
WELCOME TO
KINDERGARTEN

A Guide for Parents



My Year In Kindergarten
Welcome to Kindergarten! The Metropolitan Nashville Public School System has one of the best 
Kindergarten programs in the nation. Our Kindergarten classrooms are full of rich learning opportunities 
that will broaden your child’s horizon and prepare him or her for first grade. We share with you and your 
child the excitement of taking this big step on a lifelong educational journey.

Kindergarten is an exciting time for your child. This booklet will provide you with an overview of the 
Kindergarten program, important information regarding your child’s development and education, and the 
registration process as your child begins his/her scholastic years. Remember, your interest and involvement 
in your child’s education will instill a positive attitude toward learning and promote academic achievement.

Should you have any questions about Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools, please contact your child’s 
school principal or visit our website at www.mnps.org. We look forward to sharing the responsibility in 
helping your child have a successful school year. 

The Kindergarten Program
             Kindergarten is an important part of the Pre-K - 12 educational program. 
             Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools offer full day Kindergarten
             classes for 5-year-olds. Research shows that children are higher    
             achievers when family members take an active role in their education.
             The teacher will encourage you to help with classroom activities and
             projects throughout the year.

             You may expect the teacher to send home a set of District Standards at   
             the beginning of the school year that explain what children should learn 
             in Kindergarten. Please read this information as it will help you 
understand what is being taught and why.

The Kindergarten program is a developmental program. All instructional activities are designed to meet 
the needs of children appropriate to their individual stages of development. The curriculum is designed 
for children to actively construct an understanding of their world through continuous experiences within 
a positive classroom environment. The Kindergarten program integrates the teaching of language arts, 
mathematics, science, health, safety and social studies skills, and concepts through a language-rich 
curriculum. Kindergarten students experience a literature-based curriculum that incorporates a variety of 
multi-sensory approaches to learning in the areas of reading, writing and word study. Experiences in art, 
music and physical education are also provided.

The assessment of children’s needs through daily observations, as well as formal and informal evaluation 
is ongoing and serves as the basis for Kindergarten instruction. This information also helps the classroom 
teacher plan lessons.

Your child’s teacher will send home regular reports about how your child is doing in school. You will 
receive a notice from the school announcing the day during the year that is set aside for parent-teacher 
conferences. Teachers are also happy to schedule meetings with individual parents at other times as needed.

       Should you have any additional questions about the Kindergarten program, please contact 
        Leadership and Learning by calling 259-4636.1



Important Information
Breakfast/Lunches
The Office of Food Services offers healthy, nutritious meals for breakfast and lunch every school day.  
Information on pricing and nutrition is included in the School Parent/Student Handbook distributed at the 
beginning of the school year.

Medication/Special Care Needs
Medication should be taken to school by parents or guardians.  All medication, prescribed and over-the-
counter, should be accompanied by a written physician’s order and parent’s signature.  Contact your child’s 
school for the policy on administering medicine to children.

Parents are asked to contact the school Principal if a child has any special nursing care needs that should 
be provided during school hours. Examples of this include catheterization, blood sugar checking, seizure 
precautions, and the like.  The nurse will facilitate and coordinate arrangements for meeting these needs, 
along with parent and physician collaboration and input.

Notification Process of School Closing or Cancellations
Should schools be closed or cancelled due to an emergency, inclement weather, or any other condition that 
may affect the safety of our children and staff, an official notice will be posted on the district website – 
www.mnps.org – along with notification to local television and radio stations. Depending on the situation, 
the district may also issue an automated call to families.

If you do not have access to our website, you may call (615)259-4636 for the most current information on 
school openings or closings.

Parent/Student Handbooks
A Parent/Student Handbook is distributed to all students during the first week of school.  In this 
handbook, you will find helpful information about breakfast and lunch programs, school counseling 
services, homework, parent/teacher conferences, procedures to follow for school emergencies, closings and 
cancellations, student conduct, and reporting student progress.

