
 

 

December 2, 2010 1 

S.R. 1010 2 

 3 

Title: In Support of Additional Funding for the University of Texas at Austin 4 
 5 

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the State of Texas mandates that a university be established 6 

“of the first class” to be styled “The University of Texas” that endeavors to 7 

achieve educational excellence and the highest possible scholastic prestige; and, 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, The Committee of 125 made sixteen recommendations designed to enhance the 10 

academic experience at the University of Texas, and the financial resources of the 11 

university do not allow the freedom to invest strategically in the initiatives that 12 

will produce students and research of the highest quality; and, 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, Texas Governor Rick Perry is “convinced that education is the most important 15 

investment a state can make in its people”
1
 and that he “[strives] to ensure that 16 

Texas institutions of higher education are providing students the best chance at a 17 

better life”
2
 by “aligning the higher education standards more closely with the 18 

needs of business”
3
; and, 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, Governor Perry sent a letter to state agencies requesting each to “submit a plan to 21 

identify savings in priority increments”
4
 that “minimize the impact on direct 22 

services,”
5
 thereby directly including the University of Texas, which is a state 23 

agency; and, 24 

 25 

WHEREAS, State funding for the University of Texas will decrease by $29
6
 million under this 26 

savings plan, and a collective statement that expresses the voice of the student 27 

body is a necessary and responsible step to address the fundamental problems 28 

behind these budget cuts; and, 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, The University, in response to state budget constraints, has recently cut the 31 

Vietnamese program, which consisted of one lecturer; the Spanish Department 32 

substantially decreased the number of introductory classes offered during the 33 

Spring 2010 semester, and the Spanish curriculum has been redesigned to meet 34 

mandated budget constraints, among numerous other, smaller reductions in 35 

university offerings; and, 36 
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 37 
WHEREAS, The Report of the Second Task Force on Enrollment Strategy recognized the 38 

importance of having “adequate resources”
7
 in order to concurrently “provide a 39 

graduate and undergraduate education second to none”
8
 and “continue to increase 40 

the percentage of undergraduates who complete their degrees”
9
 and at the same 41 

time set tuition at a level that keeps the University of Texas “an economically 42 

viable choice”
10

; and, 43 

 44 
WHEREAS, The Report additionally recommended that the size of the faculty be increased in 45 

order to reduce the student-faculty to 1:16, “while maintaining the high quality of 46 

[the] faculty,”
11

 so that the University can be “internationally renowned for its 47 

teaching, research, and service to society”
12

; and, 48 

 49 
WHEREAS, The Report calls for the creation of interdisciplinary degree programs that “have 50 

academic rigor comparable to . . . current major programs,”
13

 but do not “put an 51 

excessive burden on the teaching capacity of any one department or college”
14

; 52 

and, 53 

 54 
WHEREAS, The Boyer Report informally defines a research institution as “[offering] almost 55 

unlimited opportunities”
15

 to include the “expectation of an opportunity for work 56 

with talented senior researchers”
16

 and “many options among fields of study and 57 

directions to move within those fields,”
17

 both of which have financial constraints; 58 

and, 59 

 60 
WHEREAS, The Commission of 125 recommended the University “consistently make the best 61 

use of its facilities,”
18

 as there is “a backlog of critical maintenance and 62 

renovation projects, largely the result of the aging of the campus and inadequate 63 

resources,”
19

 as it endeavors to ensure that the substantive quality of its “libraries, 64 

museums, and information technology resources . . . rank with those of the best 65 

universities of the world”
20

; and, 66 

 67 
WHEREAS, The Commission of 125 advocated for more “effective academic advising and 68 

[having] access to a mentor,”
21

 services that are negatively impacted by 69 
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administrative cutbacks, and an increase in “campus residence-hall capacity”
22

 in 70 

order to “[improve] the sense of community that encourages strong bonding with 71 

the institution”
23

; and, 72 

 73 
WHEREAS, The University should “recruit the very best graduate students”

24
 by offering 74 

competitive compensation, because “the graduate and professional programs of 75 

The University of Texas make crucial contributions to the economic, intellectual, 76 

and cultural strength of Texas”
25

 as Governor Rick Perry recognized in his effort 77 

to raise higher education standards; and, 78 

 79 
WHEREAS, The full achievement of all these objectives will probably be delayed, at the 80 

expense of reversing measurable progress, because the University of Texas does 81 

not receive the necessary financial resources from the state to implement the 82 

recommendations of the Commission, further defined and supplemented by the 83 

recommendations of the Report of the Second Task Force on Enrollment Strategy; 84 

and, 85 

 86 
WHEREAS, The University needs additional state funding to implement these 87 

recommendations “in the interest of making The University of greater service to 88 

the state and to society by realizing the goal of elevating The University of Texas 89 

from a fine and respected university to the best”
26

; therefore, be it, 90 

 91 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils appreciates the financial difficulties 92 

associated with the current budgetary situation facing the state of Texas and 93 

realizes the existence of legitimate restrictions on the public funding of higher 94 

education, but recognizes that the Texas Legislature is committed to helping the 95 

University of Texas become the best public research institution in the nation; and, 96 

be it further 97 

 98 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils requests the Governor of Texas and the 99 

Texas Legislature help the University meet the curriculum reform goals set out in 100 

the Commission report by discussing options to return state funding for the 101 

University of Texas at Austin to the pre-recession levels of the Eightieth 102 

Legislative Session, upon the convening of the Eighty-Second Legislature, as 103 

economic recovery permits; and, be it further 104 

 105 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils takes this initiative so that the University 106 

may fully and completely implement the recommendations of the Commission of 107 

125; and be it further 108 

 109 
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RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to Governor of Texas Rick Perry, Lieutenant 110 

Governor David Dewhurst, The University of Texas System Board of Regents, 111 

University of Texas at Austin President William Powers, Jr. Executive Vice-112 

President and Provost Steven Leslie, and all College Deans. 113 
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