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Today we read Luke 4:14 - 5:39 and the supporting passages in Mathew and Mark.  It is 
important for me to stress again right now that what we are seeking for you is a broad 
overview of what the Bible contains and is teaching.  Each paragraph here, and most of the 
paragraphs we have read together in the last six weeks, is worthy by themselves of a great 
deal more attention than we can give them now. It is a bit like a guided tour through the 
museum.  There is a lot more to look at than the tour guide, will have time to show you, but 
we'll manage at least to point out some of the highlights along the way. 
 
While Luke has promised Theophilus a carefully researched and meticulously accurate 
account of the life and times of Jesus the Messiah, he has not promised a strictly 
chronological account, and that is apparent here in his recording of the events which 
transpired at the synagogue in Nazareth.  (Just for the record, Mark's account appears to be 
the most nearly chronological of all the Gospels.)  Before appearing at the synagogue in 
Nazareth, Jesus had already gathered His disciples and done some preaching and miracle 
working in other places.  His reference to things already occurring at Capernaum proves this, 
and Mark actually places this incident sometime later in Christ's ministry.   Luke records it first 
for reasons of his own and gives us a fuller account.  Those reasons are almost certainly 
theological.  Remember that we have already noted Luke's interest in the universality of the 
gospel -- in the fact that though Christ came first to the Jews, He came also to save Gentiles -- 
men and women from every race and social strata.  The response Christ got in Nazareth, and 
His statements about God's blessings flowing to Gentiles in the days of Elijah and Elisha, place 
a stamp upon Christ's ministry that Luke wants us to see right up front.  Jesus is not just the 
Savior of Jews, but of everyone.  If His own people will not respond, then He will offer God's 
grace to others who will.  There is here also -- right at the head of Luke's account of His public 
ministry -- the beginning of the fulfillment of Simeon's ominous words about the baby.  Some 
will love Him and follow; some will hate Him and want to destroy Him; but about Jesus of 
Nazareth there is not much ambivalence.  He is a cornerstone or He is a stumbling block and 
20 centuries haven’t changed that at all. 
 
One more quick observation before we try to summarize the rest of what you read.  The 
attitude of the people of Nazareth seems to be pretty much this: ‘if you do enough miracles 
then maybe we will believe’; but Jesus' constant challenge to people in all four of the Gospels 
is: If you will just believe, then I will move to provide you with the miracles you need.  They 
said, ‘Show us, then we'll believe’.  He said, ‘Believe and then I'll show you’!  That hasn't 
changed either. 
 
Now let me attempt to summarize the rest of what you read by suggesting a one-word 
theme that may serve as a thread to tie together the next seven incidents or paragraphs and 
highlight a progression that, I believe, shows their logical, if not chronological, connection.  
The word I would suggest is authority, and the idea that Jesus was attempting to place in the 
minds of those who observed the first portion of His public ministry, was that He and He 



alone had authority -- divine authority.  Look how that idea plays out in the seven incidents 
that follow His rather unceremonious departure from Nazareth. 
 
1) Beginning with chapter 4, verse 31: In Capernaum, while teaching in the synagogue, He is 
interrupted by a man possessed with a demon.  We'll speak later about the phenomena of 
demon possession, but for right now, look at the result.  Jesus demonstrates authority over 
the demon by casting it out.  The effect of the incident upon the people of Capernaum? They 
are amazed, first because His teaching has authority and power, and then even more because 
He has and exercises authority and power over demons. 
 
2) Luke 4:38ff:  That same day He goes to the house of Simon Peter and heals Simon's 
mother-in-law of a high fever.  The healing is amazing because it is instantaneous and total -- 
a woman sick with a high fever is so completely restored that immediately she is able and 
ready to wait on and serve guests.  Word spreads, and as soon as the sun has set, a deluge of 
humanity begins to flow toward Christ.  He heals all of them, including some with physical 
problems and others with demonic problems.  The people, by the way, could not bring the 
sick to Him until after sundown because it was the Sabbath, and to carry the sick on the 
Sabbath would have constituted work -- something Jews would not do on the Sabbath.  
Authority over sickness. 
 
3) 5:1: Jesus comes to Simon Peter -- He borrows his boat to speak more easily to a crowd of 
people gathered at the beach.  Then He "persuades" Simon, who is pretty reluctant, to do a 
bit more fishing and "persuades" the fish to jump into Simon's nets.  Then He "persuades" 
Simon, James, and John to leave their business -- make an instantaneous career change -- to 
become "fishers of men."  That's persuasion!  Authority over both nature and over men. 
 
