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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
A romantic drama set amongst the stunning orange groves of sun-baked Mildura, along the majestic 
backdrop of the Murray River. Returning home to a family she‟s never known, Heidi (Rachael Taylor) is 
seeking closure. Busking for cash with her treasured violin, she catches the attention of orange grove 
owner Michael (Alex Dimitriades) and hitches a ride. Escaping to his orchard after a less than warming 
reception from her stepmother, Heidi finds unexpected feelings starting to blossom as she settles into 
work with the colourful citrus pickers. But Michael‟s wit and charm mask a wounded soul, and together 
they discover that in order to confront the future, their secrets and lives may be better shared. 

EXTENDED SYNOPSIS 
 
Having grown up with her mother in Nevada, Heidi (Rachael Taylor) hasn‟t spoken to her father since 
she was seven years old. Now a young woman, haunted by his memory, she returns to Australia 
seeking closure.  

After touching down in Melbourne, armed with only her violin and little cash, the nostalgic memory of a 
7-year-old girl follows Heidi as she embarks on a journey down memory lane — visiting a beloved old 
neighbour (Jacki Weaver) and busking for a meal at a country roadhouse she once visited with her dad.  

At the roadhouse, her melancholic score catches the attention of handsome orange picker Michael 
(Alex Dimitriades) who, despite reservations, offers Heidi a ride when he finds her dangerously 
hitchhiking on the side of the road.  

Initially guarded, the pair don‟t click. But after a near-death experience bonds them, an unexpected 
connection blossoms. To Heidi‟s surprise, parting proves harder than expected.  

Tentatively reaching out to her stepmother Angela (Susie Porter), Heidi‟s family reunion doesn‟t go to 
plan and she is taken for a gold-digger. More lost than ever, she rejects the one family member who 
might fill the void. Her sweet half-brother Lachlan (Reef Ireland) implores Heidi to stay, but she flees to 
Michael‟s orange grove in the sun-baked surrounds of Mildura. 

Caught off guard, Michael is initially conflicted over Heidi‟s arrival. However, it‟s picking season and he 
is soon immersed in the colourful surrounds and offbeat characters of the arriving citrus pickers: a 
deluded Casanova (Angus Sampson), a handsome prankster (Nathan Phillips) and a feisty young 
mother-hen (Cassandra Magrath), who provide Heidi with the escape and distraction she needs. 

Whilst she finds solace in these unexpected surroundings, Heidi‟s presence sparks fierce debate 
amongst the loyal fruit pickers. Heidi‟s supposedly returning home in days — who‟ll be left to pick up the 
pieces?  

Intoxicated by new friends and adventures, Heidi drops her guard and allows her feelings for Michael to 
flourish. But Michael struggles to reciprocate, his wit and charm masking a tortured soul.   

When Heidi discovers hidden truths about Michael‟s past, he throws their relationship into jeopardy. And 
as the past unravels, they are forced to confront the future, discovering that their lives and secrets are 
better shared.   

Closure is just the beginning. 



 
 

Questions with filmmaker Richard Gray 
 
 
First films are often quite personal for the writer/director. What inspired you to write SUMMER 
CODA? 
 
Summer Coda's original premise was based on how my Mum met my Dad. A story I always loved 
hearing growing up. But it's actually changed dramatically since then. The first image that came to me 
was of a girl hitchhiking, carrying a violin case. I couldn't get it out of my head -- it was as if the image 
was demanding I develop it! I knew this girl was traveling home against the odds, and I knew that she 
had no money so she needed to hitchhike.  
 
That's where it all began, those images were the first building blocks.  Once I'd mapped out a plan for 
"Heidi" (played by Rachael Taylor) I began exploring fruit picking. It sounds crazy, but I'd seen so much 
of it hanging out in Mildura I became addicted to watching fruit pickers at work. They're such diverse 
and crazy characters, I had to get them on screen somehow. So as Heidi is looking for escape and 
respite from her family life -- what better way to achieve that than to spend one summer with the likes of 
Angus Sampson, Nathan Phillips and Cassandra Magrath -- not to mention the handsome farmer! (Alex 
Dimitriades). 
 
Can you talk a bit about the gestation of the project, from Project Greenlight to its final form?  
 