Standards-Based Curriculum
An academic standards booklet will be given to each family at the 
beginning of school to provide detailed information about what their child 
should learn in Kindergarten.

Your Child and Television
Television is one of the most powerful influences on children today.  
For this reason, it is important that parents monitor their children’s 
viewing habits.  Be sure to assist your child in selecting programs 
that present appropriate ideas, behaviors and attitudes.  Discuss 
program content with your child.  Set an example by limiting your 
own television viewing.
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Enrolling Your Child In Kindergarten
The office staff in every school is able to assist you with registering your child for Kindergarten and 
answering questions you may have about your child’s school.

Q.   What should I bring to register my child in Kindergarten?
A.   To register your child in Kindergarten, please bring:
 1.   Proof of address – proof that the parent(s) lives in this particular school zone
 2.   Certified Birth Certificate or acceptable proof of age
 3.   Physical examination within 12 months of school starting
 4.   Tennessee Certificate of Immunization- Immunization must be up-to-date
 5.   Social Security Card or number for the child (optional)
 6.   Two emergency contact phone numbers that are current
 7.   Photo ID

Q.   What requirements must I follow to register my child/children for school?
A.   The following Tennessee State guidelines are required for enrolling a student in a Tennessee public
      school:

1. Your child may be enrolled in Kindergarten if he/she is five years old on or before August 15 of 
the current school year.

2. Under Tennessee state law, a child must attend an approved Kindergarten before 
 enrolling in first grade, even if he/she meets the age requirements.
3. You may register your child for Kindergarten at the school where he/she is zoned for elementary 

school or an Enrollment Center. Call Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools Customer Service 
Center at 615-259-4636 to find out where your child is zoned for school or where the 
Enrollment Centers are located.

4. Bus transportation to Kindergarten at your zoned school is provided if you live 1.25 miles or  
more from school. The Customer Service Center staff can also assist you with locating the bus 
route and schedule for your child, or you may check Metro Schools’ website at www.mnps.org to 
get this information.

5. If a language other than English is spoken in your home, your child must register at the  
International Student Registration Center, located within the English Language Learners Office 
at 615 Fessey Park Road. Please call 259-8608 for an appointment.

Q.   What immunizations are required of my child/children prior to enrollment as a Metropolitan
      Nashville Public Schools student?
A.   Your child must have the following immunizations to begin school:
 •  Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (DTaP, or DT if appropriate) – 4 doses required    
 •  Hepatitis B (HBV) – 3 doses required
 •  Poliomyelitis (IPV or OPV): final dose must be given on or after the fourth (4th) birthday
 •  Measles, Mumps, Rubella (2 doses of each, usually given together as MMR)
 •  Varicella (2 doses or history of disease): previously only one required 
 •  Hepatitis A (2 doses): effective July 1, 2011 
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A student whose immunizations are incomplete may be admitted conditionally, if the student provides 
documentary proof at the time of enrollment of having received at least one dose of the required 
immunization(s) accompanied by a schedule for completion of the remaining required dosage(s). At the 
time of enrollment, ALL immunizations must be as current and as up-to-date as possible on the Tennessee 
Certificate of Immunization. Enrollment and attendance can be delayed if compliance with immunization 
requirements is not met. 

Q.   Besides a doctor’s office, where can I have my child/children immunized?
A.   Immunizations may be obtained from the Metropolitan Public Health Department clinics. Sites and
       addresses for the Health Department Clinics are:
 •   East Nashville Preventive Health Clinic – 1015 E. Trinity Lane – 615-862-7916
 •   Lentz Preventive Health Clinic – 311-23rd Avenue North – 615-340-5607
 •   Woodbine Preventive Health Clinic – 224 Oriel Avenue – 615-862-7940

Q.   Where do I register my child for school?
A. Registration for all students is conducted at the school of zone based on your legal address or an 

Enrollment Center. The Enrollment Centers are:  Antioch High, Cane Ridge High, Glencliff High, 
Hillsboro High, Hillwood High, Hunters Lane High, Maplewood High, McGavock High, Overton High, 
Pearl-Cohn High, Stratford High and White’s Creek High.

