
 

 

January 27, 2011 1 

S.R. 1011 2 

 3 

Title: In Support of Including Academic Conduct as a Criterion in Qualifying for 4 

Honors Day Titles and Ceremony. 5 
 6 

WHEREAS, Inclusion in the University of Texas Honors Day program and the accompanying 7 

designation of “College Scholar” or “Distinguished College Scholar” recognizes 8 

students who have distinguished themselves through superior academic 9 

performance; and, 10 

 11 

WHEREAS, Honors Day is a campus tradition that celebrates academic excellence every year 12 

and that includes students from every academic school and college on campus; 13 

and, 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, This distinction serves to recognize achievements and reinforce behaviors that 16 

represent academic excellence at UT; and,  17 

 18 
WHEREAS, Qualifications for participation in Honors Day ceremonies include “the 19 

completion of at least sixty semester hours of college coursework,” the attainment 20 

of a class rank within their respective college or school better than 20%, and the 21 

attainment of “an in-residence University grade point average of at least 3.50
1
;” 22 

and, 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, Currently a student‟s academic conduct is not included in the criteria used to 25 

determine qualification for Honors Day participation; and, 26 

 27 
WHEREAS, „Academic conduct‟ refers specifically to good standing with regards to the 28 

university‟s Honor Code and the Core Values espoused therein as well as the 29 

general academic policies furnished by the Office of the Dean of Students
2
; and, 30 

 31 

WHEREAS, Recommendation 11 in the Commission of 125 Report states that “The Honor 32 

Code should be assimilated into the culture of the campus”; and, 33 

 34 

WHEREAS, Student Judicial Services uses a clearly defined and publicly-available set of 35 

criteria and procedures
3
 to determine a student‟s culpability in an instance where a 36 

violation involving the University Honor Code or academic policies has occurred, 37 
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assuring a fair and thorough process of investigation and decision-making in 38 

which the student is given resources and avenues in which to defend himself or 39 

herself; and 40 

 41 

WHEREAS, Records of a student‟s academic conduct are maintained by the Office of the Dean 42 

of Students
4
 and could be accessed in order to determine whether a student ought 43 

to qualify for Honors Day based on a good history of upholding the University‟s 44 

Honor Code and Core Values while attaining the academic achievements being 45 

recognized; and, 46 

 47 

WHEREAS, The eligibility criteria for the Honors Day program are determined by Faculty 48 

Council and have recently been made more rigorous for 2011 and beyond; and, 49 

 50 

WHEREAS, These recent changes did not include any mention of a student‟s standing with 51 

regards to academic conduct; and, 52 

 53 

WHEREAS, Including academic conduct as a consideration in eligibility for Honors Day and 54 

the accompanying designations as “College Scholar” or “Distinguished College 55 

Scholar” would reinforce the importance the University places on academic 56 

integrity, the Honor Code and its Core Values, especially as it concerns students 57 

whose behavior and achievements are being recognized as exemplary; therefore, 58 

be it, 59 

 60 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils supports using a student‟s history of 61 

academic conduct as it relates to upholding the Honor Code, Core Values and the 62 

general academic policies of the University as described by the Office of the Dean 63 

of Students as a criteria in determining eligibility for Honors Day participation; 64 

and be it further 65 

 66 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils strongly recommends that a student‟s 67 

eligibility in terms of academic conduct relate only to the semester for which the 68 

designation is being considered, so as to avoid protracted exclusion for a one time 69 

offense; and be it further  70 

 71 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils charges Faculty Council to consider the 72 

inclusion of this criteria in the eligibility rules they publish in the General 73 

Information Catalog, and that they work with the necessary campus offices to add 74 

this criteria to the eligibility calculations performed by the Office of the Registrar 75 

to determine which students qualify for participation in Honors Day; and be it 76 

further  77 

 78 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to the Faculty Council, the Dean of Students, the 79 

Office of Student Judicial Services, the Office of the President, the Office of the 80 

Provost, and the University Ombudsperson.  81 

 82 
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