I wrote Summer Coda after finishing film school at the VCA in 2003. I had such a ball at film school, and 
I'm so pumped the VCA might yet have a future. I entered Project Greenlight in 2005, not sure why, it 
was a toss of a coin actually, but it turned out to be an awesome experience. It forced me to focus 
harder on the screenplay, really concentrate on the arc of the characters, and to write better dialogue -- 
which is always my main goal. Project Greenlight also introduced me to some very talented industry 
pros, which have been crucial in getting the film up. So much has changed since that first screenplay 
draft, but I never stopped wanting to make it. The money fell in and out of the project so many times! 
But even after 6 years I'm more passionate about the story than ever. I can't wait for an audience to see 
it on the big screen. Seeing it screened for the first time was totally overwhelming, I still can't quite 
believe it's happening.  
 
What films have influenced you over the years?  
 
Paul Thomas Anderson has been a great influence.  Boogie Nights made me want to be a director. It 
opened my mind to what was possible. Other than PTA, I gotta say I'm a sucker for everything 
Christopher Nolan does. Anyone that can do true indie to major blockbusters is a supreme talent, and 
it's certainly something I aspire to. Summer Coda is very different to the films of PTA and Nolan, but it's 
the story telling, dialogue and camera work that I get most influenced by. I love all genres and Summer 
Coda is my crack at a romantic drama. It's certainly a story that is very close to my heart, and so it felt 
like the right film to make first. 
 
You’ve assembled a pretty impressive ensemble cast for a debut feature. Was it easy to get who 
you wanted? 
 
I've been very lucky. Rachael and Alex saw something in the roles and were super keen right from the 
outset. From there it was an avalanche effect. I'd always wanted my mates Cassandra Magrath and 



 
Angus Sampson to get onboard, and working with champions like Nathan Phillips, Susie Porter and 
Jacki Weaver was a real treat.  
 
Hanging out on set with actors of this quality was my favourite part of the whole production. Just bliss. 
There's nothing better than work-shopping and role developing with this type of quality. On set we had a 
ball! So much fun. The fruit pickers would rock up in a ute like rock stars -- in perfect character -- ghetto 
blaster booming, trash talking, half naked, ready to pick up a storm! 
 
Rachael and Alex have delivered beautiful performances. I couldn‟t be happier with what they brought 
to the table. 
 
What were the challenges and rewards of filming in a regional location? 
 
Mildura was hot. Damn hot. But so beautiful, and so great to capture on film. As hardcore as the heat 
was (often up to 47 degrees), it worked in our favour: it made the emotional scenes on the road -- where 
Heidi hitchhikes and busks in the searing heat --  really stand apart from the oasis like qualities of the 
homestead, lush orange grove and river -- where Heidi eventually escapes to. Without that intense heat, 
the juxtaposition would not have been as great.  
 
I can honestly say that shooting in a regional location was a dream. The locals were such an amazing 
help to us. They provided everything: Extras, Caterers, Runners, Accommodation. We couldn't have 
made the film without Mildura's generous support.  
 
How do you think the film will fit into the current landscape for Australian cinema? What do you 
want audiences to get out of the film? 
 
I hope that Summer Coda offers something different. A romantic drama that has enough adventure that 
it can be enjoyed by a wide audience. But also enough heart, because it really has come from a truthful 
place. More than anything, I hope people enjoy the way the film is crafted, particularly the 
cinematography and score, and the performances from our awesome cast. Working with them and our 
hard working crew was a dream come true. I have to pinch myself when I think about it, and I can't wait 
to do it again!  
 
 



 
CAST BIOS 
 
RACHAEL TAYLOR played Heidi 
 
Rachael grew up in Tasmania, where she always wanted to be an actress. Quickly achieving success 
as an actress and model, she starred in the Australian TV series Headland and was nominated for a 
Logie Award. She soon made the transition to Hollywood, appearing in the blockbuster Transformers, 
horror hit Shutter (with Joshua Jackson) and Bottle Shock, a Sundance favourite starring Alan Rickman 
and Bill Pullman. Last year, she starred in the acclaimed Australian film Cedar Boys. She recently 
completed filming on the anticipated new Australian film Red Dog, and is currently in Russia shooting 
The Darkest Hour (3D) alongside Emile Hirsch.    
 
ALEX DIMITRIADES played Michael 
 
Alex began his career in the Australian film The Heartbreak Kid followed by a role as the protagonist Ari 
in the Ana Kokkinos film Head On which earned him an AFI Award nomination. He has also appeared in 
other Australian films such as Three Blind Mice, Let's Get Skase, The Wog Boy and La Spagnola which 
earned him another AFI Award nomination. His Hollywood films include Ghost Ship and Deuce Bigalow: 
European Gigolo. Dimitriades has starred in several Australian TV series including Wildside, Young 
Lions, Blue Murder and Underbelly. He has also appeared in many theatre productions including two 
plays by Louis Nowra for Griffin Theatre Company, The Woman with Dog's Eyes and The Emperor of 
Sydney. 
 
