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 3 

Title: Response to the Report of the Task Force on Curricular Reform: Thematic 4 

Strands 5 

 6 

WHEREAS,  it is the role of the core curriculum of the University of Texas 7 

   to “produce informed, critical thinkers”
1
; and, 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, the Commission of 125 Report reports that the current core curriculum 10 

“fails to equip undergraduates with a core body of knowledge essential to 11 

a well-balanced education”; and,
2
 12 

 13 

WHEREAS, the University seeks to provide a “more coherent and integrated structure 14 

for undergraduate education”
3
; and,  15 

 16 

WHEREAS, the Task Force on Curricular Reform recommends that in order to create a 17 

more coherent and integrated structure, “the University develop thematic 18 

strands of courses throughout the core curriculum”; and, 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, thematic strands of courses provide a unique learning opportunity which 21 

enhances the educational and real world skills to the highest degree; and, 22 

 23 
WHEREAS, building coherent strands of courses allows faculty to extend the education 24 

of students beyond the classroom and allows such faculty to develop 25 

courses which challenge the normal boundaries of a university course; 26 

and, 27 

  28 
WHEREAS, the proposed “thematic strands” would organize the current “à la carte” 29 

system, making it more accessible to incoming freshmen; and, 30 

    31 

WHEREAS, the Senate of College Councils previously recommended University-wide 32 

expansion of the Connexus Bridging Disciplines Program that “facilitates 33 

study across disciplinary boundaries and responds to the problem of 34 

curricular fragmentation”
4
; now, therefore, be it 35 

 36 

                                                 
1
 Report of the Task Force on Curricular Reform 

2
 The Commission of 125 Report continues, “For too many degree plans, the current curriculum resembles little 

   more than a vast à la carte menu.” 
3
 Report of the Task Force on Curricular Reform 

4
 S.R.104 



RESOLVED, that the Senate of College Councils endorses the recommendation of the 37 

Task Force on Curricular Reform to create thematic strands through the 38 

core curriculum; and, 39 

 40 

RESOLVED, that this resolution will be sent to the Provost, the President’s Office, the 41 

Faculty Council, the Faculty Council Education Policy Committee, and 42 

the Office of Student Affairs. 43 

 44 
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