
This year started with exciting gains on the Foundation front...

Daron Babcock and his team at Bonton Farms received exciting grants from the United Way and the 
Dallas Foundation, which will help fund both expansion and our new community center and market 
on the current farm location. This will enable us to deliver even more healthy food choices into more 
inner-city food deserts. 

Additionally, in early April we received a $539,450 check as a 
2015 beneficiary of The Crystal Charity Ball, which will facilitate 
the expansion of our youth sports program in South Dallas—
our largest grant ever! Not only that, but we are also thrilled 
to begin offering girls sports programs, a huge step forward in 
reaching the youth of our city.

The new director of our youth sports programs, William “Coach 
P” Pearson (pictured in the middle), is excited to take this program to new heights, and I am thrilled that he 
has the resources to move things forward.

Employment partnerships are growing
Our employment training and placement services received a boost following a renewed commitment 
from our longtime employer partner, Omni Hotels. In January, Omni Hotels committed to greatly 
expanding the scope of positions available to our job training graduates. Kudos to Sarah Conner and 
her amazing team!

Renewed commitment to mobilizing the church
I am especially excited about the launch of our revised efforts to mobilize Christians across the 
Metroplex to alleviate poverty. 

Rather than continue drawing suburban churches into urban South and West Dallas, we are working 
to equip and empower these congregations to alleviate poverty in their own backyards - through their 
own incarnational efforts. Our prayer is to see God move His people to advance His kingdom against 
all that sin has set wrong in our cities, to His glory!

Chocolate receives surprise award
I am very excited for and proud of our newest urban missionary, 
Aelicia “Chocolate” Watson. While attending the Priscilla Shirer Awaken 
Conference, Chocolate was surprised to receive the “Wide Awake Award” 
for her work in Bonton.

Together with Laura Fechner, Chocolate is working hard to reach the 
women of Bonton, running Bible studies, discipling, praying, and 
investing in the ladies of our community. 
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S. Michael Craven

After-school program is thriving
Since starting our after-school program in the fall, we have 
seen a tremendous amount of growth in our kids, while 
dealing with our fair share of adventures! 

Regina Suttle and her team have recruited just under 100 
students, and are serving about 60 kids on a daily basis. 
Each day the kids receive much-needed homework help, 
a warm meal, their share of fun, but most of all a safe, 
encouraging environment that helps them grow in the 
knowledge of the Lord and flourish.

All together, the programs and services of BridgeBuilders have never 
been better aligned or more effective in the common purpose of 
pressing the redemptive power of God’s kingdom into the darkest and 
most hopeless parts of our city. 

However, we cannot do this work alone. So, come and join us!
Help us with a financial gift today.

Our prayer is to see God move His 
people to advance His kingdom 
against all that sin has set wrong 
in our cities, to His glory!      
                                           
               -S. Michael Craven
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