ANGUS SAMPSON played Franky 
 
Angus is an Australian actor and voice over artist. He recently played the role of The Bull in Spike 
Jonze's Where The Wild Things Are, a feature-film adaptation of Maurice Sendak's 1964 picture book of 
the same name. His other credits include Footy Legends, Kokoda, The King, Darkness Falls, Secret 
Life of Us, Thank God You're Here and Underbelly. 
 
CASSANDRA MAGRATH played Ella 
 
Cassandra Magrath is best known for her portrayal of Miranda Gibson in the Australian ABC television 
series Sea Change and as the lead role in the 2005 Australian horror film Wolf Creek. Other credits 
include City Homicide and Blue Heelers. 
 
DANIEL FREDERIKSEN played Lachlan 
 
Daniel Frederiksen has had an extensive career across film, television and theatre. After studying at 
NIDA, he first achieved recognition as Dr. Josh Carmichael in the television series Blue Heelers, 
followed by the role of undercover cop, Leo Flyn in the TV drama Stingers, for which he was nominated 
for a Logie for Best New Talent. Daniel also won an AFI nomination for Best Actor in a Television 
Drama for his portrayal of Greg Combet in Bastard Boys. His feature film roles include a lead in Ten 
Empty and a support role opposite Natalie Imbruglia in Closed for Winter, as well as the starring role of 
Randy in the US telemovie Mermaids and Wallow opposite Nicolas Cage in the big budget action movie 
Ghost Rider. Daniel is a respected theatre actor and a founding member of Red Stitch, Melbourne‟s top 
independent theatre company. Some of his performances include After Miss Julie, The Pain & The Itch 
and Leaves of Glass. His MTC stage credits include: Cheech, Don Juan in Soho and most recently 



 
Rockabye. Daniel has just filmed Offspring a TV pilot and is currently directing his first play at Red 
Stitch. 
 
SUSIE PORTER played Angela 
 
Susie has appeared in Australian films such as Bootmen, Mullet, Little Fish and Caterpillar Wish, which 
won her Best Supporting Actress at the AFI Awards. 2006 was a successful year for her with a leading 
role in RAN, an Australian mini-series, which won her a 'Best Leading Actress in a Television Drama' at 
the AFI Awards and Love My Way. In 2009, she appeared on the second seasons of East of Everything 
and East West 101 (winning another AFI), and first run The Jesters and My Place (TV series). 
 
JACKI WEAVER played Jen 
 
Since her debut in the role of Cinderella 45 years ago, Jacki Weaver has won many Best Actress 
Awards, including a Logie and two AFIs. She reached a career high this year with her acclaimed 
performance in the Sundance-winning crime saga Animal Kingdom. Recently she featured as Shirley in 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert and toured in the one-woman drama Blonde, Brunette & Vengeful 
Redhead for 300 performances in 58 theatres Australia wide. Her famous roles include Prisoner of 
Second Avenue and Death of a Salesman. Jacki has never acted in a soap opera but she has played 
an asparagus and two koalas. 
 
NATHAN PHILLIPS played Joey 
 
Nathan Phillips is currently one of Australia‟s busiest feature film actors. Within seven years Nathan has 
appeared in twelve feature films in either starring or co-starring roles, including Take Away, One Perfect 
Day and Under the Radar. In 2005, hit horror film Wolf Creek introduced him to an international 
audience, helping to launch his US film career with roles in Snakes on a Plane and Redline. Phillips has 
not abandoned his Australian roots having worked on the small-budget drama West, in Sydney, and 
more recently, Balibo. 



 
 
CREW BIOS 
 
RICHARD GRAY – Director/Writer 
Richard is a prolific and enthusiastic director who graduated from the Victorian College of the Arts, 
School of Film in Television in 2003. 
 
His acclaimed short film Yellow Brick Dreams screened at numerous local and International Film 
Festivals, and won several awards including the Cinevex/ Cinema Nova Award for "Excellence in a 
Short Film Screenplay" and the ACS Cinematography Award for "Best Cinematography" in an 
Australian Short Film. 
 
Since graduating, Richard quickly established himself as an artist with great tenacity and versatility, 
coming runner-up in Australia's Project Green Light with Summer Coda, writing and directing a cinema 
trailer for the prestigious Australian Film Institute, starring John Jarratt and Angus Sampson, and 
producing Virtually Edna, a Barry Humphries documentary funded by Arts Victoria.  
 
