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BACKGROUND  Study Abroad courses and programs provide students with 
opportunities to immerse themselves in global cultures and learn 
academic subjects in a new perspective. However, there is no current 
online system to identify the compatibility of these courses and 
programs to each individual student’s degree plan, and thus some 
programs may hinder a student’s plan for graduation. 

  

PURPOSE  To create a study abroad course equivalency database within the 
Interactive Degree Audit, thus providing students a database to 
determine which study abroad courses count towards their degree 
plan. 

  

SUMMARY  Students have difficulty locating study abroad courses which are 

eligible for transfer into their degree plan. 

 To provide the best resource to finding equivalent study abroad 

courses, the University of Texas at Austin should create a tab in the 

IDA for students to run a foreign course equivalency search for 

their degree. 

 The implementation of such a tab will create a clearer system for 

students in the study abroad process and allow students to find 

equivalent degree courses with greater efficiency. 

 

  

WHEREAS SUMMARY 

  

lines 7 through 13:  

  

  

 

lines 15 through 17: 

Resources, such as Study Abroad Advisors and a searchable program 

database are available to students to determine foreign course 

equivalency, but are extremely fragmented and unclear. 

 

Due to large number of degree plans and study abroad programs 



 
 

  

  

  

 

lines 19 through 20: 

  

  

lines 22 through 24: 

  

  

lines 26 through 28: 

  

   

lines 30 through 32: 

   

 

lines 34 through 37: 

 

 

lines 39 through 42: 

 

 

lines 44 through 47: 

 

 

lines 49 through 53: 

available, advisers lack information regarding how degree plans will be 

affected by each study abroad course. 

 

 

A large number of students do not receive intended credit for the courses 

they took. 

 

There is currently a system which allows students to plan out credits from 

American Colleges only. 

 

The Study Abroad office is finalizing a foreign course equivalency system, 

but does not integrate with IDA. 

 

Many comparison schools have foreign course equivalency systems, but 

have integrated them within a personalized audit system. 

 

Commission of 125 argues that UT must maintain leadership in technology 

to reach goals. 

 

Commission of 125 states that UT has the capability to develop the 

technology systems to “meet the demands of a 21st century University.” 

 

University of Texas has opportunity to be a pioneer in integrating foreign 

courses with a personal degree audit. 

 

The University of Texas ranks 3rd in number of Study Abroad students 
therefore is obligated to provide those students with an organized 
reference. 
 

  

RESOLVED SUMMARY 

 

lines 55 through 57:  

 
 

lines 59 through 60: 

 

 

lines 62 through 64: 

 
The Senate of College Councils supports an addition of a foreign courses 
tab to the IDA Planner. 
 
Equal weight should be given to foreign transfer courses on the IDA 
Planner. 
 
The office of the Registrar works with the SAO and Academic Enrichment 
Committee to create an efficient interface for the proposed database. 



 
 
  

  

SENT TO Executive Vice President and Provost Steven Leslie, Associate Vice 
President and Registrar Shelby Stanfield, Senior Administrative Associate 
for the Interactive Degree Audit Debbie Miller, Director for Study Abroad 
Heather Hamir, and Assistant Director for Study Abroad Heather 
Thompson.   

  

NEXT STEPS IF 
PASSED 

 Announce changes to students. 

 Work with the Study Abroad Office to help provide a database 

of all current study abroad courses. 

 Integrate said courses with IDA so students may audit their degree 

plans while taking account study abroad courses. 

 Promote further awareness of the new system. 

  

CONTACT INFO Fransisco Tamayo (fransiscotamayo@gmail.com) 

Emily Van Duyn (emily_vanduyn@yahoo.com) 

 

  
 
 


