
Overcoming Opposition 
Nehemiah 4 

1. Think about the most critical person you personally know.  How do you usually respond to their 
critical perspective? 

2. When you read Nehemiah 4:10-12, how does the opposition seem to be effecting the Israelites?  
Are you facing any criticism or opposition to the holy discontent God has given you?  If so, how is 
that criticism and opposition effecting you?  How would you counsel someone to turn their 
attention from the criticism and opposition and to the power of God?  What do we do when the 
opposition comes from within us? 

3. Pastor Mark said that Nehemiah responded to the opposition in three ways: 

Nehemiah prayed 
What do you think of Nehemiah’s harsh prayer?  Have you ever prayed like this (or at 
least wanted to)?  What is the strength of this kind of prayer?  What is the danger?  Is 
prayer your first impulse when you encounter problems or opposition?  If so, how 
have you seen the impact of prayer?   If not, what do you usually turn to first?  Why do 
you think you go there first? 
 
 
 

 
Nehemiah remembered 

As you read chapter 4, how do you see Nehemiah remembering God’s power and 
vision?  How does he call the people to remember too?  Why do you think this is so 
powerful in our lives?  How is faith a critical aspect of remembering as well?  Briefly 
share about a time that remembering God or His vision for your life has carried you 
through a difficult time. 



4. How is your holy discontent developing (if you haven’t discovered one yet, keep asking God to 
grip your heart with something you can’t ignore!)?  Are you facing opposition or criticism? 

 Pray! - Is prayer playing a big enough role as you pursue this holy discontent?  How can 
you increase your prayer level?  How can this group better support you in this way?   

 
 Remember! - What will help you remember God’s power and the vision He has given you 

as you pursue this holy discontent?   
 
 Revise! - Does your plan need to be revised?  What actions (based on prayer) can you take 

to continue the work in the face of opposition? 

 

 

Nehemiah revised 
What revisions to Nehemiah’s original plan do you see in chapter 4?  What role do you 
think Nehemiah’s prayers played in these revisions?  How have you seen the 
importance of both prayer and action evident in real circumstances?  What do we lose 
when we neglect either of these things?  How can we keep from undervaluing prayer 
and overvaluing our actions? 


