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 Zechariah 1-6 
 
Today we read the first six chapters of the book of Zechariah.  Zechariah was a 
contemporary of the prophet Haggai.  His first vision occurs just a few months after 
Haggai preached his first sermon.  Zechariah, Haggai and Zerubbabel were the key 
men behind the rebuilding of the temple. 
 
This Book we will once again encounter some of the most difficult passages to 
understand, but let us jump into what we read today and see what we can find. 
 
The Book opens with a call to repentance -- and with the assurance that if in fact, the 
people of God have truly repented, they will enjoy his blessing once again.  The key 
verse of the Book may well be verse 3 of chapter 1: "This is what the Lord Almighty 
says: 'Return to me,' declares the Lord Almighty, 'and I will return to you,' says the Lord 
almighty."   
 
That invitation says it all.  God, who is constantly referred to both here and in the 
companion Book of Haggai as "the Lord Almighty" is constant in His plan, purpose 
and response toward the people upon whom He has set His love.  When they obey 
Him, His response is certain -- He will bless them.  When they rebel against His holy 
laws, He will punish them.   
 
God never changes.  People change -- now obeying, now rebelling and moving 
themselves into and out of the orb of His blessing, but whenever His people decide to 
return to Him, they will always find, as did the Prodigal Son, a loving Father waiting 
and willing to embrace them with open arms.   
 
We all need to hear what Zechariah was saying to the exiles who returned.  "Return to 
me and I will return to you."  If you do not remember anything else about the Book of 
Zechariah, remember this: return to Me and I will return to you. 
 
It’s no accident that the name for God which is used throughout this prophetic book is 
"the Lord Almighty."  The reason for that is surely not difficult to understand.  Other 
translations render this name "The Lord of Hosts."  The "hosts" referred to in the name 
the Lord of Hosts are almost certainly the heavenly hosts -- the angels of glory.  
 
The name these prophets prefer for God is the one that emphasizes, at a time when 
the Israelites were weak and at the mercy of the stronger nations around them, that 
their God is the Lord of all the powers of heaven and earth. 
 
What follows this initial call to repentance is a series of eight visions that came to 
Zechariah in the night.  There are striking parallels in these chapters between 
Zechariah and the Book of Revelation: The four horses show up in Revelation, the 
measuring of the city is there too, the lampstand of Zechariah becomes a symbol of 
the church in Revelation and two olive trees and two lampstands stand before the 
Lord of the whole earth in Revelation There are horns in Revelation and the seven 



eyes represent the seven spirits of God in John's vision.  Just as we saw in Ezekiel, we 
can find some 'keys' here that will help us toward understanding that final apocalypse. 
 
The first three visions deal with that fear and God's leaders are encouraged for the 
task.  Next question -- are we up to the task?  Are we worthy? Can we get the people 
to follow us?   
 
Visions 4 and 5 -- Joshua before the Lord and the lampstand and the oil -- the answers 
-- you aren't worthy but I have declared you righteous and yes, you can do the job but 
not by might or power -- but by My Spirit.   
 
Next question?  Once the temple is rebuilt -- once the worship is reestablished, how 
can we solve the problem that our righteous predecessors never could solve?  How 
can we deal the corruption that is rooted so deeply in the hearts of the people.  How 
can we keep wickedness from inundating our land and bringing the age old cycle of 
repentance -- rebellion -- rejection and retribution back yet another time?   
 
Samuel wasn't equal to that task.  Elijah couldn't pull it off, so how could the likes of 
Zerubbabel and Joshua succeed?  The answer to that cry is God will do it for them, 
and that is precisely the same answer that Ezekiel, Haggai, Jeremiah and the other 
prophets had given.  I'll give them hearts of flesh instead of stone.  Zechariah's images 
are very different but the answer is the same.  God will do the work.  Once again it's 
not by might nor by power but by My Spirit! 
 
Visions 6 & 7 are God's way of assuring Zechariah that He will deal with the problem of 
evil and wickedness in the land.  Put yourself in the place of the godly leaders 
Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai and Zechariah.  You have been brought back to the city 
of Jerusalem and charged with rebuilding the temple and reestablishing the worship 
of Jehovah in the land.   
 
What would you be worried about?  Security -- you bet!  What good will it do to build 
a temple if there is no wall around the city and will the enemies stay away long 
enough for us to complete the task?   
 
In the last vision the horses are back -- four of them this time: Red, black, white and 
dappled.  I’ll admit that there is a great deal about this last vision that I do not 
understand.  For example, I cannot understand why this time the red horses are not 
dispatched and why the east gets no messenger.  Nor do I understand why only the 
horses going north draw any comment or attention from the angel nor is it very clear 
exactly how the northern horses bring peace or rest to the land.  Is it by wooing or by 
judging or by inviting?  We do not know.  What is clear, however, is that the earth 
belongs to the Lord and He is sovereignly in control. 
 
 
 


