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BACKGROUND  Eligibility requirements for Honors Day were recently made more 
rigorous, but still do not take into account a student’s academic conduct 
during the semesters being recognized. 

  

PURPOSE  To make it such that a student must not have been found guilty of 
violating the University Honor Code and academic policies during the 
semesters that the awarding of Honors Day participation and titles 
seek to recognize.  

  

SUMMARY  The University community, including the Senate of College Councils has 
repeatedly emphasized the importance placed on academic integrity 
and achieving success through honorable means, as described by the 
Honor Code and the academic policies of the University. 

 This commonly held belief and value system is not emphasized during 
Honors Day celebrations where UT recognizes its students’ most 
outstanding academic achievements.  

 This resolution seeks to include academic conduct as a criterion in 
determining a student’s eligibility for Honors Day in order to 
emphasize the role honor and integrity play in true academic success 
and achievement at UT. 

  

WHEREAS SUMMARY 

  

lines 7-26 
 
 
lines 28-33 
 
 
lines 35-46 
 
 
 

General description of Honors Day, including its purpose and current 
general qualifications for eligibility. 
 
Describes what is meant by ‘academic conduct’ and why it ought to be 
included as an eligibility criterion for Honors Day. 
 
Discusses the process by which SJS would determine whether a student 
should not be permitted to participate in Honors Day based on poor 
academic conduct, and notes that a set of records that could be used to 
verify a student’s history of academic conduct already exist. 



 
 
 
lines 48-59 

 
Explains that eligibility criteria for Honors Day has recently been made 
more rigorous but does not include academic conduct as a criterion, and 
further explains why it should be added as a criterion.  
 

  

RESOLVES SUMMARY 

 
lines 61-65 
 
 
lines 67-70 

 
States Senate’s support for including academic conduct as a criterion in 
determining a student’s eligibility for Honors Day participation and titles. 
 
States Senate’s belief that students who fail to meet eligibility 
requirements due to violation of the Honor Code or academic policies 
should be excluded from Honors Day only for the semester in which the 
violation took place. 
 
Charges Faculty Council to make any changes necessary to quickly 
integrate a student’s academic conduct into the eligibility calculations that 
determine a students qualifications for Honors Day participation. Faculty 
Council must vote on and implement any changes to Honors Day Eligibility 
Rules.  
 

  

SENT TO Faculty Council, the Dean of Students, the Office of Student Judicial 
Services, the Office of the President, the Office of the Provost, and the 
University Ombudsperson.  

  

NEXT STEPS IF 
PASSED 

 Presenting legislation in Faculty Council that would call for the 
implementation of the recommendations make by this Senate 
Resolution. 

  

CONTACT INFO Drew Finke, Vice-President, Senate of College Councils 
drewfinke@austin.utexas.edu 

 

  
 
 