Q.   How do I find out what school my child/children will attend?
A.   Parents can visit the MNPS website, www.mnps.org, to find out their child’s school of zone. On
       the homepage, click on School Zone Information (on left hand side) or parents can call Customer 
       Service Center at 615-259-4636.

Q.   What attire can my child wear to school?
A.   Acceptable Attire in all Metro Schools (Unless school is exempt from SSA)
 •   Pants, shorts, Capri pants, skirts, skorts or jumpers in the colors of navy blue, black, or any 
      shade of khaki.
 •   Shirts with short or long sleeves and a collar (polo, dress-style with button, or turtleneck) in the 
      solid colors.
 •   All shirts should be properly buttoned and sized.

If you have additional questions, please call the Metropolitan Nashville Public School Customer Service 
Center at 615-259-4636.
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Questions & Answers About the English Learners Program
Q.   Why do I have to come to the EL Office to register my child?
A.   All students whose first language is not English must be assessed for English proficiency. If a student 
      is not proficient, English language services must be offered and explained to parents. The EL Office 
      serves as a central site for the registration and assessment of potential EL students.

Q.   If my child qualifies for EL, do I have to accept the program?
A.   No. Once a child has been assessed and qualifies for the EL program, parents or legal guardians may
      waive the EL Program by signing the Waiver Form. One form will be placed in the student’s 
      cumulative folder and another will be placed in the EL office files.

Q.   If my child was born in the United States and I know he/she does not need help with English,
      can’t I just register my child at the zoned school? Why?
A.   If your child speaks or has been exposed to a first language other than English, the school district is 
      mandated by law to assess your child’s language skills so that we may provide EL services. The initial 
      assessment takes place at the EL Office by a certified, experienced teacher. The registrars at the EL 
      Office are native speakers of other languages and interpret information for families.

Q.   Will you be teaching my child in our native language?
A.   No. Our program concentrates on teaching children listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in 
      English only, through academic content. We do encourage you to continue speaking and reading to your 
      child in your native language. Literacy in all languages is very important. 

Q.   Will my child have transportation?
A.   Yes. If your child lives farther than one and one fourth miles from his/her zoned school, 
      transportation will be provided. The school secretary will give you the information regarding the bus
      route and area where the bus will stop.

Q.   If I move, will my child be able to attend the same school?
A.  Because of the zoning limits, your child may have to change schools. If you request for your child to         
      remain at that school, you must provide transportation for your child. Regardless of your new location,
      EL services will be provided.

Q.   My nephew has been sent to live with me. Why do I have to have legal custody?
A.   Because of the legal ramifications related to having a child whose parents are not in the United States,
      it is necessary for guardians to possess legal guardianship. This may be done by going to Juvenile
      Court and requesting legal custody. A copy of the legal guardianship papers must be 
      presented at the time of school registration.

Q.   If I have a conference, S-team or an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
      meeting, how can I get a translator?
A.   Schools provide non-English speaking parents with a translator whenever 
      possible. There is a procedure in place that allows for schools to provide 
      translators for parents needing this service. If you need assistance at a 
      meeting and a translator is not in attendance, please ask the school to 
      contact the EL Office to arrange services for you.
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Riding the Bus To School
Bus transportation is provided to and from school for children 
enrolled in Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools who live 1.25 
miles from their zoned school. School personnel will assist 
you with determining if your child is eligible to ride the bus
to school.

Bus route information is posted on the homepage of 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools website, 
www.mnps.org. 

The MNPS Transportation Department will mail bus route 
information to parents two weeks prior to school starting  
if your child is registered for Metropolitan Nashville  
Public Schools. A parent or designee should accompany  
each child to and from the school bus stop. It is  
recommended that your child arrive at the bus stop  
no earlier than ten minutes before regular pick-up.

