
Did you know that Dallas ranks #1 in childhood poverty, #2 in the fastest growing rate of poverty, and #3 in the 
highest overall rate of poverty, among cities with a population of 1 million or more?

There have been many approaches to solving poverty in 
America since the federal government famously declared its 
“war on poverty” over 50 years ago, and yet the problem has 
continued to grow!

With your financial support BridgeBuilders is addressing the 
root causes of poverty, which are relational rather than material. 
As a Christian, you know that all suffering and deprivation stems 
from our broken relationship with God, self, others and creation 
(cf. Genesis 3). Without addressing the foundations, there is 
little hope of solving the plaguing problem of modern poverty.

You can help break the destructive cycle of family dissolution, 
out-of-wedlock birth, and low academic achievement that foster 
and sustain material poverty. Your financial support enables us 
to bring individuals into a saving relationship with Christ. This is 
the first and most essential step in breaking the cycle of destructive choices that create and maintain material 
poverty in our city.

However, the work doesn’t stop here; it begins!

Persons born into a culture of entitlement and dependency often think 
there is no other way but to enter and remain in dependence upon the 
state, or to enter into criminality. This is NOT God’s way! 

BridgeBuilders maintains missionaries in South Dallas that work to 
reconcile people to God through Christ, thereby giving them a new nature, 
followed by an array of redemptive programs and services in our West 
Dallas location that teach the poor how to live in right relationship with 
themselves, others and creation—what the Bible calls shalom.

From the point of missionary contact, we begin by helping the poor acquire 
essential life skills, spiritual growth, employment training and finally job 
placement, thereby breaking the cycle of poverty in individuals, families 
and the community.

Just last year, we served 251 individuals through our BridgeBuilders WORK 
program, connecting people with and/or providing transitional support, 
financial education, professional attire, essential food supplies, temporary 
shelter and 91 full-time jobs! 

Your support makes this possible!  
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Two recent Bridges of Hope graduates put in 
some time studying. Every five weeks up to 15 

students graduate from the program. 

BridgeBuilders Urban Missionary Aelicia “Chocolate” Watson 
and Ben Brown celebrate at Bonton Farms



In addition, your gifts enable us to serve over 90 
children and families in our After-School program, 
with spiritual development and much-needed 
academic support in a community in which only 
49% graduate high school. 

More than 150 children and families are being 
served through our sports program where 
kids are able to enjoy athletic competition 
in a Christ-centered environment, learning 
essential social and life skills (82% of those 
participating in our sports program graduated 
from high school last year!).

This summer, we will serve more than 60 
families through a combination of recreational 
and academic programs, spiritual and character 
development programs, and summer camps with help from partners such as Sky Ranch and numerous churches 
from around the city.

Last year, we launched our first ever ministry to the women in South Dallas. Today, women in the community are 
gathering for Bible studies, meeting with our professional counselors and getting support to overcome their many 
challenges as they strive to create family stability.

You can help break the destructive cycle of poverty through your financial support! 

God’s Word includes more than 300 verses on the poor, expressing God’s deep concern for those in poverty. Your gifts 
allow us to express this concern in a holistic, gospel-centric way that actually cures the plague of poverty. 

Please consider making a donation today so we can continue to press God’s kingdom into the impoverished 
areas of our city, building His church, and demonstrating to a watching world that Jesus is the King of Kings who 
has promised to make all things new!

Thank you!

S. Michael Craven

P.S. -  All of these programs are supported entirely by charitable 
donations. BridgeBuilders does not and (will not) receive any 
Federal funding. It is only Christians like you who make this work 
possible. Please give generously and help break the cycle of poverty 
in our city through the power of the gospel. 
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The kids at the After-School Program are always up for a picture

S. Michael Craven, President


