
 

 

September 27, 2007 1 
S.R. 403 2 
 3 
Title: Supporting the Creation of a Committee to Address the reforms outlined in 4 

“Framing the Future: Reforming Intercollegiate Athletics,” a report by the 5 
Coalition on Intercollegiate Athletics (COIA) 6 

 7 
WHEREAS, the University of Texas at Austin works to exemplify excellence in academics1 as 8 

well as in athletics; and, 9 
 10 
WHEREAS, the COIA report emphasizes the importance of academics for all student athletes and 11 

states, “that the primary mission of our universities is to teach, learn and conduct 12 
research.  Any lessening of our academic integrity in our athletic programs will do far 13 
more harm ‘than a dozen losing seasons ever could’”2; and, 14 

 15 
WHEREAS, the COIA report lists a series of recommendations for all universities to adopt to 16 

ensure the primacy of academics in athletic departments; and, 17 
 18 
WHEREAS, some of the recommendations include changes to the way universities oversee 19 

athletic programs, changes to the services available to student athletes, and the dates 20 
in which competitions can be held; and, 21 

 22 
WHEREAS, efforts by the University of Texas at Austin to address and implement these reforms 23 

will greatly influence their adoption at other Division 1 institutions because the 24 
University is a model for other institutions; now, therefore, be it 25 

 26 
RESOLVED, the Senate of College Councils agrees with the premise of the report that academics 27 

should be the primary focus of a University; and, be it further, 28 
 29 
RESOLVED, the Senate of College Councils encourages the creation of a committee that includes 30 

students, faculty, athletes, and representatives from the athletic department to review 31 
and address the reforms outlined in this report and make recommendations to the 32 
President to address deficiencies: and, be it further, 33 

  34 
RESOLVED, this resolution be sent to the Office of the President, the Office of the Executive Vice 35 

President and Provost, the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Faculty 36 
Council, and the UT Athletic department. 37 

 38 
Authors: Reid Long (Policy Director, UT Senate of College Councils) 39 
André Esteva (At-Large, UT Senate of College Councils) 40 
Garrett Fair (At-Large, UT Senate of College Councils) 41 
Sponsors:42 
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 President Powers 2007 State of the University Address 

2
 Framing the Future: Reforming Intercollegiate Athletics, 2007, with internal quote from the Knight Commission, 2001 
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