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March 8, 2006 1 

S.R. 310 2 
 3 

Title: Encouraging the Placement of the Honor Code on Course Syllabi 4 
 5 

WHEREAS, the Honor Code reads, “The core values of The University of Texas at 6 

Austin are learning, discovery, freedom, leadership, individual opportunity 7 

and responsibility.  Each member of the University is expected to uphold 8 

these values through integrity, honest, trust, fairness, and respect toward 9 

peers and community.”; and, 10 

 11 

WHEREAS, former President Larry Faulkner called upon students to establish an honor 12 

code and commended the Senate of College Councils for its work in that 13 

endeavor; and, 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, the Honor Code was recognized and formally adopted by President 16 

Faulkner and the University on April 29th, 2004; and, 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, in its Operational Recommendation Eleven, the Commission of 125 19 

declared that  “the Honor Code should be assimilated into the culture of 20 

the campus and made relevant to the lives of all members of The 21 

University of Texas community”; and, 22 

 23 

WHEREAS, the report of The Commission of 125 goes on to state “[e]very student, 24 

faculty member, and staff member should assume individual responsibility 25 

for upholding the reputation, values, and academic integrity of The 26 

University of Texas at Austin”; and, 27 

 28 

WHEREAS, the report of The Commission of 125 goes on to state “[e]very student, 29 

faculty member, and staff member should assume individual responsibility 30 

for upholding the reputation, values, and academic integrity of The 31 

University of Texas at Austin”; and, 32 

 33 
WHEREAS, the Office of the President has shown a commitment to integrity and the 34 

promotion of the University’s Honor Code, particularly by financially 35 

supporting and actively participating in events such as IntegrityUT Week; 36 

and,  37 

 38 

WHEREAS, the mission of The University of Texas at Austin is to produce high 39 

quality scholars who excel in their particular field of study; and, 40 

 41 
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WHEREAS, professors seek to accomplish this mission by educating students inside 42 

the classroom; and, 43 

 44 
WHEREAS, syllabi are the core documents that shape the guidelines and procedures of 45 

a classroom; and, 46 

 47 
WHEREAS, the Ombudsperson of the University of Texas at Austin has called upon 48 

professors to standardize course syllabi to reduce confusion about 49 

expectations
1
; and, 50 

 51 
WHEREAS, research from other major campuses shows that universities with a highly 52 

visible and integrated honor code have substantially lower rates of 53 

cheating
2
; and, 54 

 55 

WHEREAS, cheating on campus leads to the lowering of the overall value of a degree;  56 

therefore; be it, 57 

 58 

RESOLVED, the Senate of College Councils recommends that the Faculty Council 59 

require faculty to include the Honor Code in all course syllabi; be it 60 

further, 61 

 62 
RESOLVED, the Senate of College Councils also recommends that syllabi provide more 63 

thorough information on what constitutes breaches of the Honor Code; 64 

and, be it further, 65 

  66 

RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution will be sent to the Office of the President, the 67 

Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost, the Office of the Vice 68 

President for Student Affairs, the Office of the Dean of Students, the 69 

College Deans, the Faculty Council Executive Board and Student Judicial 70 

Services. 71 

 72 
Authors: Stephen Myers (Chair, Students for Academic Integrity), Reid Long (Vice Chair, 73 

Students for Academic Integrity) 74 
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 Brochure from the Office of the Ombudsperson 

2
 The Center for Academic Integrity “The Fundamental Values of Academic Integrity” 
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