
Ask a designer
Do you have a room that defies your every attempt to decorate it? Send us a photo or two of
the space, along with a letter describing your design dilemma and the look you want to achieve.
Members of the volunteer N&O Design Team will offer solutions to selected problems in Home &
Garden. 
Send email to forhomeandgarden@newsobserver.com. Subject line: “Ask a Designer.” Be sure to
include your name, town and contact information. Due to the volume of email, we cannot provide
individual replies. 
Note: If you send us a question, you’re giving us permission to publish your information. 

Floor: Consider
placing an oval or
rectangular rug in
that bay, to
ground the area
that we’re creat-
ing. Get a rug pad
specifically de-
signed for rugs
placed over car-
peting to prevent
annoying buck-
ling.

Furnishings: I’ve
put the Streeter
swivel chair in
leather from Crate
& Barrel and the
Bliss chaise from
West Elm in my
accompanying
illustration. Then
place a good-sized
accent table be-
tween both chairs
to hold coffee cups
and The News &
Observer, or small-
er accent tables
next to each chair.
I’ve shown an
Eames stool from
Room and Board
and a Tribal Accent
Table from World
Market.

Window treatments: If possible, I’d take the mullions off the windows. Pleated shades,
wood blinds or solar shades could provide light control. Nothing finishes a room like
window treatments. In the illustration, I used DeCocco Design’s semi-custom drapes in
our “Waves” fabric, which features a blue, green and cream pattern. It frames the view
beautifully. Janet likes a grommet header and should install the rods as high as pos-
sible. That wall space is tight, so I’d recommend either iron rods that return to the wall
or wood rods (1 3⁄8-inch diameter or larger). Use end caps if there’s no room for finials.

Lighting: The bay has two lovely
sconces on either side, but some read-
ing light would be useful. An adjustable height floor lamp with three-way lighting
would be a great choice. I’ve shown a lamp from Bellacor.com. 

You’re going to want to spend a lot of time in this beautiful space. Good luck!
DECOCCO DESIGN, RALEIGH. WWW.DECOCCODESIGN.COM, 919-612-6464.
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WESTELM.COM

The Bliss Chaise in gravel would
be a nice addition to the bay
window area. $899-$1,099,
westelm.com.

ROOMAND
BOARD.COM

This Eames stool by Herman 
Miller could fit in the nook. 
$879, roomandboard.com.
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Best tips
Designer tip of the week: “Keep-

ing big pieces (sofas, chairs) neu-
tral ensures a room won’t look dat-
ed in a few years. Changing the
pillows every year or two freshens
up a room without breaking the
bank. I recently found 1 1⁄2 yards of
gorgeous fabric in a scrap bin that
I had made into pillows for my liv-
ing room sofa, using fringe found
on fabric.com. The cost of the
$175 pillows amortized over the
course of a year is a little over $14
a month!”

— Donna Talley, regional
editor and producer for
Meredith Publications,
as excerpted from http://
reddoorhome.blogspot.com/

Reader tip of the week: Rather
than stuffing rubber bands in a
drawer, Sheri Green of Raleigh
cuts a piece of foam core board, or
a thick piece of cardboard, about
the size of an index card and
wraps the rubber bands around it.
Use a smaller piece for smaller
rubber bands, and a larger piece
for larger ones. This helps to keep
a “catchall” drawer tidy, and
makes it easy to find the right size
rubber band.

Best of the blogs
We love the idea of unleashing our creative fabu-

losity on a budget. That’s the aim of Centsational
Girl, a blog chock full of ideas for designing on the
cheap. We found six fantastic ideas among those
posted in her “Color Injection: Tips for the timid”
(tinyurl.com/4stqyu6):

1 Paint one piece: Choose a piece of furniture 
in your house and paint it the color that speaks 
to you.

2 Panel panache : Pick window treatments that
really stand out against a neutral wall, and
complementary pillows in a similar shade.

3 Accents + art: Colorful accent pillows paired
with a vibrant piece of art never fail to bring
fresh color into a mostly neutral space. 

4 Be brave with your chairs: Keep your furnish-
ings, rugs and window treatments neutral,
then add bright accent chairs. A few more ac-

cessories in that same shade will pull the space to-
gether.

5 Choose a colorful rug: A bold color for your ac-
cent rug is a guaranteed way to bring color into
your home. The fact that it’s underfoot makes

it a bit more subtle, plus you can take cues from
your rug’s colors to add a few accents around the
room.

6 Pick a pair: There are many color pairings that
always work well together, hot pink + tur-
quoise, yellow + gray, orange + blue, lime

green + teal blue, coral + citron, gray + pink, the list
goes on! Pick two colors you love that also work
together, and pull both of those colors into your
home with accessories and art.

Check out the blog at centsationalgirl.com.

Our readers’ best
What’s your favorite website or

blog for home decor advice? Tell
us about it, so we can let our read-
ers know about it. If we share your
site in Top Drawer, we’ll enter you
in a quarterly drawing for a Target
gift card. Send email to topdraw-
er@newsobserver.com. Include a
link to your favorite site and a few
words about why you like it. Be
sure to include your name and
street address. Put “Our readers’
best” in the subject line.

Best TV
On HGTV: Set your DVR for 9 p.m. Sunday.

