
 

 

March 10, 2011 1 

S.R. 1015 2 

 3 

Title: In Support of Creating a University-Wide One Time Exception Policy 4 
 5 

WHEREAS, Current university policy only allows students to drop courses after the mid-6 

semester mark for substantiated, non-academic circumstances
1
; and,  7 

 8 

WHEREAS, Colleges such as the College of Natural Sciences
2
, the School of Architecture, and 9 

the School of Nursing, currently grant students One-Time Exceptions; and, 10 

 11 

WHEREAS, A One-Time Exception (OTE) is a Q-Drop after the Q/F drop deadline and prior 12 

to the last class day, assuming that a student has not completed the final 13 

coursework in the class; and, 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, Discrepancy between university policy and current practices in individual 16 

colleges causes academic inequity and unnecessary confusion for students; and, 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, The College of Natural Sciences employs OTE‟s in large part to combat college 19 

readiness issues; and,  20 

 21 

WHEREAS, Colleges that have open admissions policies have to accept all incoming students, 22 

regardless of their preparedness for college coursework; and, 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, The average SAT score for students from open colleges is 70 points lower than 25 

the average SAT score for students from colleges that are permitted to employ 26 

selective admissions
3
; and, 27 

 28 

WHEREAS, Most large, lecture-based introductory courses are “graded with three or four 29 

major exams”
4
 that make up the student‟s grades; and, 30 

 31 

WHEREAS, Students may not receive scores from their first midterm until after the Q-Drop 32 

deadline
5
; and, 33 

 34 

WHEREAS, A late Q-Drop deadline gives students “more assessment data” to allow them to 35 

be able to better evaluate their position in the class
6
; and, 36 
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 37 

WHEREAS, Students wishing to internally transfer to a different college at The University of 38 

Texas at Austin need to have a minimum 2.0 GPA depending on the college; and, 39 

 40 

WHEREAS, Students who fail a class their first or second semester fall into a vicious cycle of 41 

being stuck in a college they may not be able to handle academically; and, 42 

 43 

WHEREAS, Failing a course should not permanently affect a first-time student‟s chance for 44 

academic redemption later on in his or her college career; and, 45 

 46 

WHEREAS, First-year academic struggles apply to students across all colleges and not just 47 

students in open colleges
7
; and,  48 

 49 

WHEREAS, First-year students who appear academically adept to handle the coursework at 50 

The University of Texas at Austin may not yet realize the necessity of disciplined 51 

study habits in a college environment; and, 52 

 53 

WHEREAS, College-specific challenges may exist that go outside the realm of college 54 

readiness issues and require colleges to adopt specific measures not addressed in 55 

university policy; and, 56 

 57 

WHEREAS, The School of Architecture allows its students one opportunity to drop a course 58 

after the deadline in their tenure at the college; and, 59 

 60 

WHEREAS, The Architecture degree plan contains “several transition points” and “problem 61 

courses” are not necessarily taken in the first semester
8
; and, 62 

 63 

WHEREAS, OTE‟s at Architecture are relatively rare and are most often used to combat 64 

“egregiously bad choice of timing or error of judgment in attempting a course”
9
 65 

that the student is not ready for; and, 66 

 67 

WHEREAS, The School of Nursing allows students one OTE only in their first semester at the 68 

university; and, 69 

 70 

WHEREAS, Students in the School of Nursing take a rigorous series of natural science courses 71 

in their first two years and need to maintain a 3.5 GPA in order to advance to 72 

upper-division coursework
10

; and,  73 

 74 

WHEREAS, The University of Minnesota currently has a “one-time only” late drop policy
11

; 75 

and, 76 
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 77 

WHEREAS, UCLA
12

, along with the University of Pennsylvania
13

, University of Maryland
14

 78 

and the University of Colorado
15

 all have varying, college-by-college permissible 79 

late-drop policies; and, 80 

 81 

WHEREAS, The Boyer Report states that the first year “must be the bridge between high 82 

school and home on the one side and the more open and more independent world 83 

of the research university on the other”
16

; and, 84 

 85 

WHEREAS, The Boyer Report states that if a research university does not perform this 86 

function successfully, “the entire university experience is at risk”
17

; and, 87 

 88 

WHEREAS, The Boyer Report continues that “radical change is thus essential to make the 89 

[first] year successful, a period of perhaps the fastest growth a student experiences 90 

during the college years”
18

; and, 91 

 92 

WHEREAS, The Task Force on Curricular Reform states that “While some students come to 93 

the University knowing what they will eventually study, many others flounder 94 

while searching for a fitting program and major”
19

; and, 95 

 96 

WHEREAS, The Task Force on Curricular Reform continues that “First-year students will 97 

benefit from more time to explore the academic landscape and discover their 98 

intellectual interests and passions”
20

; therefore, be it, 99 

 100 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils recommends the creation of a standard, 101 

university-wide policy that permits individual colleges to allow One Time 102 

Exceptions; and, be it further 103 

 104 

RESOLVED, That the following minimum guidelines be set for the university-wide policy 105 

 106 

1) a student must be in his or her first two long semesters as an undergraduate at 107 

the University; 108 

 109 

2) the student must have a „D‟ or an „F‟ at the time of the request;  110 

 111 

3) the student has not completed the final coursework for the class; 112 

 113 

4) the student receives only one One-Time Exception in his or her tenure at the 114 
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University;  115 

 116 

5) students must meet with their advisors to go through the course-dropping 117 

process; and, be it further 118 

 119 

RESOLVED, That individual colleges can opt-in to this policy at the college‟s discretion; 120 

 121 

RESOLVED, That prior to making a decision of whether or not to opt-in to this policy, college 122 

administrators should consult with students, faculty members, and academic 123 

advisers regarding the decision; and, be it further 124 

 125 

RESOLVED, That students are notified about the One Time Exception in a manner decided by 126 

the college; and, be it further 127 

 128 

RESOLVED, That colleges that wish to allow One Time Exceptions outside the realm of the 129 

stated guidelines must get their guidelines/policies approved by the Faculty 130 

Council‟s Educational Policy Committee; and, be it further 131 

 132 
RESOLVED,That this resolution be sent to Executive Vice President and Provost Steven Leslie, 133 

members of the Faculty Council‟s Educational Policy Committee, members of the 134 

Academic Counselors Association‟s Executive Board, and all College Deans 135 
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