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December 13 

 Acts 27-28 

Hi my name is Steve Walters – I love the book of Acts!  I had the privilege to teach 
Acts at a Russian Bible College in Kursk.  Acts is full of God’s working, the Gospel 
proclaimed and an historical account of the first thirty years of the NT church.  What 
an exciting period of time!  Question:  what word(s) come to mind after reading 
Acts?  Power, grace, salvation, boldness, Holy Spirit to name a few, interestingly, the 
word “love” was not used in the book – I know!  I looked it up in my concordance 
and a website – nope, love is not used.  This was a book of application and action. 

Acts – continuation of the work Christ began.  For us that means that we too are to 
continue what Christ began in your life.  Acts is about the expansion of Christianity 
and the mighty acts of God.  27 & 28 are the real life experiences and example of 
living out Acts 1.8.  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth.”   

We all would agree that one shipwreck in a lifetime would be enough for most 
people. In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul says he was shipwrecked three times – now it is 
four because he wrote that before this voyage to Rome! Today, I have several 
observations and thoughts and questions for you the think about. 

Aristarchus, and perhaps Luke as well, in all probability, gave up their freedom for 
the privilege of serving the Apostle Paul.  Question:  What would you give up for 
the privilege of serving a servant of God? 

Don’t lose sight of the significance that Paul was allowed to go ashore and visit with 
his friends in that city.  I thought as I read, each of us have a Julius in our lives, you 
know people of influence and authority who we can interact with and impact them.  
We see that Paul the prisoner, was invited to be a part in the process of making the 
decisions as to whether they should continue the voyage past Cyprus or winter in 
the place called Fair Havens.  His voice in the proceedings was in all probability due 
to the fact that he was clearly the most experienced traveler on the ship.   

The time of the year was dangerous for traveling in the Mediterranean Sea.  
Common wisdom held that traveling after September was risky, and by November 
it was impossible.  The ‘feast’ Luke refers to in the account was Yom Kippur, the Day 
of Atonement, which fell in the first part of October.  This trip usually would take 4-6 
days, but this trip eventually took 3-4 months.  This was not a small boat.  Indeed it 
could have been, as a grain ship, as long as 140 feet and as wide as 36 feet.  But 
without navigational equipment, and in the face of a raging Mediterranean storm, 
this was a serious ship wreck.  However, I want to focus on Malta and Paul’s time 
there on the island.  I realized in reading chapters 27 & 28 that Malta could be 
considered Paul’s ministry high point.  He was a blessing to the community, he was 
warmly accepted, healed and performed miracles, there was no persecution, and 
he was in his ministry ‘sweet spot’ and impacting the island for Jesus!   
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A question I have for us:  Do you feel shipwrecked and life is falling apart?  Maybe 
God has something in store for you!? The presence of an obedient servant of God in 
the midst of an unbelieving people is often a great blessing to the unbelievers.  The 
presence of a redeemed person in the midst of an unredeemed crowd brings some 
genuine blessing from God into the lives of the others!  His presence on the island 
of Malta brought physical healing and great spiritual blessing into the lives of the 
inhabitants of that place as well - so much so that when winter has passed, and the 
company is ready to resume their travel, the people from that locality shower them 
with honor, gifts and supplies. 

Paul's actions when he first arrives in a new city do not vary at all.  He arrives in 
Rome as a prisoner, but he quickly convenes all the Jews of the city who will come 
to a meeting, in which he explains the Kingdom of God and tries to convince them 
that Jesus is the Messiah, by reasoning with them from the Old Testament.  As 
happened everywhere else, some believed, many others did not, and having 
fulfilled his vow to teach the Jews first, Paul turns then toward the Gentiles to 
proclaim the Good News of Christ.  Paul pointed out that the OT prophecy was 
being fulfilled and that God’s redemption is for the Jew and Gentile.  Interestingly, 
Paul quoted Isaiah 6.9-10, and then you should note that Jesus quoted that same 
passage in Matthew 13.14-16. 

Tradition tells us that Paul died in Rome - executed at the command of Nero - but 
not in 62 A.D (the end of Acts), but rather several years later under Nero’s rule.  So it 
seems that Paul's first Roman captivity ended with a favorable verdict and he was 
released. 

Paul's Prison Epistles, (Philemon, Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians) were written 
during his first captivity. Paul, was sharing his life lessons (of faith, humility, the 
deity of Jesus and forgiveness) and ultimately challenging the churches and 
followers of Christ to live full out for Jesus. 

Paul wrote I Timothy and Titus (Pastoral Epistles) between his imprisonments.  
When Paul was released the first time he went were the Gospel had not yet been 
preached - probably to Spain – returning to Rome about  3-4 years later. 

Clement - the bishop of Rome at about 96 A.D. - wrote that Paul had been "a herald 
in both the east and the west...and having reached the limit of the west, he bore 
testimony before the rulers and so departed from the world...the greatest example 
of endurance" (I Clement 5:1-7).   

By the time Paul returned to Rome from Spain, Nero's persecution had begun and 
he became the primary target.  Paul was ultimately re-arrested in 67AD- wrote II 
Timothy while in prison giving us what we believe to be Paul's last written words in 
II Timothy 4.16-18, hinting of an impending trial. He was beheaded around 68AD, 
leaving this earth victorious to receive the crown for which he had so productively 
labored.   
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Started at the beginning of this Accelerator asking you to describe the book of 
Acts…now, how would you describe Paul?  Bold, leader, committed, risk taker, 
sensitive, cared for others, humble, etc… how would you describe yourself? 

Last question:  what opportunities do you have around you to minister to others 
like Paul did on the ship and the island of Malta and in the city of Rome?  Even 
when life didn’t go according to plan – Paul was willing to be bold, speak up and 
out, and take a stand.  Not in an obstinate way but in a confident and bold way.  
How about you? 

 

 

 