“Holmes Inspection” highlights the plight of a
25-year-old woman who lands a perfect starter
home only to find it needs a lot of work after she
decides to forgo an inspection. Holmes and the
team work their magic to get the woman’s dream
home back on track. 

m “Run-down Renovation”: Julie and Peter have
just two months to find a sprawling home for their
blended family. A limited budget makes the task
that much harder. Tune in to “Property Brothers” at
8 p.m. Wednesday to see if they meet their goal.

On DIY channel: Take me to Tuscany: “On Indoors
Out,” Dean and Derek turn a couple’s drab backyard
into an inspired Tuscan-tiered terrace complete
with rustic stonework; a covered patio with kitchen
area and a state-of-the-art mosquito repellent sys-
tem. Tune in at 3 p.m. Sunday.

m When do-it-yourself doesn’t get done. An eager
couple had big plans for their suburban fixer-upper.
Now, four years later, they find themselves with lots
of little projects that got started but never quite fin-
ished. With a move planned in their future, is
$9,000 enough to finish all they started? Find out
on “Sweat Equity,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday. 

Send news and photos to The News & Observer, P.O. Box 191, Raleigh, N.C. 27602; 

email topdrawer@newsobserver.com

JIM BARCUS - KANSAS CITY STAR

Changing pillows is an easy way to freshen a room without a lot of expense.

Don’t forget
Starting today, you must dial 10
digits (area code + number) to
place local calls in the Triangle.
This is to accommodate a new
area code 984 in our area. Make
sure to reprogram any speed dial,
digital phone books, fax machines
and security systems to comply
with the new rules. Local calls are
still free.

Top drawer JOYCE CLARK HICKS FINDS THE BEST FOR YOUR HOME AND GARDEN

By Jen Weigel

Chicago Tribune

It’s spring – season of tax-
es, renewal and cleaning up
your living space. Author
Barry Dennis suggests get-
ting rid of the “chotchky” – a
term from his book “The
Chotchky Challenge,” refer-
ring to all the things you ac-
quire, yet don’t really need.
Dennis – who uses a phonet-

ic spelling of the Yiddish
word “tchotchke” – said we
need to change our way of
thinking in order to let go of
our excess.

Bag it up: “Grab three bags
– one to donate, one for recy-
cling, and one to throw
away. A lot of our stuff is
simply worthless. You don’t
need seven shampoos or 10
facial lotions. Start with the

bathroom and work your
way through every room.”

Ungift: “We get a gift that
we hate, but we keep it out of
guilt, so every time we see
it, we are reminded of this
and we are exhausted. In-
stead of acquiring more, tell
them that you’re trying to let
go of things, and you’d pre-
fer a gift that doesn’t take up
space … . Then when you
give a gift, try to make it a
gift that gives back.”

Hold a storage unit sale: “If
you’re actually paying some-
one to store your unused
junk, you don’t need it .
Throw a sale and use the
money for something that
will add to the quality of
your life.”

Pause before you consume:
“Whether it’s dessert, a rela-
tionship, a pair of jeans on
sale, or a mindless TV show,
ask yourself: ‘Does my heart
truly desire this? Will it
make my life better? More
fulfilled?’ Do a gut check.
Pausing before you acquire
or consume can prevent ev-
ery type of clutter from over-
taking your life … .”

Cull all the junk and
get your life back
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In our history, we’ve
installed over 100 
million new floors of 
all types in homes and 
rooms of all styles.

Over 
100 Million
New Floors 

SOLD

If you don’t love the floor 
you choose, we’ll replace 
the product and install it 
for free †

That’s our Beautiful 
Guarantee.

100%
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Beyond expert 
training, we have the 
experience required to 
ensure that your floors 
are installed perfectly.

Over 
20,000 Yrs. 

Combined
Experience

Our locally owned
and family-operated 
stores have provided 
generations of 
personalized service  
and community support.

Over 1000 
Locations 

In 50 States & 
9 Provinces

As a member of the 
world’s largest floor 
covering buying group, 
we buy the best brands 
for less to sell for less.

#1
Buyer In 

The World

You Can Have It All. 
No Compromises.
We offer beautiful flooring at an affordable 

price with stellar service, years of 
expertise and guaranteed satisfaction.

5110 ATLANTIC AVE. | RALEIGH

919-873-1115 | www.thadscarpetoneraleigh.com
STORE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM | SATURDAY 10AM-5PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1981
*Subject to credit approval. See store for details.

THAD’S

Everything
OnSale

Every Carpet.

Every Ceramic Tile.

Every Vinyl Tile.

Every Wood Floor.

Every Remnant.

Every Area Rug.

with Payment and  
Approved Credit

HURRY SALE ENDS 4 APRIL 2012

MONTHS6* Same
As cash

FREE IN-HOME 
MEASURING 
& ESTIMATES

• Plantation Shutters 
• Silhouettes 
• Pirouettes 
• Vignettes 
• Faux Wood/Wood Blinds 
• Woven Woods 
• Roman Shades 
• Roller Shades 
• Honey Comb Shades 

• Interior Decorating 
• Custom Drapes/Valences 
• Custom Bedding/Pillows 
• UV Film/Decorative Film 
• Repairs-Blinds & Shades
• Drapery Installation 
• Limited Lifetime Warranty 
• Guaranteed Low Prices 
• Superior Customer Service

Monday 1-5 • Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-2 • CLOSED SUNDAY 

www.shutterconnection.com
We’ve Moved!

5720-M Capital Blvd. (Right behind our old location), Raleigh, NC 27616 • 919-850-9229

Blind & Shutter 
W A R E H O U S E

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS 

AND FREE 
INSTALLATIONS


