah calls out, "Marshall your troops, O 
city of troops, for a siege is laid against us.  They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek 
with a rod."  Until this week, I'm pretty sure most of us would not have understood the 
significance of these words.  But now you know the story of the last days of Judah it 
makes more sense.  What Micah is prophesying here is the fate of King Zedekiah.  
Remember what happened?  He was a puppet king installed by the Babylonians to 
rule after Judah (and send plenty of tribute money back to King Nebuchadnezzar).  
For a while he did that but, emboldened by the resistance of Egypt toward Babylon 
and probably also by the fact that the Egyptians had even successfully beaten back a 
Babylonian invasion, Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar 
then marched his army back to Jerusalem and laid siege.  After about 18 months 
when the ability of the city to resist and the siege was completely spent, the food was 
gone and the wall was broken through, Zedekiah tried to make a run for it with some 
of his soldiers.  They were caught and after being forced to watch the execution of his 
children, Zedekiah's eyes were put out and he was taken blind and in chains back to 
Babylon.  It wouldn't happen for many generations, but Micah "saw" it and predicted it 
in chapter 5. 
 
The really exciting prophecy however, is the one that comes next and that is in verse 
2.  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come from me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from 
of old, from ancient times.  Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she 
who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  He 
will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 
name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach 
to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their peace." 
 
The mention of Bethlehem here, as the place from which this great shepherd of Israel 
will come is startling to say the least.  And there can be no doubt that the Jewish 
scholars in the centuries before Christ was born fully understood this to be a Messianic 
prophecy.  We know that because when the wisemen arrived in Jerusalem trying to 
find the New King of the Jews, Herod's advisers were quick to tell him that according 
to the ancient prophecy the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judea.  It was the 
providence of God that moved a Roman Caesar to call for an empire-wide census 
which forced Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem just in time for the birth 
of Jesus, but Micah had already made the connection -- centuries ahead of time.  Isn’t 
that so cool?  The Bible is the written revelation of an omniscient, omnipotent God. It 
is impossible to explain such things as this passage in Micah.  Someone once said that 
the doctrine of biblical inspiration is self-authenticating.  You don't need to prove it, it 
proves itself.  Fulfilled prophecy is one of the reasons that this is so. 
 
 


