
 

November 29, 2007 1 

S.R. 407 2 
 3 

Title: Discouraging the commercial and residential development of the 4 

Brackenridge Field Laboratory 5 
 6 

WHEREAS, The Brackenridge Field Laboratory (BFL) is a world-class research 7 

institute at the University of Texas at Austin that is home to thousands of 8 

species, multiple research labs, and numerous courses taught through the 9 

University, St. Edwards, Concordia, and ACC, at least eight of which are 10 

taught by the College of Natural Sciences; and, 11 

 12 

WHEREAS, the research currently being done at BFL—in particular the wealth of 13 

knowledge gained by studying fire ants—has made huge strides in various 14 

fields of biology and has placed the Section of Integrative Biology’s 15 

Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior department at fourth in the nation 16 

among public institutions; and, 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, the BFL’s proximity to campus provides convenient access to field work 19 

during normal school hours, allowing students ample opportunities for 20 

hands-on experience without requiring long distance travel or the neglect 21 

of other coursework; and, 22 

 23 

WHEREAS, the BFL’s convenience and ecological richness offer virtually unlimited 24 

opportunities for research by undergraduates, graduates, and faculty 25 

members alike; and, 26 

 27 

WHEREAS, the opportunities for hands-on field work and research enriches the 28 

academic experience of University students; and, 29 

 30 

WHEREAS, the Senate of College Councils values the advancement of academic 31 

knowledge for both students and faculty and the importance of 32 

undergraduate research; and, 33 

 34 
WHEREAS, academic enrichment increases competitiveness for the recruitment of 35 

promising students and prestigious faculty, which in turn increases the 36 

competitiveness of academic units, departments, colleges, and the 37 

University as a whole; and,  38 

 39 

WHEREAS, the competitiveness of any part of the University only enhances the value 40 

of a University of Texas education; and,41 



 

 42 

WHEREAS, commercial and residential development to any part of the field lab may 43 

adversely affect the species present and in turn adversely alter current and 44 

future research; therefore; be it, 45 

 46 

RESOLVED, Senate affirms the BFL as an invaluable resource to this campus; be it 47 

further, 48 

 49 
RESOLVED, Senate recommends the continued support of the BFL by allowing it to 50 

prosper and not be disturbed by commercial and residential development; 51 

and, be it further, 52 

  53 

RESOLVED, this resolution be forwarded to the Board of Regents, the Chancellor of the 54 

UT System, the Brackenridge Tract Task Force, the Office of the 55 

President, the Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost, the 56 

Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Office of the Dean of 57 

Students, the College of Natural Sciences, and the Brackenridge Field Lab 58 

administration. 59 

 60 
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