William “Coach P” Pearson is the director of the BridgeBuilders KIDS youth sports programs in Bonton.
This summer we have been faithfully putting on the S.A.F.E. Camps at Turner Courts Gym in Bonton. Thanks to
your support, the kids of Bonton have had the unique opportunity to train in various athletic abilities, as well as
develop character and academic skills.
We have offered camps for drill team, basketball, cheerleading, cooking, among many others. Additionally, it has
been a fun experience to see the kids go to places like Hawaiian Falls and Flight Deck, places they likely wouldn’t
be able to experience outside of our camps. And the best part of all, your generosity made this possible!
But it has been far more than a few fun days in Bonton this summer, there is real change happening. When
summer started, the kids came in weary and unexcited. Our team really struggled to inspire the kids at first.
Initially our challenges to improve and work hard were rejected. The kids didn’t understand what it meant to
be challenged. In fact, some took offense to being pushed to be better. So, we have spent the summer teaching
them that being challenged is not about conflict, it’s about pushing them to succeed in whatever they are doing.
There has been no better example than the girls participating in our drill team camp. From the beginning
we pushed them to be perfect… and they pushed back! After working with them for weeks and consistently
reminding them to strive for perfection, we went to a showcase at Duncanville Fieldhouse.
As they walked up to perform in front of about 200 people, I heard one young girl in the group shout out, “come
on, y’all, let’s be perfect!” And they did a fantastic job! They left that performance validated in their hard work,
and with a new understanding for why we were pushing them to succeed.
What I love about sports is that it helps impart crucial life lessons; this summer has taught the kids
that life doesn’t give you what you want, it gives you what you earn.
This is where we need your help! We are building momentum. The kids are learning. They are being challenged and
growing in their knowledge and character. We cannot afford for this momentum to stop with the start of school!		
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(left to right) some dribbling work, the dance camp listens intently to their coach, and the cooking class awaits the day’s reward

With another school year comes the launch
of several significant programs geared toward
the kids of Bonton. First, I Got Your Back, our
annual school supply drive, will be August 20.
Quickly following, starting in September we
will ramp up our After-School Program, where
almost 100 kids come daily for homework help,
tutorials, fun, and a hot meal.
We will also be tipping off boys and girls
basketball and cheerleading this fall. It is a busy
time for BridgeBuilders KIDS!
All of these programs need your support. Your
gift to BridgeBuilders helps us provide these
Kids in the After-School Program working in the computer lab
and other much-needed programs in the
community. This summer we are planting seeds of hope in these children. Together we must continue to water
and nurture those seeds to see roots go down, as God gives the growth.
This is your opportunity to be on the front lines of solving the problem… God style!
Please consider making a gift today. You and your partnership allow us, together, to end poverty in our city in
one generation! Thank you!

Coach P

William Pearson
Director of Youth Sports Programs

P.S. - We take seriously the idea that the generational strongholds will
be broken. We don’t say it naively, we can cure poverty in one generation,
but it takes time, and it takes hard work. We are putting in this time and
work, and affecting change in these students’ lives. Please consider joining
us in this battle, together as the Church, to cure poverty!
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