
 

April 2, 2008 1 

S.R. 412 2 

 3 

Title:  In support of the development of capstone experience programs for all 4 

undergraduate students 5 
 6 

WHEREAS,              The Boyer Report recommends the capstone course be “the culmination of  7 

the inquiry-based learning of earlier course work and integrating the total 8 

experience of the major,” with the course bringing together “faculty 9 

members, graduate students, and senior undergraduates in shared or 10 

mutually reinforcing projects”; and, 11 

 12 

WHEREAS,          The Boyer Report also proposes that capstone courses “prepare 13 

undergraduates for the expectations and standards of graduate work and 14 

the workplace”; and, 15 

 16 

WHEREAS,            The Report of the Task Force on Curricular Reform states that 17 

departments should develop a capstone experience for upperclassmen 18 

which could “take the form of service-learning projects that takes students 19 

off campus and into the wider community, internships, research projects, 20 

performances, and opportunities for international study”; and,                          21 

 22 

WHEREAS,            The completion of a capstone experience could satisfy the independent 23 

          inquiry flag (formulate, analyze, and independently investigate a problem 24 

          and present findings) recommended by the Task Force on Curricular  25 

          Reform; and,  26 

 27 

WHEREAS,           A capstone experience will serve the purpose of evaluating the 28 

effectiveness of an academic apartment’s teaching methods by assessing 29 

whether the students can successfully apply learned material to create a 30 

meaningful and intellectual piece of work; therefore, be it,  31 

 32 

RESOLVED,           That the Senate of College Councils applauds the colleges who have 33 

already  implemented capstone experience courses in their degree plans; 34 

and, be it further, 35 

 36 

RESOLVED,           That the Senate of College Councils recommends that a capstone 37 

experience be required for all students. This capstone experience should 38 

be a culmination of the student’s academic experience, and should draw 39 

up on classroom as well as non-classroom aspects of the curriculum, in an 40 



 

effort to integrate concepts learned and knowledge gained over the course 41 

of the student’s academic career at the University; and, be it further, 42 

 43 

RESOLVED,           This resolution be sent to the Dean of Undergraduate Studies, the College 44 

Deans, the President, the Provost, the Vice President of Student Affairs, 45 

the Dean of Students, the Faculty Council, and the Educational Policy 46 

Committee. 47 

 48 

Authors: 49 
Kyle Robertson (Senate Representative, Undergraduate Business Council)  50 

Nancy Lu (At-Large, Curriculum) 51 

Daniella Martinez (At-Large, Curriculum) 52 

Michael Jones (At-Large, Curriculum) 53 

Samarth Kejriwal (Chair, Curriculum Committee) 54 

Stephanie Chung (Vice-Chair, Curriculum Committee) 55 

Sponsor: Curriculum Committee 56 



 

 


