
 

 

 

Senate of College Councils 

February 20, 2014 

Policy Brief: S.R. 1310 

IN SUPPORT OF EXPANDING THE USE OF LECTURE CAPTURE IN CLASSROOMS 

 

Purpose: 
To expand the use and installation of lecture capture technology in classrooms to help 

accommodate students with disabilities and improve the quality of education for all students. 
 

Background: 
The University of Texas at Austin is always striving to provide the best tools for its professors and 

students and to improve the quality of education.  After some research, numbers show that students perform 
better consistently when lectures are recorded and available for students to watch again.  The note-taking 
system set up by the Services for Students with Disabilities does not provide equal and reliable 
accommodations for students that have a disability.  Lecture capture is set up in different classrooms 
throughout campus and many students and professors are seeing its benefits and necessity. There are 
multiple financially viable plans for lecture capture expansion.  For example, The College of Liberal Arts is 
rolling out a pilot program starting in August 2014 that will have students pay a small fee for lecture capture 
accessibility, to help pay for the installations.  Colleges have budget set aside for technology advancements in 
classrooms and the university also has a budget for fulfilling the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  This legislation is to show student support for expanding lecture capture for equality and 
improvement in education; it is out of our scope to propose a financial plan. Although some teachers worry 
about attendance, research also shows that lecture capture was a helpful supplemental tool, not a substitute 
of attending class.  Attendance policies can be enacted for these problems.  Lecture capture is also an 
optional tool, allowing each professor to make his or her own decisions in using the tool. 

 
Main Points: 

We propose that lecture capture be installed in more classrooms across campus, both to 
accommodate students with disabilities and to promote quality education as a leader of classroom 
technology advancements. 
 
Questions to Consider: 

• How can we pay for the installation? 
• Won’t students skip class and just watch the videos later?  
• What if professors don’t want to use lecture capture? 
• How does lecture capture work?  
 

 
 
	  


