
Joseph Blevens grew up in the Dallas area, 
graduating from Roosevelt High School before 
spending a short time in school, eventually 
joining the Army in November of 1973. 

Promoted as high as Chief Warrant Officer 2, 
he loved his work in the Army, before a 
mistake led to a fall.

A positive drug test would result in Joseph 
being discharged from the Army, sending him 
into a spiral. Joseph closed himself off from 
others, pursuing his addiction to crack cocaine. 
Prior to his discharge, Joseph would go AWOL for 
a year, resulting in a court-martial for desertion. 

Joseph was tracked down in California and 
arrested. He was sent to court-martial and 
sentenced to one year of confinement at the 
U.S. Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas.

Released and away from the safety of 
confinement, however, addiction took hold of 
Joseph’s life, and he abused cocaine for nearly 
13 years following his time in Leavenworth.

But this isn’t a story of defeat, it’s a story of 
Christ’s rescuing love.
 
(continued on p.2)

MISSIONreport
I look at what God did for me. He’s brought 
me from a cast away, to someone that’s worth 

something. He’s brought me from destruction to life.                       
                                                  -Joseph Blevens
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“…the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor…bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound.”  Isaiah 61:1 (ESV)

 Despite a host of challenges early in life, Aelicia 
“Chocolate” Thomas, feels a calling to the women 
of Bonton.
 “I have seen so many women broken like myself, 
single parents, struggling financially and who are 
without Christ,” says Chocolate. 
 Though she has lived in Bonton the last four years, 
Chocolate spent her childhood between California and 
Texas, struggling with an incarcerated mother, an 
abusive father, foster care, and the responsibility to raise 
her younger brother. 

 Thanks to the love and support of her grandparents, 
Chocolate trusted in Jesus and was baptized at age 15, 
committing her life to serving the Lord. She became a 
part of the BridgeBuilders family while helping in the 
community, and is currently raising support to become 
our next full-time Urban Missionary in Bonton.

 “I believe God is awesome, and through my life’s 
struggles He has equipped me with a special gift to 
share and bring lost souls to Christ,” says Chocolate. 
 “The women in my community are broken, but they 
have a sister in me that has seen it all, and at a very 
young age, but yet is still serving the Lord.”

DISCIPLESHIP
Urban Missionary Discipleship
Financial Development Classes

YOUTH PROGRAMS
H.I.S. Kids After-School Program
Crossover Athletics
Girls on the Run (Partner)

HEALTH, WELLNESS & RELIEF
Bonton Farms

Professional Counseling Services
Parenting Classes

Restoration Saturday

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Good-Works Company
Bonton Motor Works
Bonton Honey Company
Community Staffing Services (Partner)

Bonton Home Services, LLC
City Build (Community Development Corp.)

BRIDGES OF HOPE
Life Skills Training
Vocational Training
Mentoring
Clothes Closet

H.I.S. BridgeBuilders partners with you to employ a multi-faceted approach to poverty alleviation in 
our Dallas communities. Your support and prayers afford the opportunity to restore that which sin has 
broken, through a continuum of redemptive services, listed below.

hisbridgebuilders.org/chocolate

(l to r) Joseph at graduation, with bridgebuilders trainer william lee, and at church
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“I realized it would take a stronger force than me 
to defeat this demon that was in me. This didn’t 
mean I was weak, it didn’t mean that I was less 
than anyone else, because the Word of God says 
that we’ve all sinned. So knowing this, I finally 
surrendered, and a peace came over me.”

Along with the surrender of his own efforts, 
Joseph also faced another incarceration. He 
went to prison in 2008, 
remaining clean 
throughout this time, 
until his release on 
June 13, 2014. 

“When I first got out, I 
was just roaming around,” Joseph said. “I had 
plans when I left the penitentiary, getting my life 
back together, and reestablishing a 
relationship with my children and grandchildren.”

Joseph was then introduced to H.I.S. 
BridgeBuilders in August of 2014, calling it 
“instrumental in me getting my life back 
together.” After completing the job training 
program at BridgeBuilders, Joseph was 
connected with Community Staffing Services 
and Joni Whitehead, a partner of BridgeBuilders.

