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October 5, 2005 1 

S.R. 201 2 

 3 

Title: Responding to the Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Faculty Council 4 

to Study the Status of the Course Instructor Survey Program 5 

 6 

 7 
Whereas,  the Senate of College Councils supports the consideration of pedagogical 8 

efficacy in the promotion and tenure process at the University of Texas; and 9 

 10 

Whereas,  the Course Instructor Survey (CIS) program serves as a useful tool in the 11 

continued improvement of teaching quality and effectiveness across the 12 

University; and 13 

 14 
Whereas,  both the subjective and objective portions

1
 of the Course Instructor Survey can 15 

be useful both to faculty members who seek to improve their teaching and to 16 

those involved in promotion and tenure decisions; and 17 

 18 
Whereas,  the subjective portion of the Course Instructor Survey provides an important 19 

context for the objective portion and allows students to provide more 20 

meaningful feedback; and 21 

 22 

Whereas,  in order to be reliable, any data collected by the Course Instructor Survey, 23 

whether objective or subjective, must be considered in the aggregate; isolated 24 

comments from a single student may not accurately represent the performance 25 

of an instructor; and 26 

 27 

Whereas,  the cost of administering and storing the Course Instructor Survey in its current 28 

form might be reduced if alternative methods of administering the Survey were 29 

implemented; and 30 

 31 

Whereas,  there are concerns that a student’s privacy would be compromised if their 32 

handwriting on the subjective portion of the CIS were identified; now, 33 

therefore, be it 34 

 35 

Resolved,  that both the subjective and objective portions should continue to be 36 

components of the official Course Instructor Survey; and be it further 37 

 38 

Resolved,  that the University should take steps to ensure unobstructed faculty access to 39 

both portions of the Course Instructor Survey; and be it further 40 

                                                 
1
 Currently, the CIS consists of two parts: an objective portion which requires the student to select responses to 

standard questions from a finite range of possibilities and a subjective portion which allows the student to include 

written comments.  
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 41 

Resolved,  that the University should consider administering the Course Instructor Survey 42 

through an online form in order to reduce cost and allay privacy concerns
2
; and 43 

be it further 44 

 45 

Resolved,  that the University should reaffirm that, while both the objective and subjective 46 

sections will continue to be used in promotion and tenure decisions, no such 47 

data should be considered unless it reflects a general consensus among the 48 

students surveyed; and be it further 49 

 50 

Resolved,   that this resolution will be sent to the members of the Faculty Council, the 51 

Provost, and the President.   52 

 53 

 54 

Authors:  Cale McDowell, Chairman 55 

 Kate Nanney, Vice Chair 56 

 57 

Sponsor:  Senate Executive Board 58 

                                                 
2
 The University should consider the possibility of requiring all students to complete both sections of the CIS for each 

class electronically and barring registration for any student who does not complete a mandatory survey. This would 

eliminate the risk that a bimodal sample of students (those with compelling negative views and those with compelling 

positive views) would respond by ensuring that all students complete the survey. 