School Bus Safety Tips
As a parent, you can help ensure your child arrives to and from school safely each day by practicing the 
following school safety tips:

•   Be sure your child arrives at his/her bus stop 10 minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive.

•   When the bus approaches, remind your child to stand at least five giant steps away from the curb and

     line up away from the bus.

•   Remind your child that he/she should never run after the school bus if it has already left the bus stop.

•   Remind your child that he/she should never run in front or behind the school bus to pick up something

     he/she dropped or forgot.

•   Make sure you tell your child never to get on the bus until it has completely stopped.

•   Remind your child to take firm hold of the handrail to get onto the bus after the bus stops and the  
door opens.

•   Students should never push another student while getting on or off the bus.

• All students riding the bus should go directly to a seat and sit quietly. This allows the bus driver to 
concentrate on driving safely.

• Students should never place any part of their body through the bus window.

• When outside of the bus, make sure your child is aware of the danger zones and is always within sight 
of the bus driver. The Danger Zone is a 10-foot wide area on all sides of a school bus – an area where 
children are in the most danger of being hit. Children should be taught to stay 10 feet away from a 
school bus (or as far away as they can) and never go behind it. They should be told to take five giant 
steps in front of the bus before crossing so the driver can see them clearly.



Reading To Your Child
Reading aloud is one of the most important experiences you can provide your child. Reading aloud to your 
child increases vocabulary, builds story understanding and encourages a love of reading.

Four and five-year olds enjoy listening to all kinds of literature. Stories read to them should be short with
attractive illustrations.

Included is a list of suggested authors and titles. Many other wonderful children’s books are available at 
libraries and bookstores.

• A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams

• Ben’s Trumpet by Rachel Isadora

• Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

• Bread and Jam for Frances by Russell Hoban Illustrated by Lillian Hoban.

• Caps for Sale:  A Tale of a Peddler, Some Monkeys and Their Monkey by Esphyr Slobodkina

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault, Illusrated by Lois Ehlert

  • Corduroy by Don Freeman

  • Curious George by H.A. Rey

  • Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell

  • Doctor De Soto by William Steig

  • Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell, Illustrated by Helen Oxenbery

  • Freight Train by Donald Crews

  • George and Martha by James Marshall

• Go Away, Big Green Monster!  by Ed Emberley

• Good Night, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann

• Goodnight Moon by Margaret W. Brown, Illustrated by Clement Hurd

• Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say

  • Happy Birthday, Moon by Frank Asch

  • Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson

  • Harry The Dirty Dog by Gene Zion, Illustrated by Margaret Graham

  • Henny Penny Illustrated by Paul Goldone

  • Horton Hatches The Egg by Dr. Seuss

  • I Know An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly Illustrated by Glen Rounds
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• If You Give a Mouse A Cookie by Laura J. Numeroff, Illustrated by Felicia Bond

• Is It Red? Is It Yellow? Is It Blue? An Adventure In Color by Tana Hoban

• It Could Always Be Worse:  A Yiddish Folktale Retold & Illustrated by Margot Zemach

• John Henry by Julius Lester, Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney

• Julius by Angela Johnson, Illustrated by Dav Pilkey

• Komodo! by Peter Sis

• Leo The Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus, Illustrated by Jose Aruego

• Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni

• Little Red Riding Hood Retold and illustrated by Paul Galdone

    • Lunch by Denise Fleming

    • Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile by Bernard Waber

    • Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans

    • Maisie Goes Swimming by Lucy Cousins

    • Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey

    • Martha Calling by Susan Meddaugh

    • Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel by Virginia L. Burton

• Millions of Cats by Wanda Ga’g

• Miss Nelson Is Missing by Harry Allard and James Marshall

• Morris’ Disappearing Bag by Rosemary Wells

• Mouse Paint by Ellen S. Walsh

• Mr. Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham

• Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters:  An African Tale Retold & Illustrated by John Steptoe

  • Mushroom In The Rain Adopted from the Russian of V. Suteyev, Mirra Ginsburg

  • Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann

  • Old Black Fly by Jim Aylesworth, Illustrated by Stephen Gammell
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Countdown To Kindergarten
During the summer before school begins:
• Read with your child every day and discuss whether the story is real or make-believe. Ask your child to 

predict what will happen.

