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Acts 8 & 9 

 
 
Acts 9 is one of the great chapters of the Bible because it introduces us to the single 
most dominant personality in the early church - a man God used in the most 
extraordinary of ways - Saul of Tarsus - who became the Apostle Paul. 
 
Paul was not on the Damascus Road expecting to meet Christ.  Nor was he pondering 
the rightness of his plan to persecute the Christians.  He was utterly convinced that he 
was right, and the only thoughts of Jesus Christ he ever had were not nice ones.  
Nevertheless, right in the middle of a business trip to capture renegade Christians and 
extradite them to Jerusalem, Jesus Christ interferes.  He interrupts Paul's journey and 
changes his life forever.  Paul says His "grace" arrested me!  God chose Paul, and Christ 
set His love upon this angry, hostile man, and He melted Paul's hatred in a moment. 
 
Do you wonder what Saul's companions thought was happening there on the 
Damascus Road?  Certainly they saw the light.  They may have heard the sounds, but 
one of Paul's later recitations of the events of this day seems to indicate that only he 
could understand what the voice was saying.  But that day Jesus talked to Saul, and 
Saul's life was forever changed.  The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is one of the most 
impressive about-faces in the history of the world. 
 
After returning to Damascus from Arabia, he had a preaching ministry there.  He does 
not appear to have won many converts, but he did make a lot of enemies, so many 
that the Christians in Damascus smuggled him out of the city.  They didn't want him 
there anymore.  He went to Jerusalem for a brief time then.  Due only to the 
graciousness of Barnabas - "the son of Encouragement" - Paul was apprehensively 
received into the company of the Christians there.  He met Peter and James the 
brother of Christ, and then repeated his preaching exploits, with the same results:  few 
if any converts and so much hostility that the Christians there politely but firmly 
bundled him off to Tarsus where he stayed in obscurity for several more years.   
 
Here is the point I want to make: God had a great work for Paul to do, but first Paul 
had to be prepared.  Too many times we take new converts (especially if they are well-
educated and well-known) and push them into leadership positions.  I can guarantee 
you that if an NBA player making six million dollars per year comes to Christ next 
week, that within the month he will be on seven Christian television shows and have 
1000 speaking invitations!  Paul was one of the best-educated men of his time.  He 
had, because of his reputation, "superstar" status, but before God would use him he 
had to be prepared!!  Now please do not misunderstand me.  I am not saying that 
when you became a Christian you should not immediately witness to the grace of 
God in your life.  I am, however, very sure that it is the height of folly to push a new 
Christian into any ‘limelight’ ministry.  Paul himself warns against that in his epistles.  
New Christians must not be elevated to leadership status too quickly.  There needs to 
be a time of preparation. 
 



The roles of Ananias and Barnabas in getting Saul started in the Christian community 
are terribly important.  Without them, I wonder what would have happened to this 
incredible man.  Ananias' obedience to God, and his willingness to forgive and accept 
Paul, are incredible testimonies to his servant spirit.  Barnabas' spirit of acceptance and 
love is a model.  Think about this:  Barnabas had the opportunity to disciple the 
Apostle Paul!  Maybe there is no way that we will ever influence thousands, hundreds 
or even dozens for Christ.  But if we will be faithful to accept and disciple the one God 
brings us, who knows - we might have the privilege to disciple someone who will win 
thousands to Christ.  Wouldn't you like to be a Barnabas? 
 
 