In the last three years, Richard has directed a diverse portfolio of productions, including a feature length 
Winter Olympics documentary The Sea To The Sky Games (FOXTEL), a feature length Global 
Warming documentary hosted by Ian Thorpe Fish out of Water (FOX 8), a funded pilot for a comedy 
series So Now You're Famous, eight episodes of a reality/drama series The Phone (FOX 8) and a 
Lifestyle Food exclusive Stefano's Cooking Paradiso, all the while developing his first love: Film. 
 
Richard has two new feature screenplays in development. 
 
MARC GOLDENFEIN – Producer 
 
Marc is a graduate of both the Victorian College of the Arts and Pennsylvania State University. With a 
passion for documentaries, film and television, Marc has been working in the industry for 6 years as a 
producer, director and writer. Marc has produced work for various companies including Working Dog 
Productions, Prime Time Productions, EMI/Virgin, The Australian Film Institute (AFI) and The Victorian 
Arts Centre. Marc has been a producer on two feature length television documentaries, Fish Out Of 
Water (Fox 8) and the international hit The Secret (Nine Network). Other major projects include The Cat 
Empire‟s tour DVD On The Attack, which was shortlisted for the Best Music DVD at the ARIA awards 
and “The Dig Deep Sound Project”, an online documentary, which follows the lives of underprivileged 
youths in Melbourne who are emerging in the hip hop music scene. Marc produced the feature film, 
Summer Coda, which was the runner up in the inaugural Project Greenlight Australia. Across all 
mediums Marc is committed to producing good quality work, with great teams. 
 
JOHN FINEMORE – Producer 
 
John‟s credits include the feature film, Blind Company (2009), staring Colin Friels, which was in Official 
Selection for competition in Melbourne International Film Festival (MIFF) and Montreal Film Festival 
2009. He was also Executive Producer of Shadow Play (2009), featuring Anton Corbijn, Bono and Chris 
Martin, which also screened in Official selection for competition in Melbourne International Film Festival 
2009 (MIFF). 
 
 
 



 
NATALIE MILLER OAM - Executive Producer 
 
Executive Director - Sharmill Films & Co-Managing Partner of Cinema Nova & formerly, Executive 
Director of the Longford Cinema for 17 years. Natalie is chair, Alumni, ACMI following an 8 year stint on 
the board. She holds an advisory position with the VCA School of Film and TV, is Vice President of 
AIDA (the Australian Independent Distributors Association) and is a former Board Member of Film 
Victoria and current member of SPAA.  
 
After graduating in Arts from Melbourne University, she trained as a Journalist with McLaren Gordon 
and Partners then worked as a Publicity Officer with ABC Television. She founded her own Public 
Relations company, while working in the Arts and worked as Publicity Director of the Melbourne Film 
Festival for 16 years. In 1967 she founded Sharmill Films, her film distribution company. She has 
produced and associate produced several Australian films and was the Australasian distributor of David 
Swann's Cracker and Paul Cox's Innocence. She is a recipient of the OAM for services to the Film 
Industry and of the Chevalier dans L'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres from the French Government in 
March 2003 for her services to the promotion of French culture in Australia. Natalie has been involved in 
the Australian film industry since its renaissance in the 1970's and has spent years encouraging and 
giving time to young filmmakers. 
 
BRYCE MENZIES - B.Juris, LLB - Partner Executive Producer 
 
Mary and Max (2009) Feature Film, Kenny (2007) Feature Film, Noise (2007) Feature Film, Ten 
Canoes (2006) Feature Film, Two Hands (1999) Feature Film, Muriel's Wedding (1993) Death In 
Brunswick (1991) Feature Film, Malcolm (1986) Feature Film. 
 
Bryce has now worked in the film industry for over 25 years. His first experience in the film industry was 
in 1982 when he played a man in overalls opposite Gerard Kennedy. He has now worked as a lawyer 
on over 300 productions, films, documentaries and television series etc. As if quantity were not 
sufficient, Bryce has worked on some of Australia's best known films in the 80s, 90s and noughties. 
 
His executive producer credits include Malcolm (1985), Death in Brunswick (1990), Two Hands (1999), 
The Tracker (2002), Ten Canoes (2006) and Mary and Max (2009). His legal work can be seen in 
Muriel's Wedding (1994), Ned Kelly (2002) and more recently The Proposition (2005), Like Minds 
(2006), Irresistible (2006) and Clubland (2006). 
 
He continues to act as legal adviser on feature films, shorts, documentaries and television series. Due 
to his flourishing legal practice he only occasionally executive produces. 
 