Joseph was placed in a temporary position at a 
large retailer in September of last year. After a 
short time in the temporary position and at the 

recommendation of his superiors, Joseph applied 
and was hired for a full-time job. 

“All through the Bible we read about how God 
gave favor to His people,” said Joseph. “He gave 
favor to David, He gave favor to Esther, Ruth, all 
these people He gave favor to. And, here it is, 
God chose me, to give me favor.”

In addition to work, Joseph is an active 
grandfather, a Sunday school teacher, and a 

member of the choir 
at his home church.  
He continually shares 
the truth of God’s 
redemption, despite 
the previous choices 
he’s made.

“I’m not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
I’m ashamed of the things I did, but I’m not 
ashamed of the things I’ve been through in 
my life, because this is the testimony God has 
allowed me to have.”

“BridgeBuilders has helped me to get back on 
the narrow road, instead of the broad road of 
destruction. I’m truly thankful. It’s been beneficial 
for me to learn who God really is. He’s taught me 
how to be a father, he’s taught me how to be a 
son, and He’s taught me how to be a man.”

For more of Joseph’s story, visit 
hisbridgebuilders.org/blog

I was on Death Row. Even though 
society had never sentenced me to 

death, my Creator had sentenced me to 
death. Had I not called out to Him, I’d be on 
Death Row right now.         -Joseph Blevens
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PRAYER FOCUS
student training and mentor program
Pray that our mentors will develop strong relationships 
that will prepare the students for the job market.

employment training program
Pray for our teachers  as they 

prepare students for jobs.

after school in bonton
Pray that the time spent in our after school program 
would have a positive impact on the children.

Crossover athletics program
Pray for expansion, strong and supportive parents, 

and leaders and administrators of the program.

Church mobilization
Pray for partnerships with new churches, 
resulting in more people involved in our mission.

Staff & volunteers
Pray for spiritual growth, wisdom and direction in 

their individual service and responsibility. 

grant programs
Pray for staff in charge of grants as they research 
and work on grant funding for the ministry.

This passion has been on my heart 
and I believe this is the season.       
                        -Chocolate Thomas

our NEXT urban missionary

Please join us in praying for these specific points of 
emphasis, as we continue to help bring God’s restoration 

and alleviate poverty in our Dallas communities.
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It has been 18 months since the tragic loss of my dear friend 
and our beloved founder, Mike Fechner. Thankfully, the Lord 
continues to guide us through this most difficult season. 

Many wondered, “Would BridgeBuilders continue?” To 
which I say, of course this ministry continues! Because, it 
wasn’t a man that called God to serve the poor; it was God 
who called a man and the mission to which he called him is 
at the heart of God’s enduring love for this world.  

Mike plowed the hardest ground for nearly 20 years. I know 
many days it must have seemed futile and the opposition 
almost overwhelming. We jokingly refer to this as our “12 
Step Program,” one step forward and 12 steps back! 

However, Mike’s faithful obedience laid a solid foundation 
for transforming the poorest parts of our city. After much 
trial and error, all of the component parts necessary to real 
and lasting transformation were in place when I arrived; 
we have simply ordered them in a way that will narrow our 
focus and prayerfully enlarge our impact. 

Today, BridgeBuilders stands on the cutting edge 
of urban ministry and I am convinced that it is by 
God’s providence. 

Dallas now has the 2nd fastest growing rate of poverty and 
the 3rd highest poverty rate in the U.S. Add to this the fact 
that there are more churches per capita in the Metroplex 
than any other and I think it becomes clear why God called Mike 20 years ago. 

The need for building bridges between those without hope and those who bear hope 
is greater than ever! Join us in fulfilling God’s call to restore that which sin has broken into 
something beautiful!

S. MICHAEL CRAVEN, PRESIDENT

A MESSAGE FROM MICHAEL

S. Michael Craven, President

restoring people, families, and neighborhoods adversely impacted by poverty

...it wasn’t a man that 
called God to serve the 

poor; it was God who called 
a man and the mission to 
which he called him is at the 
heart of God’s enduring love 
for this world.                                                 
                -S. Michael Craven