•  Talk with your child. Be sure your child can tell you what he/she wants rather than pointing or crying. 

• Encourage your child to describe, answer and talk in complete sentences.

• Help your child to recognize the basic colors: red, yellow, blue, green.

• Give your child opportunities to use scissors, crayons and glue sticks.

•  Talk with your child about objects. Discuss the size and shape of things. Help him or her to know that a 
puppy is small, a house is large, a tree is tall, a shrub is short. Talk about the round ball, the square table, 
the corners of the sandwich.

• Write simple notes to your child.

• Emphasize responsibility with your child. Teach him/her to dress for play, school, or bedtime; to put away 
clothing and sort toys.

• Teach your child to respect the toys and belongings of other children.

• Talk with your child about qualities to look for in friends and qualities to be wary of in strangers.

• Discuss with your child all the good things he/she will experience in the coming year.

• Practice counting objects from 1-20:  cookies, pennies, pebbles, crayons. Ask your child to bring you two 
spoons, one apple, four books. Help your child learn to recognize numerals 1-10.

• Help your child to begin recognizing the alphabet, both capital and lowercase letters.

During the week before school:
• Continue to discuss with your child all the good things he/she will experience in school.

• If your child is walking to school, help your child learn his/her way to school. Be sure to practice all 
safety rules along the way.

• Discuss with your child the plans for before and after-school care.

• Make arrangements to visit your child’s school with him/her prior  
to the first day.

On the day before school:
• Help your child select his/her clothing for the first day of school.

• Discuss with your child who to contact in an emergency. Be sure  
he/she knows more than one person who can be called in an emergency.

• Review with your child the way he/she is to go home or to after care.

On the first day of school:
• Help your child adjust easily and quickly by NOT staying with him/her  

on the first few days.

• Ask your child to name two things he/she did in school.

• Discuss the importance of always sharing notices and messages from the teacher.
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Elementary Schools
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A.Z. Kelley
Alex Green
Amqui
Andrew Jackson 
Bellshire
Buena Vista
Caldwell
Cane Ridge
Carter-Lawrence
Chadwell
Charlotte Park
Cockrill
Cole
Crieve Hall
Cumberland
Dan Mills
Dodson
DuPont
Eakin
Fall-Hamilton
Gateway
Glencliff
Glendale
Glengarry
Glenn
Glenview
Goodlettsville
Gower
Granbery
Harpeth Valley
Hattie Cotton 
Haywood
Henry Maxwell
Hermitage
Hickman     
Hull-Jackson   
Inglewood

J.E. Moss 
Joelton
Jones
Julia Green
Kirkpatrick
Lakeview
Lockeland
McGavock
Mt. View
Napier
Neely’s Bend
Norman Binkley
Old Center
Paragon Mills
Park Avenue
Pennington
Percy Priest
Robert Churchwell
Robert E. Lillard
Rosebank
Ruby Major 
Shayne
Shwab
Smith Springs
Stanford
Sylvan Park
Taylor Stratton 
Thomas Edison
Tom Joy
Tulip Grove
Tusculum
Una
Warner
Waverly-Belmont
Westmeade
Whitsitt



To learn more, visit www.mnps.org or call the district’s 
Customer Service Center at 259-INFO (4636).

Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race,religion, 
creed, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, color, age, and/or disability 
in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities. MNPS does not 
discriminate in its hiring or employment practices.
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