Bryce is currently a member of the Film Victoria Board. His previous board memberships have been 
with Screen Tasmania and South Australian Film Corporation. Bryce was the initial Chair of the current 
Melbourne International Film Festival when it re-invented itself in 1985. He is passionate about films 
and red boots. 
 
JAMIE BIALKOWER - Associate Producer 
 
Jamie Bialkower started his career in the film industry at the age of 13 with two days work experience in 
the programming department at Village Cinemas. This turned into an ongoing opportunity (what he calls 
his extended internship) throughout his high school years, and culminated in a year-long contractual 
position for Cinema Europa marketing at 18. He then started his own distribution company, Jump Street 



 
Films, which he has been running for the past 4 years. He has distributed an acclaimed and diverse 
roster of films including The King, A Guide To Recognizing Your Saints, The Italian, I Have Never 
Forgotten You, The Grocer’s Son, Beautiful, Eden Is West and The Eclipse. 
 
GREG DE MARIGNY - Director of Photography 
 
2009 Australian Cinematographers Society, „Golden Tripod‟ winner (Shot Open) Greg de Marigny. MA. 
(Cinematography AFTRS) is a multi award-winning cinematographer with extensive technical and 
creative experience in all modes of dramatic and creative storytelling. Greg‟s work has been recognised 
locally and internationally for excellence in Motion Picture Photography. Greg has been commissioned 
to film in Australia, England, Europe and Canada on a diverse slate of projects. Seventeen years of on-
set experience has refined his talents as an efficient time-manager and skilled communicator. 
Respected for his ability to find simple, creative solutions to complex problems, Greg takes pride in 
remaining guided by the importance of story. With his extensive knowledge of image capture in single 
and multi-camera productions on all film and HD formats, Greg constantly seeks out new collaborations 
and is greatly enthused by the multiplicity of creative challenges with which he is presented. 
 
VIRGINIA KAY - Production Manager 
 
Virginia has been working in the film and television industry for 7 years as a production manager and 
producer. Virginia has production managed film and television within music-based production 
companies, commercial production companies and has freelanced production managing and producing 
film for various major record labels, advertising agencies and festivals. Virginia‟s passion for production 
managing began with music-based feature documentaries including ARIA award winning DVD‟s 
(feature documentary and live concert content) for Eskimo Joe, and ARIA nominated DVD‟s for Missy 
Higgins and The Go-Betweens, and also The Dirty Three DVD (documentary official selection at MIFF 
2007, and concert „Live in Tokyo‟). Within advertising she production-managed campaigns for DDB, 
Badjar Ogilvy, George Patterson and The Surgery, under Film Construction. More recently as a 
freelancer she has produced and production managed TVCs, dance-based short films, experimental 
fashion film for LMFF/Obüs clothing shot on the Phantom camera, and some music video and live 
performance. Virginia has also coordinated the Accelerator Program at the Melbourne International Film 
Festival 2008 under accelerator program manager, Michelle Fillery. Virginia has developed her narrative 
film experience through short film, and Summer Coda will be her first narrative feature.  
 
EMMA FLETCHER - Production Designer 
 
Emma art directed & costume supervised the Screen Australia funded feature Mad Bastards. Most 
recently, she designed the dramatised documentary, The Great Escape - The Reckoning and was setup 
art director for Lockie Leonard - 2. In 2008, she production designed the feature The Sculptor & AE2 - 
Gallipoli’s Submarine which involved building parts of a WW1 submarine. She received a 2009 WASA 
Industry Award nomination for this project. She has received four nominations for early career 
Production Design WA Screen Awards, with her third resulting in the award for the short, My Shout, 
which also won Best Production Design at the Bondi Short Film Festival in 2007. She was the art 
director on the SBS TV series, Marx and Venus, To Hell & Back and the assistant designer on the 
feature film, Last Train to Freo. She spent the majority of 2006 art directing the Channel 9 series Lockie 
Leonard and art directed the ABC dramatised documentary, Air Australia. She has designed 22 funded 
short films over the past 5 years.  



 
 

SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE THROUGH 

Liberation Music 

 

featuring: 

Glenn Richards 

Liam Finn 

Jim Keays 

The Stems 

Horse Stories 

Amaya Laucirica 

Custom Kings 

Dan Sultan 

Special Patrol 

goodbyemotel 

 

Original score by Alies Sluiter 

Orchestration: Alies Sluiter, James K Lee 

Featuring the City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra 

Recorded at Kore Studios, London and Oaklands Recording Studio, Melbourne 
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