4) 5:12ff: Christ heals the leper.  Now this is authority over sickness again, but leprosy is a very 
special kind of sickness.  For one thing true leprosy -- there were some related diseases of the 
skin of which this would not be true -- was incurable.  Once you got it, that was it -- slow 
degeneration, limbs eaten up by the disease and literally falling off one at a time, and finally 
death!  Second and more important to Luke's intentions here, throughout the Old Testament, 
leprosy was understood to be a symbol of sin.  I think the reasons that leprosy symbolized sin 
were because, like sin, it was incurable, horrible, and progressively degenerative and 
eventually resulted in death.  Interestingly enough, God sometimes sent leprosy as a 
punishment against those who dishonored Him.  Miriam (Moses’ sister,), Gehazi (Elisha's 
servant), and King Uzziah are all Old Testament examples of this.  So Jesus cures the leper and 
sends him back.  Authority over leprosy - and with that "bridge" in place, we come to incident 
#5. 
 
5) 5:17-26: and the theme of this vignette: Jesus has authority over sin and the authority to 
forgive sin!  If you say you have authority over nature, you can prove it by moving all the fish 
in a lake into the nets of a frustrated fisherman, or even better, by stopping a storm instantly 
by one single spoken word.  If you claim authority over sickness you can prove you really 
have it by curing sick people -- lots of them -- instantly.  But if you say you have authority to 
forgive sin, an authority, which, by the way, can by definition only belong to God Himself, 
how can you prove that?   By saying to a paralyzed man your sins are forgiven, get up and 
walk! 



 
Some of the "thunder" of this action is lost on us because we do not share the erroneous 
theology of the Pharisees.  They believed quite wrongly that all sickness was the direct result 
of sin and that the only way to get better was to repent and have your sins forgiven.  So Jesus 
plays on this erroneous belief and He paints the Pharisees into an awful corner.  They said He 
did not have the authority to forgive sins -- that belonged to God alone -- but they also 
believed that no one could be healed unless God forgave their sins.  When that man got up 
and walked away, oh, what a dilemma the Pharisees had!  Jesus claimed to forgive sins.  
Authority over sin! 
 
6)Chapter 5:27-31:  Here Jesus claims authority over sinners -- and sinners of the absolute 
worst kind -- tax collectors -- the thieves and traitors that everyone loved to hate.  Tax 
collectors were Roman collaborators; they were dishonest; they were the absolute scum of 
the earth.  And Jesus demonstrates that His authority extends even here.  He does it in a way 
that was particularly offensive to the religious folks.  It would have been okay, I suppose, if He 
had called down a lightning bolt from heaven to consume old Levi -- but Jesus exercises His 
authority in an astonishing way, by inviting Levi to become one of His disciples, and Levi 
accepts!  Jesus' commentary on that incident is priceless.  "I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 
7):  Authority over traditions!  Jesus' disciples prayed and fasted regularly.  Although the Old 
Testament mandated fasting only on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, and provided for 
private fasting in times of special need or mourning, the Pharisees had developed a system 
that demanded that all truly religious people fast two times a week, with as much outward 
display as possible, so everyone would know how righteous you were.  Jesus clearly claimed 
authority over religious practices and traditions. 
 
The authority of Jesus -- that's the theme that draws everything you read today together. 
 
As usual, there are a dozen more things we could talk about, but quickly, just two thoughts.   
 
First, it is as clear as it could be that Jesus was following a very definite agenda.  After that 
wonderful day in Capernaum, which Mark also records in a somewhat briefer fashion, the 
people there want to install Him as a kind of resident miracle worker and guru.  But Jesus has 
other plans – “I'm not here primarily to work miracles, He explains, “but to preach the good 
news of the kingdom.” Over and over again, after a notable miracle Jesus commands people 
to silence -- a command that usually gets disobeyed.  But He does it in part at least because 
He has a clear sense of what He needs to be doing, and He is not going to let others set His 
agenda for Him, even if what they want are all good things in themselves.  Jesus didn't heal 
nearly as many people as He could have because He has something even more important to 
do -- the preaching of the gospel! Friends, when you know what God wants you to do, as 
Jesus did, partly at least because as our reading today showed, He spent so much time in 
prayer - when you know what God's agenda is, you'll know what you have to say "no" to.  If 
you are never able to say ‘no’ to anything someone asks you to do -- then you probably don't 
have a clear picture yet of what it is that God does want you to do. 
 



As we close, note Peter's response when he finally begins to understand who Jesus is.  The 
reality of the holiness of God is so awesome, that when we see Him for who He really is, we 
are immediately confronted by our own sinfulness, and we can hardly stand the encounter.  
We have to close now.  I'll leave you to think about that for the day. 
 


